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PREFACE. 


With becoming deference, I shall endeavour to illustrate in 
the following pages, the observations I have personally made 
upon the Coast of Africa, and to give tfie information I have ob- 
tained from an extended circle of Chiefs, and native Tribes, re- 
lative to its Inhabitants, their Religion, Habits and Customs, the 
natural productions and commercial resources, &c. and attempt 
to ddineate the most eligible grounds upon which the condition 
of the African may be eliectually improved, and our commercial 
relations be preserved with that important quarter of the globe. 
Though d^ieidy impressed with tlie importance of the subject, 
and my own’iht^ompetency, I obtrude myself upon Public notice, 
governed by this rtflcction, that I am stimulated by an ardent 
zeal for the prosperity of my Country, and -am animated by a phi- 
lanthropic solicitude for the effectual manumission of the African, 
from his enslaved customs, his superstitious idolatry, and for the 
enlar^^ement of his intellectual powers. 
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' I shall guard against the sacrifice of truth to abstracted princi- 
ples; and if in the most remote degree, I excite the interference 
of my countrymen in behalf of the African, extend our com- 
merce, and enlarge the circle of civilized and Christian Society, 

I shall think that I have neither travelled, not* written in vain. 

Africa is a country hitherto but little known ; thoseiit'-git^e- 
ral who have visited it, have been either inadequate to research, or 
have been absorbed iiiithe immediate attainment of gain ; more- 
over the European Traveller in that country has to cbntend with 
the combined influence of the native jealousies of its inhabitants, 
their hereditary barbarism, obstinate ferocity, and above all, an 
uncongenial climate. To surmount these difficulties, commerce 
is the most certainlmedium to inspire its Chiefs and Natives with 
confidence, and to obtain a facility of intercourse with the 
interior country. Sanctioned by that pursuit, 1 have been fa- 
voured whh information from a large circle of Native Chiefs, and 
Tribes, relative to their customs, their habits, localities, predilec- 
tions, and the existing state of society. 

The impressions, which ocular demonstration, and personal 
investigation occasion upon visiting this uncultivated countiy, 
are so different from those excited in any other district of the 
globe, and so powerful, that the mind is naturally led to medi- 
tation on the means of, its improvement and on the mode by which 
it may be ameliorated, and the sources of commerce be essentially 
enlarged. 
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Europe, which merits the highest rank for philantliropy, has 
hitherto strangely neglected this country ; nor have the attcm|)ts 
of individuals and benevolent Societies been productive in endea- 
vouring to diffuse the influence of civilization, and to desseminate 
the seeds of science throughout these extensive regions. 

Trusting that my endeavours to befriend the Natives of Africa, 
and to extend the Commerce of my Country, will shield me from 
the severity of animadversion, and of criticism, 1 shall proceed in 
my relation. 

SqHanhcr Ist. ISO'. 


J. CORRY. 
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OBSEnVATlONS UPON THE 


On the ^th March, I sailed from St. Helens in the ‘^liip 
ThaineB, cottiniandcd by .lames Welsh, in company with a flett 
of shlpH fatmftd to the lunsl Indies, under convoy of his Majesty’s 
ship Indosfan. Wc had a favourable run down Channel ; but, 
after making to the wcstwaid ofScilly, a heavy gale of wind 
separated the Tliames from the convoy, which v\c nevei after- 
wards regained, and were tlicrefore obliged, at all hazards, to 
proceed for our destination upon the coast of Africa. 

Nothing interesting occurred during a piosjwrous and quick 
passage, until the high land (»f Sierra Leone appeared in view 
on the evening of the ,^th of April. We came to an anchor 
imtsidc tlic (’aj)us, and weighed the next morning, steering our 
course tor the river. 

Tlie s^vace between latojiard's Lsland, situated to the north, 
and Cape Sierra Leone to the south, forms the entrance into the 
river Sierra Leone; being in latitude 8* 30" N. and in 13* 43" 
W, long, and is computed about seven geographical leagues 
distant. The river empties itself Immediately into the ocean ; 
and its level banks to the north arc covered with impervious 
forests, while those to the south exhibit the romantic scenery of 
an extended chain of lofty mountains and hills, clothed and or- 
namented with foliage of the most luxuriant nature, exciting 
the highest admiration in those who arc .susceptible of tlie 
impressions which the sublime works of the creation never fail 
to inspire. 

Upon entering tlie bay, the eye is attracted by an extensive 
river, crrcumsciilxid by the foregoing outline, and exhibiting 
uix>n Its banks an assemblage of the productions of nature, 
v^tating in their native purity. This view is animated by the 
prospect of tlie colony of Sierra Leone, and the masts of vessels 
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and craft which commeroe> and « safe anohora^, encourage 
to assenthJe before it, and by numerous najlives paddUng with 
great dexterity jn their canoes. 

As I shall have occasion to speak hereafter of ti)e ,}fl|iportanoc 
of this bay in a commercial and agiicultu^ ^ view, I 
shall not at present enter into farther details ; j^ut onl^sugg^t 
ftwt I consider it as a po^tioH^'ftom whevi^ ttodvo etitt^rize 
form its qperatbns thttmghoftt ai^ emsive |iistrlct« and 
e<iVei.l|tejmost important advanti^.' 

At two, T. M. to m anehm' bdTore the tort and settle- 
ment of Bence Island, which we saluted widi seven guns. The 
rivm' is navigable up to this islwd for ships, and smaU craft 
proceed a number of miles higher, on the branches of the Port 
Logo and Rochell. ft is obscured from the view by the island 
of Tasso, until bearing round a point of that island called 
Tasso Point ; the eye is then attracted by a regular fortification, 
and even an elegant range of buildings and smre^hOus^, which, 
with great propriety, may he ctmsidered as one of the most 
sirable positions updn the windiward coast of Africa, to commai.d 
the interior commerce of the countries bordering upon the river 
Sierra Leone and its branches, and that of the rivers to the 
northward, the Searcies and adjoining rivCTs, the RiO Pongo, 
with the Isles De Loss, Rio Grande, Rio Koonez, &c. and 
those which fall into the sea from Cape Si^ Leone to Cape 
Palmas. 

Thsso is an island adjcimng, about a irdlei|iul a hidf distant, 
of some extent, and a rematkaddy fertile soilt ft i attached to 
Bance Island; bearing cottop of a,vmy good 
capable of producing any tropical ptoiwtten, CbnsidfiritWe 
labour and expmwe have been appl^ to ^^troduce cultivation 
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into this isferi^ and to exemplify to the African the advantages * 
derivable from hi* native soil, by the civil arts o| life; while 
under a still more scientific superintendency, it would become a 
possession of very considerable consequence in an agricultural 
view, 

Bance Island is little more ^an a barren rock, of about three- 
quarters of a mile in extent’. The entrance into the fort is 
through a fo^ng door or gate, over which, throughout the 
night, a watch iS' p6nstan% pU The expectatioijs ^cited 
by its external appearance were ly no means leis^ed by a 
view of the interior of the fort, in which w«*e assembled several 
traders, and chiefs, with their attendants. I was much the ob- 
ject of their curiosity and attention ; and in their manner, all 
came up to me, to give me service, as expressed in the idiom 
of their language. This ceremony is simply performed by 
touching the firigers, accompanied in the Timrainy language by 
tlie usual obeisance of Currea, or, how do you do ? The reply 
to this is Ba, which means good, I return you service. 

The Grumittas, or free black people, are assembled outside 
the fort, in houses or huts built with mud, upon the general 
construction in Africa, which usually is an oblong square, raised 
little more than eight feet; or a circle of the same height, over 
which is thrown a roof of bamboo, or other thatch, supported 
by posts about five or six feet asunder, forming a canopy, 
whith shelters them from the rays of thestin, or theincle- 
mency of the weather, and affords a shade under which. they 
retfre in the extreme heat of the day, where they repose in their 
hammodw, or rest upoii their mats. This group of buildings 
or huts is denominated Adam's Town, fmm 'the black chief 
who presides oyer these labouring people. Tl^r numbers may 
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i||be estimated at about 600. Originally they were slaves to the 
pfToprietors o| this island; but from a very bamane and wise 
policy, they have been endowed with certain priviltiges, which 
rescue them from an absolute st|te of slavery, and prevents 
their being sold as slaves, unless they are eonvicted by the laws 
and customs of their counliy of ste crime or jjelinquency. 

Aiiiong these people are arri«lti«^!n variotte branches, viz. 
stniths, carpenters, joiners, maSons, ’8tc. under thesuperinten- 
dance of Huropeans in their diferent trades, who for inge- 
nuity and adroitness in theirmspective capacities, would deserve 
the approbation even of the conndsseur in these arts ; while in 
many other instances they discover a genius of the most intelli- 
gent character, and a decency in their dress and manners distin- 
guished from that among the surrounding tribes ; which is the 
never failing consequence of the influence of the arts of civilized 
society over barbarous customs and habits, 
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CHAPTER II. 


The Author leaves Bance Island-^Visits the Colony of Sierra Leone 
^Delivers bis introductory Letter to the late Governor Day, 
from zvJjom be experiences a most hospitable Reception — Cursory 
Remarks upon that Colony and upon tbe Islands of Bannana — 
His Embarkation for tbe Island of Goree, &c. 

F ROM the 6th to the aed April, I remained at Bance Island, 
and having determined to embark for Europe, where circum- 
stances required me by the first conveyance, 1 visited the co- 
lony of Sierra Leone, then under the government of the late 
Capt. W illiam Day, of the Royal Navy, to whom I had a recom- 
mendatory letter. His reception of me was in conformity with 
his general character, distinguished for urbanity and polite hos- 
pitality ; and such were the impressions ujxjn m'y mind, both 
from observation and report, of tlie skill and penetration he 
possessed to fulfil the arduous duties of his station, that they 
never will be eftaced, and I shall ever retain the highest respect 
for his memory. He was then occupied in forming plans of de- 
fence in the colony ; and had he lived, I am firmly persuaded, 
from subsequent observation and enquiry, that it would in a 
short period have opposed to an enemy a formidable resist- 
ance, and that it might have been speedily rescued from that 
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anarchy and confusion which distracted councils, and wantof 
unanimity had occasioned. 

The colony of Sierra Leone was establislied by the 31st of 
George III. avowedly in opposition to the Slave Trade, and for 
the purpose of augmenting more natural commerce, attd intro- 
ducing civilization among the natives of Africa. The g^nt is 
from the 1st of July, 1791, and to continue for the space of 
31 years. During the late war with France, in September 1794, 
it was nearly destroyed by a French squadron, consisting of one 
two-decker, several armed ships and brigs, in the whole about 
seven or eight sail ; they appeared in the offing on the evening 
of the 27th, and in the morning of the 28th at day-light com- 
menced their operations ; the result of which was, that the co- 
lony was ravaged by the enemy, and many houses burnt and 
destroyed. This squadron was piloted into the river by two 
Americans, one of whom was a Captain Neville. The pecu- 
niary loss to the colony by this attack has been estimated at 
about 40,000/. independant of buildings destroyed, valued 
at first cost, about 15,000/. more. Bance Island experienced 
the same fate, and suffered in pecuniary loss upwards of 
20,000/. 

In addition to this calamity, the Sierra Leone Company had 
to lament the inefficiency of its superintendants, their want of 
unanimity, and various other disasters and unforeseen difficul- 
ties which operated to augment the charge in their establish- 
ment, and diminish its funds ; and with every deference to the 
benevolent undertakers, whose motives merit the highest appro- 
bation of every enlightened mind, I would observe, they have 
likewise to regret their misconception of the eligible grounds 
upon which so beneficent a plan is to be productive of operative 
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iitftiicntii iNUt lilt 1 future df wy narr4t«t, 1 ilwli U 
embted fr«m wore tmnufe inmtij^ition w enter at tifije ujwn 
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Otej || jjWtfc^ Afcil ( emharM emhoinl ha ’i \\ vtp 

; tuvmg 

tfS Ill l W w ' 4r(iintroarOi/s dnpitche^. ftc , and ( cannot 
nil lii ojyfwriiity oT fxnoainK the obhgaiiom conferred 
ii|0n iM^Caftam Lao^fovtf* thecomaumder.anJha oiceri, 
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naA <it the Bannanae Is vary fertile, and the * Sonata he^ilfhi, 
from their (noskity to theaea* and the nsfrcahmg brocaoi wiwh 
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It beitows upon them. Hiey take their name lh>m a &ii' Ih 
dominated; and are situated in the most eligible posftion 
fof commerce, upon the Windward Coast; combining, ^rom 
theiT fertility of soil and situaticm, great agricultural advan)^||^, 
and peculiar salubrity of air. At present the soveRl|ii<^ of 
these islands is contended for by tw'o chiefs, of cona^darable 
intelligence and enterprise, named Caulker and Clevdamd. 
Caulker appears to be the legitimate sovereign; Cleyelantfs 
forefathers having been established by Ciulker's as treuk mm 
on their account ; and by intermarriage with that family l^ir 
claims are founded. Janies Cleveland, who marrbd king 
Caulker’s sister, first began the war by his Grumraettas, on the 
jBannanas, attacking Caulker's people on the Plantains. The- 
result of this violence was, that Charles Caulker was killdd iit 
battle; and his body mangled and cut into pieces, in the most 
savage and cruel manner. In 1798, Stephen Caulker, the 
present ciiief, commenced war again, to revenge his brother's 
death; and the barbarous contest has continued wtx slnce^ 
marked with ferocious cruelty, and with various success to the 
respective claimants. Soon after its renewal, James Clevdand 
died, and was succeeded by his nephew, William, who has 
received his education in England, and is a chief of no incon* 
siderable acquiremsits and talept. Stephen Caulker has suc- 
ceeded in obtaining from him the possession of the Bannanas 
and Plantains, and at present sways authority over them; still, 
however, exposed to the enteipfising genius and intrigues of 
Cle^land. 

Were it practicable to reconcile these ^spiitentions, and p^ 
cure these valuable islands, they form most eli|^k§ 
auxfilaries and depots to any establishuxeit which Oovemtnedt 

C 
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mi^ht form upon tliis part of the coast, and be of the ntnost 
importance ; or in the event of their being unattainable, facto- 
ries might be established at Kittim and Boom, both under 
Cankers influence and protection. I have had frequent in- 
terc«isufl»'with this chief, and 1 found him of a very superior 
undenftanding, and acute intellect, to the generality of his 
countrymen ; and if his jealousies could be allayed by the emol- 
lients of saperior advantage, his intelligence and co-operation 
would much facilitate any operations in this quarter. 

Oh the loth of April we arrived at Goree Road.s, and came to 
an anchor nearly opposite to that part of the island of Goree, 
called the Point de Nore, and opening Cape Emanuel, which 
is by much the most eligible position in the invent of tornados, 
as a ship may always run in safety to wa, between the island" 
and the main land. 

Goree is a small island, or barren rock, litde more than three 
quarters of a mile in length, and a few' hundred yards in 
breadth. Its native inhabitants are of colour, and a spurious 
progeny from the French ; for .^hom they 'Still retain a great 
predilection. The number of what are called principal inhabi- 
tants, does not exceed 50 males, with their families, dependants, 
and slaves; which may in the aggregate amount to frequently 
brtWeen three and four thousand souls. Their principal trade 
is in slaves, of whom they annually export about two thousand, 
with a small proportion Of dead cargo, chiefly procured from 
Gambia. 

Religion, of any description, is little practised or understood 
among them ; although it is evident that Christianity has been 
Introduced into the isbi^, as there are traces of 4 cadiolic cha* 
^ and a mpi^^tery, i^maining. .,,,luustora her^ as & all the 
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attendants as long as they can procure any thing either to eat 
or drink. 

In a military point of view, in its present condition, the 
island of Goree is far from being a place of strength ; but in a 
commercial, it is of considerable importance; and, therefore, 
ought to claim the attention of Government, if it attaches any 
consequence towards a commerce with the coast of Africa. In 
a military character, its batteries and guns are in an extremely 
bad condition ; and it is coctipletely a ix)sition where a piccaroon 
privateer could check every supply from the continent, upon 
which it depends for fresh provisions and water, and might 
carry on hostile operations without the/ange of its batteries; 
which, by consequence, always exposes this garrison to con- 
tingencies and casual supply. In a commercial consideration, 
I view it as a possession of the greatest moment ; from its 
contiguity to the French settlement of the Senegal, and to a 
large portion of that valuable district, which they claim and 
influence; from whence accurate information may be obtained 
of their operations ; and a check may issue, to maintain our 
ascendency to leeward ; besides a rallying point for our out- 
ward bound ships, to ascertain the enemy's force upon the 
coast ; the deviation from a direct course to leeward being very 
unimportant: moreover, it might be an eligible depot for the 
trade of that infinitely valuable river, the Gambia, which, for 
variety of natural productions, is perhaps not to be excelled by 
any other in the world ; only requiring the hand of industry 
and intelligence to fertilize arid unfold. » 

The garrison of Goree has seldom more than 150 effective 
men to defend it, of the royal .African regiment^ commanded 
by Major Lloyd and this force is very fluctuating, from sick- 
^ * Now-Lieutenant Colonel Lloyd, 
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iicss a|id the diseases of the dlmate ; m general, however, it is 
tolerably healthy, and its physical department Is superintended 
by a gentleman (Doctor Heddle) of very corisi|tobIe intelli- 
gence and ability in his profession. The hospitality of Major 
Lloyd, and the officers of his corps, to their countiymen, is dis- 
tinguished by liberality; and during ray stay in that island, 
which was upwards of three weeks, I have to acknowledge their 
polite attentions. 1 was the inmate of Mr. Hamilton, in the 
commissariat department, whose ' peculiar friendship and kind 
offices have made a most indelible impression upon my mind. 

The view from the roads, some of the buildings near the 
shore being of stone, and upon even an elegant and convenient 
construction, is calculated to raise expectation upon apprpiieh- 
ing it, which is considerably lessoned npon- a nearer view; 
the streets being extremely narrow, and the huts of the natives 
huddled together without regularity or 'system. The inhabi- 
tants are governed in their local customs and capacities by a 
native mayor, and his advisers; but, of course, under the con- 
trol of the commandant of the garrison; and this privilege is 
a mere matter of form and courtesy, which a lenjpnt authority 
permits. 
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CHAPTER III. 

An Excursion to the Main Land, — Etsit to King Marraboo.-^ 
Anecdotes of this Cbief.—Anotber Excursion^ accompanied by 
Mr. Hamilton.— A shooting Party, accompanied by Marraboo’s 
Son, Alexander, and Other Chiefs.— Ejections upon Informa- 
tion obtained from them, relative to this Part of the Coast, and 
at Goree.— Embark in bis Majesty* $ Sloop of War, the Euge- 
nie, which convoyed Mr, Mungo Park in the Brig Crescent, to 
thi River Gambia, on his late Mission to the Interior of 
Africa. — Ohervations on that Subject.— Air ive in Porto Praya 
Bay, in the Island of St. Jago. — Some Remarks upon that 
Island.— Departure from thence to England, and saje arrival 
at Portsmouth. 

A. FEW days after the arrival of the Lark at the island of 
Goree, accompanied by a party of the officers of that ship, I 
made an excursion upon the main land : we set out from the 
ship early in the morning, for Decar, the capital of a chief or 
king, named Marraboo: we arrived before he had moved 
abroad, and, after going through winding narrow paths or 
streets, we were conducted by one of his people to his palace, 
a wretched hovel, built with mud, and thatched with barabpo. 
In our way to this miserable habitation Of royalty, a confused 
sound of voices issued forth from almost every hut we passed, 
which originated from their inhabitants vociferatjng,their morn- 
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ing orisons to Allah and Mahomet ; their religion being an 
heterogeneous system of Mahomedanism, associated with su* 
perstitious idolatry, incantations, and charms. 

We found Marrahoo’s bead men and priests assembled before 
his majesty's dwelling io give him service, and to offer him their 
morning’s salutation. At length he made his appearance, fol- 
lowed by several of the officers of the palace, carrying skins of 
wild beasts, and mats, which upon t^uiry, I found to have pom- 
posed the royal bed, spread out upop a little hurdle, erected 
about a foot and i half high, interwovep with bamboo canes : 
my attention was much engaged with this novel sight ; and I 
could not contemplate the venerable old raah, surrounded by 
his chiefs, without conceiving I beheld one of the patriarchs of 
old, in their primaeval state. After his had paid their 
obeisance, I presumed, accompanied by my friends, to approach 
the royal presence ; when he discovered us among the group, 
his countenance underwent an entire change, expressive of 
reserve^and surprise, exclaiming, What did I want with Mar- 
raboo V’ With great humility I replied, « I be Englishman, come 
from King George's country, his brother, to give him service." 
He replied with quickness, “ I be yery glad to see you, what ser- 
vice have you brought i” I was aware of this tax upon my 
civility, and replied, that “ I make him good .service;" which in 
plain English was, that I shall make you a good present. He then 
conversed with more freedom relative to his country, govefft^ 
ment, localities, and religion ; I suggested to him that “ I under- 
stood he was a powerful king, and a great warrior, had many 
wives and children, ffiat he ruled over much people, and a fine 
country, that I hear he get much head, that he far pass any of his 
enemies, and that I be very happy to look so great a king or, 
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in other words, that I understood he was a great general, was very 
rich, was more wise than all his contemporary chiefs, and that 
it gave me much pleasure to pay my respects to so great a 
prince : but the former idiom of language is best adapted to 
convey meaning to the interpreters of the chiefs of Africa, in 
whatever tongue it may be spoken ; being that which they use 
in translation ; and when they are addressed in this phraseology, 
they convey their ideas with more perspicuity and literal inter- 
pretation. But to returii to the dialogue. 

Marraboo.— “ I be very glad to look you for that, I have much 
trouble all my life — great deal of war— my son some time since 
killed in battle.^' This was accompanied by such a melancholy 
expression of countenance, that could not fail to excite my com- 
passion, I therefore avoided touching mare on the subject of his 
wars ; only observing, “ that I hear he be too much for all his 
enemies, and that he build great wall that keep his town and 
people safe." 

Marraboo. — “ The king of Darnel's people cannot pass that — 
they all be killed — they come there sometimes, but always go 
back again.” My curiosity was excited to obtain the history of 
this enchanted wall, which on my approach to the town, I had 
discovered to be apparently little more than three or four feet 
high, and situated within the verge of their wells of fresh water, 
open at several places, and without any defence. 

Upon enquiry, I found tlrnt Marraboo had been early in life 
JetLfh man, or high priest, to Darnel, king of Cayor, a very powerful 
chief borderirig upon the Senegal, and that he had artfully con- 
trived to gain over to his interest a numbdr of adherents, who, 
in process of time, became formidable, rebelled against their 
lawful sovereign, and took possession of that part of the country 
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towards Cape Verd : to strengthen their position, Marraboo 
caused a wall to be erected, commencing from the sea shore, 
and extending towards the Cape ; which, in the estimation of the 
natives, and in consequence of his sacerdotal office, incantations, 
and charms, was rendered invulnerable : the hypocritical priest 
well knew the natural disposition of his countrymen, and the 
effect his exorcisms would produce upon their minds ; which 
operated so effectually, that when his army beaten by the 
powerful Darnel, they uniformly retired behind their exorcised 
heap of stones, which in a moftient stopt their enemy’s career, 
and struck thetp with such dread, that they immediately retired 
to their countiy, leaving their impotent eneray^ih quiet posses- 
sion of his usurped territory ;whom otherwrae they might 
have annihilated with the greatest facility; f l^perstition is a 
delusion very prevalent in Africa; and its powerful influence 
upon the human mind is forcibly illustrated by the foregoing 
instance. 

When I enquired of Marraboo the nature of his belief in a 
supreme being, his observations were confused and perplexed, . 
having no perspicuous conception of his attributes or perfecti- 
ons, but an indistinct combination of incomprehensibility; and; 
to sum up the whole, he remarked, that he pass all men, and 
was not horn of woman.” 

A few days after the abovementioned visit, I made another 
excursion to the main land, accompanied by Mr. Hamilton, and 
one of the principal inhabitants of Goree, named Martin. We 
landed at a small native town, called after the island, Goree 
Town. When we came on shore, we were immediately sur- 
rounded by natives, who surveyed us with great curiosity and 
attention. We had prepared ourselves with fowling-pieces and 
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shooting equipage, with the view of penetrating into the interior 
country : in pursuance of our design, we dispatched a messenger 
to Decart with a request that we might be supplied with attend- 
ants and horses : our solicitation was promptly complied with ; 
and Alexander, Marraboo’s son, speedily made his appearance 
with two horses, attended by several chiefs and head men. 
Our cavalcade made a most grotesque exhibition; Mr. Hamil- 
ton and myself being on horseback, followed by Alexander 
and his attendants on foot, in their native accoutrements and 
shooting apparatus. My seat was not the most easy, neither 
W'as my horse very correct in his paces ; the saddle being 
scarcely long enough to admit me, with a projection behind, 
intended as a security from falling backwards : the stirrups 
^were formed of a thin plate of iron, about three or four inches 
broad, and so small, that I could scarcely squeeze my feet into 
them. In our progress we killed several birds, of a species 
unknown in Europe, and of a most beautiful plumage ; one of 
which, a little larger than the {>artridge in England, was armed 
with a sharp dart or w'eapon’ projecting from the pinion, as if 
designed by nature to operate a.s a guard against its enemies. 

■ Dur, associates rendered us every friendly attention, and evinced 
great anxiety to contribute to our sport ; and proved llicmselvcs 
skilful and expert marksmen. The country abounded with a 
multiplicity of trees and plants, which would no doubt have 
amply rewarded the researches of the botanist, and scientific 
investigator. The fatigue I had undergone, and the oppressive 
heat of the sun, .so completely overpowered me, by the time of 
our return to GoreeTown, that I felt myself attacked by a 
violent fever ; in this situation I was attended with every ten- 
.derncss and solicitude by the females; some bringing me a 
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calabash of milk, others spreading me a mat to repose upon, 
and all uniting in kind offices : it is from them alone that man 
derives his highest happiness in this life ; and in all situations 
to which he is exposed, they are the assuasive agents by whom 
his sorrows are soothed, his sufferings alleviated, and his griefs 
subdued ; while compassion is their prominent characteristic, 
and sympathy a leading principle of their minds; 

The attention of these kind beings, and the affectionate offices 
of iny friend, operating upon a naturally good constitution, 
soon enabled me to overcome the disease, and to return again tO' 
Goree, During the remaining part of my stay there, I was vi- 
gilantly employed in procuring every information' relative to 
this part of the coast, and through tlie intelligence of several of 
the native inhabitants and traders^ I am enabled to submit the 
following remarks. 

To elucidate, with perspicuity, the deep impression I feci of 
the importance of this district of the Windward Coast, in ob- 
taining a facility of intercourse with the interior, combining 
such a variety of local advantage, by which our ascenJency 
may be preserved, and our commercial relations improved, is 
an undertaking, the difficulties of which I duly appreciate; 
and I am aware that I have to combat many prejudices and 
grounds of opposition to the system I conceive to be practica- 
ble, to developc the various stores of wealth with which Africa , 
abounds, and to improve the intellectual faculties of its native 
inhabitants. 

That a situation so higlily valuable as the ®ega], and its 
contiguous auxiliary, the island of Goree, has been so over- 
looked, is certainly a subject of great surprise, and deep regret. 
While visionary and impracticable efforts have been resortcil 

D 2 
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to penetrate into the interior of Africa, we have strangely ne* 
glected tlie maritiine situations, whicli abound with raulti&rious 
objects of commerce, and valuable productions, inviting our in- 
terference to extricate them from their dormant state ; and the 
consideration apparently has been overlooked, that the barbarism 
of the natives on the frontiers must first be subdued by enlight- 
ened example, before the path of research can be opened to the 
interior. 

We have several recent occurrences to lament, where the 
most enterprising efforts have failed, through the inherent jea- 
lousies of the natives, and their ferocious character; and, there- 
fore, it is expedient to commence experiments in the maritime 
countries, as the most eligible points from whence operative 
influence is to make its progress, civilization display itself 
. among the inhabitants, and a facility of intercourse be attained 
with the interior. So long as this powerful barrier remains in 
its present condition, it will continue unexplored ; and our 
intercourse with its more improved tribes must remain ob- 
scured, by the forcible opposition of the frontier ; and these 
immense regions, with their abundant natural resources, continue 
unknown to the civilized world. The inhabitants of the sea 
coast are always more fierce and savage than those more 
remote and insular: all travellers and voyagers, who have 
visited mankind in their barbarous state, must substantiate this 
fact : and the history of nations and states clearly demonstrates, 
that the never-failing influence of commerce and agriculture 
united, has equated from the frontiers, and progressively 
spread their blessings into the interior countries. View our 
own now envied greatness, and the condition in which our 
forefathers lived, absorbed in idolatry and ignorance, and it will 
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unquestionably appear, that our exalted state of being has arisen 
from the introduction of the civilized arts of life, the commerce 
which our local situation has invited to our shores, and our 
agricultural industry. 

Within the district now in contemplation, flows the river of 
Senegal, with its valuable gum trade ; the Gambia, abounding 
with innumerable objects of commerce, such as indigo, and a 
great variety of plants for staining, of peculiar properties, tim- 
ber, wax, ivory, &c. ; the Rio Grande, Rio Noonez, Rio Pongo, 
&c. all greatly productive, and their borders inhabited by the Jol- 
liffs, the Foollahs, the Susees, the Mandingos, and other inferior 
nations, and communicating, as is now generally believed, with 
the river Niger, which introduces us to the interior of this great 
continent ; the wliole presenting an animating pro.spect to the 
distinguished enterprise of our country. 

That these, advantages should be neglected, is, as I have 
before said, subject of deep regret, and are the objects which I 
would entreat my countrymen to contemplate, as the most 
eligible to attain a knowledge of this important quarter ol 
the globe, and to introduce civilization among its numerous 
mliahitants; by which means, our enemies will be excluded 
horn that emolument and acquirement, whicli we supinely 
overlook and abandon to contingencies. 

The island of Goree lies between the French settlement of 
the Senegal and the river Gambia, and therefore is a very ap- 
propriate local station to aid in forming a general system of 
operation from Cape Verd to Cape Palmas, subject to one 
administration and control. The administrative authority, I 
would recommend to be established in the river of Sierra Leone, 
as a central situation, from whence evolution is to proceed with 
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requisite facility, and a ready intercourse be maintained through-- 
out the whole of the Windward Coast ; and as intermediate 
situations, I would propose the rivers Gambia, RioNoonez, Rio 
Pongo, and Isles de Loss, to the northward ; and to the south- 
ward, theBannana Islands, theGalinhas, Bassau, John's River, 
&c. to Cape Palmas; or such of them as would be found, upon 
investigation, best calculated to promote the resources of this 
extensive coast. 

The supreme jurisdiction in the river Sierra Leone, with auxi- 
liaries established to influence the trade of the foregoing rivers, 
form the outlines of my plan, to be supported by an adequate 
military force, and organized upon principles which I have here- 
after to explain in the course of my narrative. 

Having an opportunity to sail for England, in his Majesty’s 
sloop of war the Eugenie, commanded by Charles Webb, E q. 
as it was uncertain at what time the Lark was. to proceed, I 
availed myself of that officer’s kind permission to embark, ac- 
companied by surgeon Thomas Burrowes and his lady. 

The Eugenie had been disjKilchcd for England to convoy tlie 
Crescent transport brig, with Mr. Mungo Park on board, to 
the river Gambia, upon his late mission to the interior of Africa. 
Captain Webb did not conceive it prudent, nor indeed was it 
expedient, to proceed higher up the river than Jillifree, and 
dispatched the Crescent as far as Kaya, about i./jo min'’ from 
the capes of the river, where Mr. Park landed with Ifis as.soci- 
ates, viz. his surgeon, botanist, draftsman, and about 40 soldiers, 
commanded by an officer obtained from the royal African 
corps at Gorec, by the order of Government. 

Nothing could have been more injudicious ffian attempting 
tliis arduous undertaking, with any force assuming a military 
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Trppearancc. Tlic natives of Africa arc extremely jealous of 
wliitc men, savage and ferocious in tlwir miuitiers, and in the 
utmost degree tenacious of any encroachment upon their coun- 
try. This unhappy mistake may deprive the world of the 
researches of this intelligent and persevering traveller, who 
certainly merits the esteem of his country, and who, it is to be 
feared, may fall a victim to a misconceived plan, and mistaken 
procedure. 

Although anxiouS' to embark, yet 1 could not take my de- 
parture without sensibly feeling and expressing my sense of 
obligation for the many attentions I had to acknowledge from 
the officers of the garrison, and also to several of the native inha- 
bitants, among whom were Peppin, Martin, St. John, and 
others ; the latter, I am sorry to say, was in a bad state of health ; 
I am much indebted to him for his judicious remarks, and very 
intelligent observations. This native received his education in 
France, and lias acquired a vciy superior intelligence relative 
to the present condition of his country. 

Accoiiipanicd by Mr. Hamilton, my hospitable and friendly 
hcjst, and several of the oliicers ol the Lark, I embarked on 
bo.ird tlie Kugenie, on thc^isi of May, and arrived in Porto 
Praya Bay on the of June, 

The town of Porto Praya is situated upon a plain, forming a 
height fiom the sea, level with the fort, and is a most wretclied 
place, with a very weak and vulnerable fortification. In tlie roads 
there is good anchorage for shipping, op|)osite to Qu.'.il island, 
and for smaller vessels nearer the shore. It has a government- 
house, a catholic chapel, a market place, and jail, built with 
stone; and is now the residence of the governmtnt of the island 
of St. Jago, subject to the cro.vn of Portugiil, Formerly the 
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governor’s place of abode was at the town of St. Jago, upon the 
opposite side of the island : his title is that of governor-general 
of the islands, comprehending Mayo, Fogo, &c. 

Mayo is remarkable for its salt, which is cast on shore by 
the rollers or heavy seas, which at certain periods prevail, and 
run uncommonly high. The heat of the sun operating upon 
the saline particles, produces the salt, which the inhabitants 
collect in heaps for sale. We anchored at Mayo for some 
hours, and a number of vessels were lying in the roads, chiefly 
Americans, taking in this article ; it is a very rocky and danger- 
ous anchorage ; we, however, found the traders were willing to 
undergo the risque, from the dieapness of the commodity they 
were in quest of. 

It is a most sorry place, with scarce a vestige of vegetation 
upon its surface, and its inhabitants apparently live in the great- 
est misery. They are governed by a black man, subject to the 
administration of St. Jago, 

The military force of St. Jago is by no means cither for- 
midable in numbers or discipline, and e.xhibits a most complete 
picture of despicable wretchedness. 

A black officer, of the name of Vincent, conducted us to the 
governor, who received us with politeness, and gave us an 
invitation to dinner. The town and garrison were quite in a 
state of activity and bustle ; an officer of high rank and haig 
residence among them had just paid the debt of nature, and his 
body was laid in state in the chapel, in all his paraphernalia. 
The greater part of the monks from the monastery of St. Jago 
were assembled upon the occasion, to sing requiems for his 
soul ; and the scene was truly solemn and impressive. We 
met these ministers of religion at dinner, but how changed 
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converted by their laws, into milreas of Bi. pistareetrs, 
value about is. bits, about 6d. and half bits, about 

It is disadvantageous to take up money at Madeira upon 
bills, as they make payment in dollars, whicii they value at a 
milrca. Sometimes they may, from particular circumstances, 
give a premium, but it is seldom equal to the discount. 

On the morning of the i8th I bad my grateful adieu to 
Madeira, and the friendly roof of Mr. Wardrope and his 
united family, the abode of conjugal affection, friendship, and 
hospitable rea‘ption ; and at s P. M. went on board. We 
weighed anchor under the protection of the Favorite, the Arab 
continuing at her moorings. Passing between the grand Ca- 
naiy and close in with Teneriffe, we arrived safe at the island 
of Goree, on the 5th of November, without our commodore, 
under convoy of the Favorite. The ship Andersons having 
freight to deliver at that island, we continued there until the 
lath, and again resumed our voyage ; arriving, without accident, 
at Bance Island, which I have previously noticed, on the asd of 
the same month. 

My residence was confined to this iriand, and in excursions 
through the neighbouring countries, until the 4th June, 1806, 
during which period, and from a general intercourse with an 
extended circle of chiefs, natives, and traders, I have been en- 
abled to decide upon the situation of this country, and to forrp a 
conclusive opinion of the condition and character of its inhabi- 
tants', and its commercial resources. 

From these sources of intelligence, and the example this 
island displayed, with observations upon the conduct and ma- 
nagement of the Sierra Leone company, I first conceived the 
system that I shall hereafter delineate, upon which the African’s 
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The government consists of a governor, appointed by the 
crown of Portugal, the island being’ in its possession, styled 
governor of the islands, and is perfectly arbitrary ; Funchal is his 
residence ; he has a council under him consisting of 24 members, 
whose president is the second judge for the time being. All 
officers are nominated by the crown, and the holders continue 
only for three years, at the end of which new nominations 
take place. . 

The only article of trade is wine, of which they export about 
ia,ooo pipes annually, and consume from 6 to 8,000 pipes in 
the island, comprehending small wine, &c. being in the whole 
about 20,000 pipes. It is made by pressing out the juice from 
the grape in a wooden vessel, proportioned in size to the quantity 
they intend to make. The wine-pressers take off their jackets 
and stockings, get into the vessel, and with their elbows and feet 
press as much of the juice as is practicable by this operation ; 
the stalks are then tied together and pressed, under a square 
piece of wo6d, by a lever with a stone fastened to the end of it ; 
the wine is brought from the country in goat skins, by men and 
women on their heads. 

The roads are so steep and roughly paved, that neither car- 
riages nor carts are in use , the substitute is a palanquin for the 
former, and for the latter a hollow log of wood, drawn by oxen, 
upon which the wine vessels or other loads are placed ; they, 
however, have horses and mules very well adapted to their roads. 

The revenue to the crown of Portugal is estimated from ao 
to go, 000/. annually, clear of all expenses ; but the balance of 
trade is greatly against them, all their specie being drawn to 
. Lisbon. 

The currency of the island is Spanish, and consists of dollars,. 
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fosteringhand of the husbandman to produce every necessary, and 
almost luxury, oyife. Walnuts, chesnuts, and apples, flourish 
in the hills, almost spontaneously, and guanas, mangoes, and 
bananas, in wild exuberance. At the country residence of 
James Gordon, Esq. where we dined, and met with the most dis- 
tinguished hospitality, I saw a most surprising instance of rapid 
growth ; *a shoot of the tree, called the Limbriera Royal, started 
up, perpendicularly from the trunk, to a height of nearly thirty 
feet, from the month of January to that of October : it is, how- 
ever, to be observed, that the branches were lopped off, and it 
is supposed the juices of the trunk communicated to this stem. 

Corn of a very good quality grows in this island, and might 
be piroduced in plenty, but the inhabitants, whose characteristic 
is idleness, neglect its culture, and thereby subject themselves 
to the necessity of relying upon foreign imports. Their beef, 
mutton, and pork, are remarkably good, and they have game in 
the mountains. 

By order of the late governor, in 1800, the population was 
taken from the confessional returns, and, as he was himself a 
bishop, it may be inferred that the number stated below, which 


I procured from official authority, is accurate, viz. 

Number confessed, - . 95,000 

And, calculating 1 in 10 for children under 5 
years of age, the first period of their confes- 
sion, is equal to-------- - 9,500 


Maldffg in the aggregate the nuiRber of souls to be 1 04,500 


15,000 of whom were computed to be inhabitants of the 

* 

tnwn nf Funchal 
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singular pa’spectivi^ which, with the beautiful ap||prance oi 
the interspersed vUlas, churches, and mona^eries, form an 
arrangement both exquisite and delightful. 

* After being visited by the boat of health, our party proceeded 
OR shore in the evening j and upon being made known to the 
house of Messrs. Murdoch, Masterton, and Co. were politely 
invited to breakfast the ensuing morning. ^ 

At our appearance, in conformity with our appointment, we 
were introduced into the breakfast parlour by Mr. Wardrope, 
one of the acting partners, to his lady and sister, who received 
us with engaging civilities and attention. 

After our friendly meal, we perambulated the town of Fun- 
chal. and attended chapel, which so far from a house of 
devotion, presented to our contemplation a rendezvous for in^ 
trigue and the ictirement of a conversazione. 

Funchiale or Funcliai, takes its derivation from Funcho, sig- 
nifying in the Portuguese language, Fennel ; it is situated at 
the bottom of a bay, and may be considered disprq)ortionate to 
the island, in extent and appearance, as it is ill built, and the 
streets remarkably narrow and ill paved. The churches are 
decorated with ornaments, and pictures of images and saints, 
most wretchedly executed : I understand, however, that a much 
better taste is displayed in the convents, more especially that 
of the Frandscans, in which is a small chapel, exhibiting the 
disgusting view of human skulls and thigh bones lining Its 
walls. The thigh bones form a cross, and the skulls are placed 
in each of the four angles. * 

Nature has been very bountiful in her favours to Madeira ; its 
soil is ricli and various, and its climate is salubrious and ver- 
satile it abounds in natural productions, and only requires the 
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CHAPTER IV. . 

The JbtWbr proceeds to London.^-^Ri-mba^f fir Afrka,-^ 
Arrives at Madeira.^-Observations on that Mand.-^-Prosecu- 
tion of the Visage, and Arrival in the Sierra Leone Rivers hde. 

i 

Our happy arrival was celebrated at the Crown inn, where 
Captain Webb and his first Lieutenant (Younger) joined us ; 
jmySfned together, and separated with mutual kind wishes. The 
nert morning Mr. Burrowes and myself proceeded to London, 
and were once mom rapidly conducted into its busy scene. 

Without even time to greet my friends, I again left town for 
Portsmouth, to commit myself to the watery element, and 
revisit the shores I had so recently left; and on the tad of 
September sailed, in’ the, s^p Andersons, from St Helen's, 
under convoy of the Arab post sloop el war, commanded by 
Keith Maxwell, Esq. and the Favorite sloop of war, by John 
Davie, Esq. 

We anchored in Fundial Roads, island of Madeira, on S^tur-* 
day the itth of October, without experiencing any remarkable 
event 

When approaobihg the island of Madeira, it exhibits to the 
eye a strikingly beautiful and picHttesque view. The uneven 
surface of the hills, covered with plantations of vines, and 
various kinds of herbage, with the exception of partial spots 
burnt up I7 the heat of the sun in the dt^ season, displays a 
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If is this jove of his country which stimulates man to the 
noblest deeds ; and, leaving all other considerations, only obe- 
dient to its call, separates him from his most tender connections, 
and makes him risque his life in its defence. 

,C; ' 

" Where’er we roam, Whatever realm? to ace, 

“ Our hearts untravell’d fondly turn to thee ; 

“ Still to our country turn, with ceaseless pain, 

« And drag, at each remove, a lengthening chain.” 

Golosmith. 
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The commodities the natives require as payment may be pur- 
chased at Rag Fair, being extremely partial to cast off wearing 
apparel of every description. 

The men are extremely sloveply in their dress ; but the 
women are rather more correct and uniform, those of the better 
condition being habited in muslin, and their hair ornamented, 
and neatly plaited. 

They manufacture a narrow cloth of silk and cotton, which is 
in high estimation among them, and its exportation is prohibi- 
ted, except to Portugal. Considerable ingenuity is displayed in 
this manufacture, which is performed in a loom, differing very 
little from that used by the ruder inhabitants of the coast of 
Africa, and similar to the garter loom in England. They have 
horses and mules well adapted to their roads and rugged paths, 
which they ride most furiously, particularly the military, who 
advance at full speed' to a stone wall, or the side of a house, 
merely to shew their dexterity in halting. 

After being detained here for. several days in taking in stock 
and provisions, we ag^n weighed with the Crescent brig, and 
a sloop froJm Gambia, bound to London, under our convoy, 
and after a tedious and very anxious passage, arrived at 
Portsmouth on the 4th of August. We were detained under 
quarantine until the return of post from London, and proceeded 
on shore the following day. There is something in natale 
solum which .charms the soul after a period of absence, and 
operates so powerfully, as to fill it with indescribable sensations 
and delight. Every object and seem appeals so forcibly to the 
senses, enraptures the eye, and so sweetly attunes the mind, as 
to place this feeling among even the extacies of our, nature, and 
the most refined we are capable of enjoying. 
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that gravity of demeanor which distinguished than in their 
«M!t5 of external worship. The governor's excellent Madcin^ 
was taken in the most genuine spirit of devotion, accompanied 
by fervent exclamations upon its exccllait qualities, Upon per- 
ceiving this holy fervency in the pious fraternity, wepKed them, 
closely, and frequently joined them in flowing bumpers, until 
their ardour began to sink into brutal stu(xdity, and the 
morning's hymns were changed into revelry and bacchana- , 
ban roar. 

This, however, was rather a tax upon the governor's hospi- 
tality, as it deprived him of his CieUa, a commwi practice 
with him, almost immediately after the cloth is witlidrawn. 
When we came ashore the next morning, we were highly 
entertained with tlie anecdotes related to us of the pranks per- 
formed during the night by the convivial priests, many of whom 
were unable to fulfil the duties of the altar at the usual hour 
of prayer. 

The natives of St. Jago* with those of the neighbouring 
blauds, are mostly black, or of a mixed colour, vety encroaching 
in tlicir manners, and much addicted to knavery. The island 
is extremely rocky and uneven, but thevalliesare fertile. Tlie 
inhabitants raise cotton, and they have several sugar works; the 
quantity they raise of both, does not, however, much exceed 
their own consumption, but there is no doubt that it might be 
considerably augmented by industry, even for exportation ; but 
the natives arc indolent, and extremely listless in their habits. 
The only inducement in touching at this island is, to procure 
water and provisions ; the former is good, and the latter con- 
sists in Iwgs, turkeys, ducks, poultry, &c. but frequenUy, after 
they have been visited by a fleet, a great scarcity prevails. 

E 
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condition may be clfcrtually improved, and bis Iicreditaiy 
slavery exterininalcd. 

TIic natives of Afrioa resident upon the coast, are uniformly 
consideird as more ferocious and barbarous in their customs 
and manners, less numerous in population, and more encroach- 
ing and deceitful, than those of the interior. While this formi- 
dable oppostiun exists, and the bdneful influence of barbarous 
hal^ continues, it is in vain to look toremuricration by natural 
commerce, or to the establishment of dvtUzation. The Afirican's 
barbarity must be first here ast^iled, and the infinite resources 
upon tlie coasts and maritime rivers must be devdoped to hia 
view, to pre-dispose him to refine his condition, and adopt the 
civilized habits of life; nor is thmv any dt|ii||hich i met 
with upon the Windward Coast of Africa, more calculated to^ 
promote this beneficent undertaking, than t|ie island' t^Bance, 
from its locality of situation, being central to windward and 
leeward ojicration, commanding an extensive circle of inferior 
countr)’, and being long established in the estlifilKion of the 
natives of an extended district.^ But more of this subject in 
order. 
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CHAPTER V. 

Olmrvaiions upon the natural Productions of the River Sierra 
Leone. — The Author explores its Branches, interior to Bance 
Island, the Rochelle, and the Port Logo. — The Manners and 

Customs of the Inhabitants. — Their Commerce The Author's 

safe Arrival at Miffarc. 

The river of Sierra Leone abounds in fish, and the sperma- 
ceti whale has been occasionally found, the shark, the porpoise, 
eels, raackarel, mullet, snappers, yellow tails, cavillos, ten- 
pounders, &c. with the mannittee, a singular mass of shapeless 
flesh, having much the taste of beef, which the natives greatly 
esteem, and consider tlie highest offering they can make. 

Oysters are found in great abundance, attached to the inter- 
woven twigs and branches of the mangrove tree, to which they 
closely cling; and of the zoophytes, there is the common 
sponge to be found upon the sandy beaches, on the Boolum 
shore, and would, no doubt, bring a high price in England. 

The domestic animals of the adjoining countries are, cattle, 
siicep, goats, hogs, ducks, turkeys, and fowls, very inferior, how- 
ever, to those in Europe. The beasts of prey are, lions, leopards, 
hyainas, wild hogs in abundance, squirrels, monkies, antelopes, 
&c. with the civet and zibeth cats, and a most extraordinary 
animal, wtiich is found in the mountains of Sierra Leone and 
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the adjacent countries, a species of the ourang outahg, called by 
the natives, japanzee, or chimpanzee, but approaching nearer to 
the anatomy of the human frame than the former animal. 
Some of them, when full grown, are nearly 5 feet, and arc 
covered with black hair, long on the back, but thin and short 
upon the belly and breast ; the face is quite bare, and the hands 
and feet resemble those of man; its countenance is remarkably 
grave, similar to that of an old black niah, but its ears are 
straight ; it will imitate a human being in walking, sleeping, eat- 
ing, and drinking, and is certainly a most singular production of 
nature. Surgeon Burrowes, whom I have before mentioned, 
had a perfect skeleton of this animal, which, he assured me, 
differed in nothing from the human, but in^the spine, it being 
curved. This skeleton, I believe, now forms a part of the col- 
lection of JSurgeon-General Keate. 

There are, of amphibious animals, green turtles, hawk’s bills, 
and loggerheads, which grow to a great size, some of them 
weighing several hundred pounds, land turtles, fresh water 
turtles, alligators, extremely voracious, and from 12 to 15 feet 
in length; they will swallow a man, and at Bance Island 
Negro boys liave been frequently snatched up by them from the 
shore. There arc also a variety of the lizard species, witli the 
guava, and camelion. 

Snakes abound ; some of them haunt the liouses in the night, 
and prowl about for poultry, of which they are fond ; some have 
been found to measure above 18 feet ; and I have llie .skin of 
one in my posse.ssion, killed when young, above ]0 feet in 
length ; it is that species which swallows it.s prey entire ; .several 
animals were found in their perfect state vvlic 
to was cut open. 

F s 
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There is also an immense animal of this species, which I 
have heard the natives of this part of the coast describe, often 
exceeding 30 feet in length, and of an enormous size ; it is varie- 
gated with spots, and the head is covered with scales ; the 
tongue is fleshy and forked, but its bite is not poisonous ; it is 
to be found in the recesses of caves and thickets, from whence 
it suddenly darts upon its victim, whether man or beast : it fre- 
quently cliooses a tree, from which it reconnoitres the passing 
objects, supporting itself by the tail, which it twists round the 
trunk or branches : when it seizes animals, especially those of 
the larger kind, such as lions, tigers, &c. it dexterously, and 
almost instantaneously twists itself round their bodies in several 
folds, and by its powerful muscular force, breaks the bones, and 
bruises it in all its parts ; when this is done it covers the animal 
with a viscous cohesive saliva, by licking its body witii its 
tongue, which facilitates the power of swallowing it entire; 
this process is tedious, and it gradually sucks in tlie body, 
which, if large, renders it incapable of moving for some time, 
until it digests ; and this is the period which the hunters 
watch to destroy it ; it makes a hissing noise like a serpent, and 
has recourse to a variety of expedients to conceal itself ; it is 
called by the natives Tinnui, and is what I apprehend naturalists 
term the species of Boa constrictor: it is most commonly found in 
the sultry climates of Africa, and I believe is also an inhabitant 
of Asia and America. 

Insects are extremely numerous, of a nondescript species, and 
exceedingly beautiful : the most singular are termites, destructive 
to houses and fences built of wood ; ants, causing ruin to pro- 
visions ; cockr^lijhes and crickets, destroying leather, linen, and 
clothes; musquitos, sand-flies, centipedes, scorpions; and wild 
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bees, which are very productive of honey. The vermis and 
large barnacles abound, which are so destructive to shipping 
without copper bottoms. 

Esculent vegetables are various : Rice, which forms the chief 
part of the African’s sustenance. The rice-fields or lugars are 
prepared during the dry season, and the seed is sown in the 
tornado season, requiring about four or five months growth to 
bring it to perfection. • 

Yams, a nutritious substance, known in the West Indies. 

Camda or iassava, a root, of a pleasant taste when roasted 
or boiled, and makes an excellent calo?, superior in whiteness 
to flour. 

Papaw, of a deep green in its growth, but yellow when ripe, 
and is an excellent dish when boiled ; its leaves are frequently 
used by the natives for soap ; rope*? are made of the bark. 

Oranges and limes are in great abundance, and of superior 
quality, throughout the year ; but lemons degenerate much in 
their grow th, and in a few years are scarcely to be distinguished 
from the latter. Guavas, pumpkins, or pumpions, squash water 
mellons, musk mellons, and cucumbers, grow in the greatest 
perfection. The pumpkins grow in wild exuberance through- 
out the year, and make a good pudding or pie. 

Indian com, or maize, may be reaped several times through- 
out the year, only requiring about llirc'e months growth. 

Millet, with a multiplicity too tedious to enumerate. 

Sugar canes are not very abundant, but are of a good quality, 
which, under careful management and industry, would, no 
doubt, yield productive returns. 

Coffee trees, of ditterent nondescript species, only requiring 
the same interference. 
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Dyes, of infinite variety ond'sujierior textur( : yellow is pro- 
cured from the butter and tallow tree, producii g; a ji»ioe resem- 
bling gamboge, but more cohesive, and of a darker colour; the 
wood of this tree is firm, and adapted to a variety of purposes ; 
ks fruit is ibout the size of a tennis ball, nearly oval, thick in the 
littd, and of a pleasant acid taste, containing several seeds about 
the size of a walnut, and yielding a viscous substance used by 
the natives in their food. Red and black are procured from a 
variety of other trees and plants ; and ind^o growing in wild 
exuberance, particularly in the rivers more to the northward. 

Cotton, in great varieties, requiring only cultivation to raise 
it to perfection and amount. The natives manufacture from it 
a narrow cloth, which is made from thread, spun in a manner 
similar to the distaff. 

A species of silk cotton, or ether down, is produced on a 
large tree, called the pullam tra*. The quantity which the 
usual size bears may be computed at about 4 cwt. in pods of 6 
to 9 inches long, 4-^ in circumfo’ence, and about inch in 
diameter, which, upon being exposed to the heat of the .sun, is 
distended to an incredible bulk. It is much superior to down 
for tlie couch, and, from its elasticity, might be of great utility 
in the manufacture of hats. This tree is in great estimation 
among the Africans, and is frequently regarded by them as 
their Felisb. Every town almost has a tree of this species 
towering over its huts, which its chief tells the traveller with 
exultation he of his father planted. 

Tobacco is uncertain, but I entertain very little doubt that it 
might be raised upon the more luxuriant soils. 

Pepper, more particularly near Cape Mount, of several sorts, 
^aboobo, Massaaba, Massa, Araquona, Tosan, &c. ; the three 
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first are of a weaker flavour, ai)4 arc oblong and angular in 
their seeds ; bat the last excels in pungency, and is fiip native 
Malaguetta pepper of Africa, 

The ^ad-fruit tree, is simjlarJij RpjyraDce, to, the 
and grows in the low^ sandy situations Cff the Boplum sfioSn^ 
producing a fruit exceedingly natrido^^ and larger than an 
apple. 

Tamarinds in great variety and plenty : the velvet tamarind 
abounds in the Bananas, also the white and brown ; but the latter 
are most in esteem, and are very fine. 

Okras, the fruit of a small tree, res^bling the English mal- 
lows, which put into soup gives it a gelatine quality, highly 
alimental ; the leaves make a good spinage, ' 

The palm tree, producing the oil so denominated, is one of the 
most useful trees to the African, yielding him meat, drink, and 
raiment. Where it grows, it is an indication of a good soil. 
It is remarkably tall, without branches, having regular and 
gradual jirotubcrances, from the bottom towards the top, ending 
in H\e or six clusters of nuts, shaded by large deciduous leaves. 
The nuts, wliich arc about the size of a hazle nut, have a hard 
kernel, encompassed by a clammy unctuous substance, covered 
by a thin skin, and the oil is produced from them by being cx- 
jx)sed to the sun, wliich, by its influence, opens the juices; 
subsequent to this exposure, the nuts are put into a boiler full of 
water, and a iKpiid, in the process of boiling, flows upon the top, 
which when skimmed off, soon hardens and turns rancid; the 
kernel of the nut, after this process, is taken out of tlic bdJcr, 
beat in a j'aloon, and put into clear water, the shell of the nut 
sinks, and its contents float upon the surface, which, when skim- 
med as before, is finally put into a pot, fried, and carefully 
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poured off, producing another kind of oil, used as butter, and 
having in a great degree its quality. 

The wine is extracted from the tree by forming an incision at 
the bottom of every cluster of nuts, from each of which flows 
about a gallon of wine per day, for a wcel^, when they are closed 
until the ensuing season. The liquid, when newly taken from the 
tree, resembles whey, and in that state has a sweetish agreeable 
taste, but it soon ferments and grows sour, changing to a strong 
vinegar of a disagreeable smell : in its fermented state it is most 
esteemed by the natives, and is productive of inebriety. 

A substance overtops the clusters about 10 or 13 inches in 
diameter, and 3 or 4 feet in height, in a full grown tree, from 
whence proceeds a stalk, about 4 inches in length, which, on 
being boiled in water, makes an excellent vegetable resembling 
cabbage, or rather, in taste, the cauliflower ; the leaves of the 
tree are converted by the natives into baskets, fishing nets, 
and cloth. 

Medicinal plants. CoUa is highly esteemed by the na- 
tives, and they attribute to it the virtues of Peruvian bark; the 
Portuguese ascribe the same quality to it, and dispatch from 
their factories small vessels to collect all they can procure, 

Ca&Lor Oil Rbinum . — The bush which produces the bud 
from which this oil and valuable medicine is extracted, grows 
in great exuberance upon the Windward Coast, and its vici- 
nity. A species of bark is in great abundance also, and is said 
to be equal in virtue to the Peruvian. 

Tlie foregoing enumeration of natural productions, is the 
result of unscientific enquiry only ; but unquestionably, indus- 
trious and professional research, would discover infinitely 
more to philosophic and commercial contemplation, and deve- 
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lope the arcana of nature, dormant here thrOttgK ignorance and 
barbarism. 

On the loth of May, I set out from Bance Island, with the 
view of exploring the two branches of the Sierra Leorie river, 
the Rochelle, and the Port Logo. After rowing a few hours f 
arrived at the factory of Milfar6, formerly occupied by a Mr. 
Berauld, a Frenchman, but now attached to Bance Island. 

Mr. Hodgkin, with his people, then in possession of the fac- 
tory, accompanied me up the Port Logo branch the following 
morning, taking a number of tow'ns in our why, and visiting 
the chiefs. The course of this branch of the river is extremely 
serpentine, and is navigable for light vessels to a little way from 
the town of Port Logo, which is now the residence of Ali- 
mami, a Mandingo chief, who assumes the title of emperor. 
The banks are overgrown with the mangrove tree, interw'oven 
together, so as to form an almost impenetrable thicket, excluding 
the air, which, with the extreme heat of the sun, and the 
noxious insects which are extracted by its rays from the swamps 
and woods, renders this navigation intolerably oppressive. The 
chief part of its trade is in .slaves, camw'ood, and ivory, llie 
latter, however, being small, although Port Logo commands a 
very extensive’^ack country. When we came near the town of 
Port Logo, which is extremely difficult of approach at low 
water, we announced our visit by saluting in the manner of 
this country, which .is what they call bush firing, or in other 
words is a continued irregular firing of musquetry. 

It was soon discovered who we were, and crowds of natives 
flocked down from the upper town, which is situated on the 
declivity of a hill, to. give us service, or to pay their respects. 
Our first visit was to Marriba, one of Alimami's head men, and 

A 

a resident of what they consider the lower town, 

G 
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Upon our arrival at ^rril»’i,::iious^i wip f^un^ hitp at feis de- 
votions in the palaverrhpMse, a sh^ under which the natives daily 
assemble to pray, or discuss public alfairs. He recraved us with 
every demonstration of regard, and iramedktely offered his 
services to conduct us to Alimaipi. The old chief preceded us, 
vwth his long gold-headed cane, and our rear was brought up by 
a number of armed men, who had assembled to give us a favour- 
able reception. Our salute had pleased Alimami,. and being 
before known to him, he was determined to shew us every respect. 
The heat of the suti was almost intolerable, and before we 
arrived at the top of the hill where the imperial palace stood, I 
was nearly exhausted. The entrance to this large square of 
irregular mud buildings, is through a narrow passage or gate, 
forming an oblong square of mud, covered with thatch, and 
facing Alimami’s house ; we were ushered through this by one 
of his head men, and proceeded in the order we set out to Ali- 
mami, who was s^ed at the top of the square, surrounded by 
his chiefs, upon a mat spread upon a raised bank of mud, dress- 
ed in a' turban, after the Turkish fashion, and a loose manding, 
robe, or shirt. 

Several pleaders were haranguing two of his judges, who 
were seated at a distance, in palaver, or council, to take cogni- 
zance of a dispute relative to some slaves ; and although our 
arrival had excited the curiosity of every inhabitant of the town, 
yet we passed the tribunal without interruption, their attention 
being absorbed on the subject of their sitting. The whole 
compass of the square was scarcely equal to contain their ora- 
tory, their voices being so extremely loud as to be heard dis- 
tinctly, without the walls, Accompanied by menacing attitudes. 
Passing this declamatory assembly, we paid our obeisance to 
Alimami, who was graciously pleased to receive us in the 
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man^ner of hi$ country, with jjpett civility, an^ immediately 
spreiid mWs for whhliiaijSi handi near liiAlf It was 
im|)Q«sibIe, although acetbtomed to these {»Qj)le, toShtdrOplatc 
the surrounding objo^ts without hiterest ‘ I had previously 
been acquainted vvith this chief at Bance Island!, where he was 
in a high degree restrained by European mannOrS ; but here, 
every thing was native and original. All came to give us 
service, which is performed asi have mentioned. A goat and 
a couple of fowls were next presented for our dinners, for which 
an oficrlng more valuable was expected, and i>f course complied 
with. This mutual interchange of civilities being fulfilled, our 
attention was excited by the oratot^ who by this time were 
extremely clamorous; one of them. With an aspect the most 
furious, ran up to where I was seated, and addressing AHmarai, 
s lid, “ that as proof his palaver be good, white man come to 
give him Rcr\ice while he address him on the subject of his de- 
mand attaching to that circumstance, the su|)er5titious idea 
that he was right, and that I was his /dis^ to establish that 
rig'.t 

I then enquired of Aliraami the nature of the trial ; he re- 
plied, “these men tell their story, I appoint two judges to hoar’ 
them, who are to report to me what they say, and their opinions 
of tlie matter, but I hear all that already and they cannot tell 
me wrong: I then give judgment.” Or in other woids morc^ 
expressive of his meaning; these men make their complaint to 
my head men, or the judges I have appointed to hear it; it is 
^heir business to make me a true report, and give me their 
opinion on the merits of the case ; and although I am not now 
supposed to hear it, yet I am so situated as to hear the wiiole, 
andean thereby check any corrupt practices in the judges 

G a 
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I had now leisure to examine the interior of Alimami’s resi- 
dence ; it consisted of a square of irregular buildings, thatched 
with bamboo, and covered with roofs, supported by pillars of 
wood, at abour6 feet distance, projecting about the same jumi' 
her of feet beyond the skeleton of the fabric, and forming a kind 
of palisado. which serves as a shade for retirement from the heat 
of the'sun, and under which, the inhabitants indulge in repose, 
or sit in familiar intercourse. 

During my conversation with Alimami, his brother, a fat 
jolly fellow, was reposing himself upon his mat, reading his 
Arabic prayer book, which, upon examination, I found executed 
in a neat character, and from his interpretation, was a record of 
fabulous anecdotes of his family, and containing confused ex- 
tracts from the Koran. 

The Mandingos are professed Mahomeduns, whose influco.ce 
is spreading with so muqh rapidity on this part of the coast, that 
several of the other tribes have submitted to their authurily : .-.o 
strong an impression has their superior attainments and book- 
knowledge imprinted on their minds. In no instance can their 
growing influence appear more conspicuous than in that of 
Alimami being vested vdtn authority over the Port Logo, of 
which he is not a native, and over .a people originally infidels. 
Formerly this tribe of Mandingos were itinerant Jelhb makers 
.and priests, but now they are numerous to the nortiiward of 
Sierra Leone, from whence a wide district receives their rulers 
and, chieftains. 

After an audience of considerable length, Alimami retired 
with several of his chiefs, and soon after I had a message that he 
wished to see me in another part of his dwelling. I had previ- 
ously noticed to iiim that I intended shortly to embark fof*’ifw 
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country. When conducted to his presence, he veiy crnphaHcally 
(*nquired “ if what I tell him be true ?” I replied ** jt ,was ; but 
iliat 1 go to do him and his countrymen good; that he know 
tins wai tho /, li tune Hook them, but never forget them,'’ 
“Wr .d’ kiio \ mat,” IK replied, “but white man that come 
mwong us, 1 .ever ' tay long lime ; you he good man, and wc wish 
you live amony .is — How many moon you be gone from us ?”•— 
“ About ten moon ; how would you like to go with me, Alima- 
ini “ 1 like that much, but black man not be head enough tu 
do what wliitc man docs and putting his hand to his bosom, he 
took fi'om it a j)iecc of gold in the form of a heart; and said, " take 
that for me.” 'Po have refused it would have been an insult; 

I therefore accepted it : adding, “ that I would tie it to fine 
rihand, and wear it when Hook my country, to let Englishmen 
see what fine present he make me.” *He was (juite pleased with 
the lea, an ! oxiirc.ssed his satisfaction with great fervency. 

s ) '1 cit 1. I ofiered to take my leave, and was accompanit'd 
't\ ium an ' Ir. . chiefs to the gate, where I bade him adieu, 
'id p n ( J t.irough the town, paying my respects to its inhabi- 
"int^', an . among others, to the schoolmaster, whos' v..- iTablc 
ajijvaranoc, auu superior <;itelugenco excited my .-esj -cl and- 
esteem. 

Hp-'ii our leturn Maniba’s house, wn were happy to par- 
tai.o cf ,1 oountr/ m'c'is of iice, bculed with fowls, palm oil, and 
other compounJs. The chief could not be prevailed to eat with 
us, hut attended us with great assiduity during our meal. The 
imperial guard aC(.ompanied us to our canoe, and we returned 
to Miflan'‘ without accident. 

The following morning we proceeded to the branch of the 
Rocliell which wc found more diversified and picturesque than 
th* Port Logo, and its borders better inhabited. 
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Proceeding up this branch, and visiting the chiefs in our way, 
and the inhabitants of a number of villages, we arrived at Billy 
Manshu’s Town, a little chief of very considerable intelligence, 
and who treated us with great hosjutajity : here we slept. 

We arose early, and pursued our course up the branch, pas- 
sing one of the most regular built towns I have observed in 
Africa, now Morrey Samba’s, but formerly Morrey Bunda’s 
Town. Morrey Bunda was originally a Manding, and fetish 
maker to Smart, the chief who commands an extensive country 
on that side of the Rochell branch towards the Sherbro, and rose 
into notice and influence : he is now dead. The town is sur- 
rounded by a mud wall, and at the entrance, and upon each 
angle of the oblong square which encloses it, there are towers 
erected feu* the purposes of defence. The wall, with the towers, 
completely obscures the buildings which form the town, and 
serve as a guard against any depredations of cneinios, while it 
shelters the inhabitants from the effects of their arrows or nius- 
quetry, Morrey Bunda has displayed in his plans of fortifica- 
tions, considerable ingenuity, considering the circumstances he 
had to provide against, and the predatory nature of African 
wars, which are uniformly to surprise the inhabitants of a village 
or town while asleep, or in any other unguarded state, seldom 
or ever coming to a general engagement in the open country, 
but acting under the protection of some ambush, or other place 
of security, which, while it is calculated to conceal their num- 
bers, serves as a retreat from their successful opponents. 

Leaving Moirey Samba's we passed by a number of other 
villages, until we arrived at one of Smart’s trading towns, called 
Mahenijisituated upon an eminence, and commanding a most 
delightful pro.spect of the meandering course of the river, inter- 
spersed with islands, displaying a great diversity of appearance. 
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Smart ha? very wisely chpsen this as it is not only a 
charming situation, healthy, and delightful, but wall situated 
to command a very extensive internal trade in canlwQOd and 
ivory, besides being contiguous to the Sberlso, from wbenpe A 
great portion of the camwood is procured, and ^uated on the 
principal branch of the Sierra Leone. In addition to these local 
advantages, he has recently opened a path with the inferior, 
coramunicdting with the Foolah country, which Is entirely 
his influence, and which he can open and abut at pleasure. It 

Jt 

would be of incalculable advantage to any operation to secure* 
the friendship of this chief : he possesses a very superior mind, 
and, from his cennection witli Bance Island, h«s acquired a 
knowledge of Eurt)pean ideas and manners seldom to be met 
with among any of the chiefs on this part of the coast. From 
the various opportuni<-ies I have had to consult Smart on his 
gcneial sentiuicnts relative to his country, and the freedom of 
intercourse I have had w.th him, >am well persuaded that he 
would bo a powerful and imelligent auxiliary in promoting the 
civiluation of his country, upon a liberal principle, calculated to 
Its condition, and having a tendency toeiadicate its barlwism ; 
but he is one, of many more upon this quarter of the oast, who 
have no reliance upon the attempts that have been made, and 
deplores, with regret, that through the want of a correcA know- 
ledge of the dispositions of his countrymen, an ignorance of the 
nature of the evil to be removed, and the invidious principles 
which constituted the establishments that have been formed to 
promote this beneficent undertaking, his country is still ex- 
cluded from the light of trutli, and the refined arts of clvflized 
life. • 

From Mahera we proceeded to Rociieli, anotlj«r of Mr. 
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Smart's towns, more insular, wher« I expected to have met him, 
in conformity with an arrangement previously made, to visit him 
at his towns, and see, as he observed, his country fashion. Upon 
our reaching this point of our expedition, we were saluted by a 
numerous assemblage of chiefs and natives, going to join my 
friend Smart in one of his wars with his opposite neighbours 
and rivals, the Cammarancies, inhabiting the country towards 
the Port Logo. The cause of quarrel was, that these people 
had seized upon the rafts and canoes which brought the cam- 
wood over the falls higher up the river, and had demolished 
several storehouses belonging to Smart and his {leople, engaged 
in that trade. Smart, with a part of his forces, had crossed the 
river only an hour before, and another division were embarking 
to join him at a place of rendezvous upon the enemy’s territory, 
with tlie intention of cautiously approaching during the night to 
some of their towns, and surprising them before tliey had arisen 
from sleep. Nothing coultf exceed the novelty of this sight; 
the chiefs and their followers were armed with their bows and 
arrows, and other rude implements of war, and completely in 
their native character; in addition to their native weapons, 
some had musquets, procured from Europeans in trade, swords, 
and various other manufacture, supplied by traders, exhibiting an 
appearance, of which no idea can be formed, without a personal 
knowledge of this barbarous people. The chiefs, in particular, 
were covered with gris-gris and fetishes, a mixture of feathers 
and other preposterous materials, calculated to obliterate any 
trace of human appearance, and possessing the virtue, as they 
conceived, of slijelding them from danger. Solemn palaver is 
always ,^eld upon these occasions, and their gris-gris makers, 
fetish men, and priests, exorcise their absurd decorations, which, 
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in their estimation, operate as guardian angels in the hour of 
difficulty and peril. 

Having occasion to visit a gentleman resident at some dis- 
tance, we left our canoes at Kocliell, and proceeded on foot, 
Cdbba, one of the chiefs, accompanied us willi a guard, being 
apprehensive, as he observed, that bad might happen us, as 
war live in the country.” We passed through a remarkably 
fertile country, presenting an infinite variety of natural produc- 
tions. Our path was frequently lined with pine-apples, in ail the 
luxuriance of nature; but amidst this animating landscape, we 
beheld deserted villages, ravaged by the ferocious hand of man ; 
and all the traces of barbarous devastation. We fell in with 
several armed jiarties, with whom I conversed upon the subject 
of the war, wliich appeared to be of a predatory nature, and the 
consequence of insatiate avarice and barbarous habits. * 

.'\t length we arrived, much fatigued, at Mr. Green’s (at 
Massou), with whom we rested for the night, receiving every 
kindness and attention in his power to bestow. I am indebtedto 
this gentleman lor a variety of useful information relative to a 
wide extent of country. His education and acquirements are of 
the first class, and I could not view such a man, insulated from 
polished society, which he was qualified to adorn, and shut up 
in the wilds of Africa, among barbarians, w-lthout a mixture of 
pain and surprise; nor did I depart from him without sympathy 
and regret, after he had confided to me his motives, and the 
outlines of his life, w'iiich were marked with eventful incidents, 
and extraordinary occurrences. 

1 1 \ .as my object to liave proceeded from Ma.ssou to Kccond, 
the principal tov\n of Smart’s residence, and from tliencc to 
j)enetrate to the falls of the river, which, from every information 

H 
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1 received, exhibit a sublime scene ; but, on account of the dis- 
turbed state of the country, and that chief’s absence, I was 
obliged to give up my intention, and return to Rochell, from 
whence we rowed down the river to the town of our little hos- 
pitable chief, Billy Manshu ; where we stayed the night. The 
following day we arrived safe at Miffar^ ; and although Smart 
had given orders at Mahera to stop all canoes, w^e were suffered 
to pass; the chiefs observing, “ that they knew we would not 
tell their enemies, when we came among them, what we saw 
them do.” Had we been strangers, it is more than probable we 
should have fallen victims to the fury of these barbarians, who, 
in the towns we passed, were excited to a savage fierceness, higiily 
descriptive of the natural ferocity of the African character. 

At MifFar^, formerly occupied by Monsieur Berauld, as pre- 
viously noticed, who had lately paid the common debt of 
nature, and who w'as here buried by his own desire, I had the 
opportunity of ascertaining a singular custom prevalent in this 
country towards the dead, and which strongly elucidates the 
prevailing ideas of its inhabitants, relative to tlic immortality of 
the soul and a future state. 

After Monsieur Berauld's interment, his women, and the head 
people of the town, assembled round the grave occasionally, for 
a series of days, requiring every evening, from Mr. Hodgkin, 
a candle to light his grave, which they kept burning during the 
period of their mourning, under the idea that it would light him 
in the other world. In addition to this, a still more singular 
rite was performed on this occasion, by Alimami, of the Port 
Logo, and a numerous assemblage of natives, who sacrificed a 
bull to the departed spirit of Berauld, who was held in great 
estimation among them. From authority I cannot doubt, I 
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am persuaded that when slaves have been redundant, human 
sacrifices have been ofed to the manes of their favourite 
chiefs and princes. This horrid custom, which is even ex- 
tended, in many of the districts of Africa, to the productions of 
the earth, is a most serious subject to contemplate, and a fea- 
ture of barbarism, pregnant with melancholy consequences to 
that class of beings, whom a late legislative act has aban- 
doned to contingencies, and the uncontrolled power and 
avarice of other nations. 
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CHAPTER VI. 


Return to Bance Island. — General Observations on the Commerce, 
Religion, Customs, and Character of the Natives upon the 
Windward Coast. — An Account of the requisite Merchandize 
for Trade, the best Mode of introducing natural Commerce and 
Civilization into Africa, &c. 

The morning after my last arrival at MifFare I returned to 
Bance Island ; before I leave it, it may not perhaps be considered 
as inexpedient at tliis stage of my narrative, to submit to my 
readers an account of the present state of commerce upon the 
Windward Coast of Africa, the merchandize used therein, a 
general outline of the religion, customs, and character of its na- 
tives, and the system I conceive eligible, and consistent vvitli 
the claims of humanity, by which their intellectual powers may 
be improved, and their enslaved state ameliorated ; while our 
commercial ascendency may be preserved with this region of 
the earth, and our enemies excluded from those important 
advantages, which it only requires intelligence and enterprise to 
unfold. 

In accomplisliing this important part of my duty I beg leave 
to state, that my reflections are the result of much deliberation 
upon the subject, derived from manifold sources of information, 
and that I am the zealous advocate of the radical abolition of the 
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slavery of the human kind. The motives by which I am 
actuated are, a philanthropic feeling fur my species, Christian 
princij)les, humanity, and justice: Itowever I may differ, in the 
means I shall propose, from iDany truly benevolent characters, 
yet I trust that they will do me the justice to consider that ray 
intentions are congenial with theirs in the cause of humanity. 

I shall confine myself to a digested summary of actual 
observations on the trade, law^s, customs, and manners of the 
people I have had occasion to visit; nor shall I attempt to enter 
into a minute detail on subjects already ably delineated to 
British merchants, and with which they are intimately con- 
versant; but I shall treat of those branches of commerce which 
have been hitherto confined to local knowledge, and not 
generally known; submitting to the superior powm of the 
legislature, the incalculable advantages to be derived by their 
interference to promote the agricultural and commercial esta- 
blishments upon the maritime districts of Africa, as the only 
appropriate measure to attain a facility of intercourse with the 
interior, and to enlarge the circle of civilized society. 

If my endeavours tend to increase the commerce of my coun- 
try, and eventually to emancipate the African, my design will 
be accomplished, and my fondest hopes will be gratified. 

In pursuance of my plan, 1 shall first detail the present 
number of slaves, and dead cargo, annually exported, upon an 
average, from the Windward Coast of Africa, &c. from the in- 
formation acquired from the traders of most intelligence in the 
respective ri\ers, and from my own observation. 



54 


observations upon the 


1 

1 

Names op Places. 

Slaves. 

u 

0 

> 


Rice. 

s 

en 

0 

A 

3 

s i 

31 0. 

Amount 

Sterling. 

River Gambia, and Island of Goree - 
Rio Noonez - - 

D 1^ - ^ _ 

2,000 

600 

2,000 

3.200 

500 

1.200 
2,000 



1 

150 

— 


IVlO 1 OjJgO 

River Sierra Leone, adjacent Rivers, \ 
and Isles de Loss, inclusive - - / 

River Sherbro - - 

— — *Galliinas 

Cape Mount to Cape Palmas - » - 

B 

—— 

1 

1 100 




0 

0 

540 

1,100 

* 5 ^ 

100 

305 » 5 Pp| 


Estimating slaves at 20/. each ; ivory, 350/. ; camwood, 25/. ; 
rice, lo/. ; wax, 100/. ; and Malaguetta pepper, lol, per ton, at 
first cost upon the coast of Africa ; the whole produces tlie sum 
of 305,500/. sterling ; to which may be added a three-fold ex- 
port to leeward, which will make an aggregate amount of 
nearly one million sterling. In addition to the foregoing exem- 
plification, we have to contemplate the great multiplicity of 
natural productions, abounding in this extent of region, namely, 
indigo, numerous plants for staining, cotton in wild exuberance, 
cocoa, coffee, and aromatic plants, &c. &c. Wild bees are so 
extremely numerous, that wax forms an important article of trade 
which might be considerably increased ; substances proper for 
making soap are also to be found in great abundance, raw hides, 
more especially in the Gambia, and the countries insular to the 
Rio Noonez and Rio Pongo; gold is procured from Bambouk, 
and tobacco is found in every direction, which might be greatly 
increased by cultivation and an improved soil ; cattle, poultry, 
Guinea hens, different species of game, fish, with other animals ; 
fruits, and a variety of vegetable productions, calculated to 
satisfy every luxurious want and desire. To these objects of 
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commerce may be added, the now important article of sugar, 
which might be raised to a great amount, in various districts of 
Africa, as the climate is propitious to the growth of the sugar- 
cane, which, under proper cultivation, might be raised in great 
l)erfection. 

The lands upon the banks of the Gambia, the Rio Noonez, 
the Rio Grande, the Rio Pongo, in the Mandingo country, 
Sierra Leone, Sherbro, &c. are universally allowed to be 
extremely fertile in many places, and abundant in vegetation 
and population. 

These countries produce various hard woods, well adapted 
to cabinet work and ship building, and are singular in their qua- 
lites and properties. 

The most remarkable are, ist. the cevey, or kinney wood, 
which grows about the size of the oak, in England, and may be 
cut into planks of 20 feet by 15 inches. Its texture is some- 
thing of the ash grey and mahogany, variegated with stripes, 
fancifully disposed, and is therefore adapted to cabinet work ; its 
qualities for ship building arc peculiar, having the virtue of 
resisting the worm and vermis, so destructive to shipping in 
tropical climates, and corroding iron ; it grows in great abun- 
dance. Any quantity of this wood put into water sufficient to 
cover it, will, in a few hours, produce an unctuous substance 
floating on the top, resembling verdigrise, and of a poisonous 
quality. 

Secondly, the dunjay wood, rather coarser in the grain, but 
harder in quality than the Spanish Bay mahogany. It possesses 
the same peculiarities as the cevey or kinney, in resisting the 
worm in salt water, and corroding iron. It may be procured in 
any quantity. And, 
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Thirdly, the meiley wood, or gris-^gris tree, another species of 
mahoganj', abundant in growth, having a more rare quality 
tTian the foregoing, resisting the worm in both salt and fresh 
water; it is extremely hard, and its juices so poisonous, in the 
premature state, as to cause instant death. 

The manifold and neglected productions of this extraordinary 
continent require only to be developed, and when the useful arts 
of Europe are introduced here, ample recompense will attend 
the benevolent undertaking, natural liistory will be much en- 
larged, and mankind be greatly benefited. The claims of 
humanity, the distinguished part it has taken in an unnatural 
and much to be deploivd commerce, loudly unite with a wise 
policy, in one impressive appeal to the feelings of the more re- 
fined inhabitants of Europe, and to none more tiuui those of 
•Englishmen. 

The goods adapted to African commerce ai e, 

Kast India goods— coushtmg of bafts, [)yrampauls, chillocs, 
romals, neganipauts, niccanecs, red and blue ciiintz, Guinea 
stuffs, bandanoes, sastracundics, ^c. 

Manchester goods . — Cotton chillocs, cushtaes, neganipauts, 
j)liotaes, romal handkerchiefs, silk handkerchiefs, &c. Linen 
Briianias, slops, spirits, tobacco, guns, swords, trade chests, 
cases, jars, powder, umbrellas, boats, canvas, cordage, pitch, 
tar, paints, oil, and brushes, empty kegs, kettles, pans, lead 
basons, earthenware, hardware, beads, coral, iron bars, lead 
bars, common caps, Kilmarnock ditto, flints, pipes, leg and hand 
manillocs, snuff' boxes, tobacco boxes, cargo hats, fine ditto, 
hair trunks, knives, looking glasses, scarlet cloth, locks, shot, 
glass ware, stone ware, provisions, bottled ale and porter, 
ke. ko. 
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just copceptiott pf manufepture* the 

African 1rat|e„ awl the iterant !|?panehtM^ ljQ*wi^4t;ia,ilHed, 
yeildicg' support to a AiUnemui^lb^yr.of at^hants, ttianufrt^ 
tutors, artizans, and man^ of the iaho^ri,ng<claS8 ofthe(K)m- 
nlo^ity* 

Generally speaking, the Afrioani at^ uPftcquaint^ with specie 
as a circulating medium : of '(:»tn|d<frce»;‘lkhough they'frirm to 
themselves an ideal standard, by which fthey estimate the value 
of the commodities in barter ; this, however, fluctuates on vari- 
ous phrts of the coast. 


From Senegal to Cape Mesurado, the medium df calculation 
is termed a bar; from thence to the eastward of Cape Palmas, 
the computation is in rounds; and on the Gold Coast in ackits 
of gold, equal to 4/. sterling, and of trade only half that value. 

At Goree the bar, under the French, was 4 pieces of *4 sous, 
and 1 of 6 ; but at present the bar is considered a dollar. 

The is by no means a precise value, but Subject to much 
variation ; the quantity and quality of the articles materially 
differing in many parts of the coast, and frequently on livers of 
a near vicinity; for example, six heads of tobacco are equal in 
trade to a bar, as is a gallon of rum, or a fathom of chintz. 

A piece of cloth which,, in one place, will only pass for 6' bars, 
will in others fluctuate to sd; hence tho trader' must form an 


average standard, to redUcq his assortment to an equilibrium. 
The following are the barter prices now established through- 
out a considerable extent .(Jjf the Windward Coast ; but it is to 
be observed, they are subject to fluctuation from locality of 
situition and other circurnstan^. 
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1 baTt - - 6 bars | .1 ^to*s gjiti’***'' ' | bars 

3 ifenny cbinh St |lW|fe 8 I il buccartfet* 

-1 white baft ^ - 6 1 1 dozen of duilfesel '8 


1 byramjftut - 6 

I'ciillloe - • 6 ' 

3 bijudapaut - '6 ' ' 

1 cushtae " 5 *' 

i bonny blueromal* ‘ 5 ‘ 

3 nidcatiee ‘ - 5 ^ 

1 sastntcundib' - 4 

1 India cherridety 6 
1 tafiety - *• 

1 cottatiee - - i« 

1 dozen biitannias - 8 

1 piece of bandanas - 6 

1 barrel of powder - 60 
1 fowling gun - 8 

3 burding - - 6 


1 sWord blade / ‘ « 

1 iron bar - " - 1 

1000 arangoes - 30 
1 buncliof ^int beads 1 
1 of mock coral 1 
Red pecado gib, ibr. 1 
Seed beads, ditt<» - 3^ 

Batteiy ditto - 1 

1 Mandingo kettle t 
1 dozen of hardware 3 
3 hason » * 1 

1 ton of salt - - 60 

1 fine hat * - 5 

Tobacco, 81 b. to - 1 

Rum, per gallon 1 


Prime ixxtfy is procured at a bar per lb. and escrevals, or 
pieces urtier pplb. 3 bar for each i^lb. 

As the natives are unacquainted with arithmetic, their nume- 
riciil calculations are carried on by counters of pebbles, gun- 
flints, or cowries. ^ , 

j!iifter the number of bars is decided upon, a counter, or 
pebble, 8 cc. is put down, representing every bar of inerchan- 
dij^e^ until tine whole is exhausted, when ,t)]^ palav^ is finished ; 
and, as they have vhj little idea of* the value of time, they will 
m evfly rf ddiy, apd'ci^ « b^. 



the 20 d the ower fiaf^ «]i 
l^t h|ttiJ/c^ t|e c|}^t^h'!^1|^i|ihghoth 

and if it r^uire9’>to’ beve!^|f^j^^^.^^ 
"i$’re^4ted'.;'\'-Vy-, 

"Among the F^|ahs in^i^^miar, 
caitied;pn with^ 'extreme 't^ihm'V^ -X^lSirh hi^|l''<j^^^|rj^ 
thing .th^ have jgnj .bat'te^^^ The Mason in 
bring thdr trade to the. <i)ast ;it during'jlfe dry tironthl, inllt^ 
genewlly traveHti thelfehtrbl of a chi^ or ^ad 

man. Thehead manbf the'j^rty^e^ be lot^ped mii|.ae> 

commpdated by thefhct^^ and bisfore they enter Ujpdn bd^iiess/ 
he expects the latW h htk serv&e, or d preSeht of kiwai 
Malaguetta pepper, tobadco, paliia oil, arid yice j tf they <^t ofl^e 
koja, and the preserit is not' tetbrriedj^t i^ah begih^^ 
trade, by making a long speech, in which heli^ghiles the dlilp 
culljes and dangers he has had td surmbnnC ^. ; mbtui^' int^l 
preters report this harangue. The t^e for Tice is. settled with 
little delay,' byt every tooth of i^r^ reqiiiibs a nbW palaver^ djid 
they will depute for a ’whole^ay fopk' h^r 
deierihined firrnrtcss. . 

When the pajav^ ahd ti^de '^nb^Mrbuj^^ eXr 

pect a, '.present, "with ‘Ih^acfor," ' tliby'; 

march dif .shigihl hfe piti& w&tf 

they hl®6t on tne ioba. 

' ^;Thl , annuii 

i'dii^hs,' "Ms" -^h ■ ^p^onX s(erin0‘;'J^l 

'^ihl^gh large tfemhtehit^^^_-'bpft''in'ade .'iic 

.Afnfe|n;tner^ants, yet. ith^ ,hgve been btovitjfejd fpr m 

IM--- 
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prodttefe by the planters,' ‘ Politically considered, rt will appear, 
that its regeneration might haVe been more appropriately the 
progressive work of time ; and humanely viewed, it will also 
appear, from my subsequent remarks, that by those means 
alone the African can be freed from, his shackles, and his con- 
dition efficaciously improved, ' ^ 

But to proceed with the intention of this chapter, I shall next 
make some remarks on the religion, customs, and character of 
the natives of the Windward Coast. 

The natives on this part of the coast, and indeed throughout 
Africa, are in general extremely superstitious ; they believe in 
witchcraft, incantations, and charms, and in certain Mahomedan 
doctrines, adopted from itinerant devotees and priests of that 
persuasion, who are numerous among them, and make a trade 
of selling charms. The Baggoes, Nellos, Susees, Timinees, &c, 
occasionally worship and offer sacrifices to the Devil, and are 
equally confused in their conception of the Supreme Being, of 
whose attributes they entertain an assemblage of indistinct ideas, 
of which it is impossible to give any clear description. They will 
tell the traveller with great apathy, “ they never saw him, andij 
he live be he too good to hurt them" Their acts of devotion are 
the consequence of fear alone, and are apparently divested of 
any feelings of thankfulness or gratitude for the blessing they 
receive from the good Spirit which th^ suppose to exist. The 
Devil, or evil spirit, which they suppose to exist also, claims 
their attention from the injury they suppose him capable of in- 
flicting, and is worshipped under a variety of forms ; at one 
time in a grove, or under the shade of a large tree, ctmsecrated 
to his worship, they place, for the gratification of his appetite, 
a country mess, a goat, or other offering of this nature, which 
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they may conopive to be acc^bie.’^ his 
is often cozened out ,of the offering by icrfftissocfljg^ and jnore 
corponeal substanoe, to whose in||&jce’an^ Wants U is more c<ai** 
g^ial4 at some periods' great fttlb, is 4ttitached to thcir/s^^' 
as an antidote against evjl; and the alligator, the 

snake, the guayS, and a number of/)^r pving- animals, .and 
inanimate substances are the objects of .th^lr^wbrship. Hike, other 
unenlightened nathn^jj^awiety of external beings supply i the 
want of the principles of Cltristianity ; hcnpe the coimWrfeit 
adoption and substitution of corporate -qualities as objects qf ex- 
ternal homage and reverence. . 

Fetish, derived from the word Feitica, denotes .Wtdicrart 
among the majority of the maritime nations of Africa: this 
superstition is, even extended to some Europeans after a long 
residence in that country, and is an expression of a compound 
meaning, forming an arrangement of various figures, which 
constitute the objects of adoration, whether intellectually con- 
ceived, or combined with corporeal substances ; even the act of 
devotion itself ; or the various charms, incantations, and buf- 
foonery of the priests and jethb makers, who abound among 
them. In short, it is an incongruous composition of any thing 
dedicated to the purpose ; one kindof^/?>b is forini^ of a piece of 
parchment containing an expression or sentence from the Koran, 
which is associated,with( ojtber substan^, sewed up in a piece of 
leather, and worn upon ^eral pdrts of their l^ies. . At|Otber 
kind is placed over tlie dpeX'S of their huts, composed of distorted 
images besmeared with |)alm oil,, and stuck With featjh^s, some 
' parts are tinged with bl‘ood„eb4 whole is bedaubed with other 
preposterous applications,. 

Qbresb, ox Gresb, is expr^on in,. rite Arabip. tongue,,. 
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to or drive away, and, as I apprehend, by the 
r<^iN^t5on of theword» isdenved from the African con- 

sisting of fexorcisod feathers, cloth, «8tc. short sentences from the 
Koran, written on parchment, and enclosed in small ornamented 
leathern cases, worn about their persons, under the idea that it 
Vifi keep away evil spirits, and is a species otfeUsbt ‘ 

’ ’ The Mandingos, or book-men, are great fetish makers, many 
of them being well versed in the AraWc t;ij|tgue, and writing it in 
a tas^t clMFrai^^or. From the impression of their superior leam- 
ing.’Wid' addfdss, their influence and numbers dffly increase, 
manja of them having become rulers and chiefs in places where 
they sojoumfed as strangers. ‘ The religion they profess in com- 
mon with the FoolahSj, JollHis, and other Mahomedan tribes, is 
peculiarly adapted to the s&)$ual efhminacy of the Africans ; the 
doctrines of Mahoiti|t contained in their book I have procured 
from a veiy intelligent chief in the Rio Pongo, and when I com- 
pare his account with others of his nation on this part of the 
coast, thc Foolahs, and the Mahomedan tribes in the vicinity of 
the Island of <joree* I am persuaded the following is the portion 
bf the Islam faith believed by them. 

lat. That God is above all, and not born of woman, 
ad. That Mahomet standi between God and man, to inter- 
cede for him ; that he ll^superior to all beings bom of woman, 
and ik the favorite of pod. And, 

gd. Tlwt he has prepared for thfitneahest bf his followers 
and believers seienty^iwo bmris, or black-cyfed gitlfof superior 
besfoty, %ho are 'to administer to all th^r piea,sures, and 
with them in the enjoytwes^t of die' fountains and * 
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are, a, great variety of localities eiistirigamong 

them, ‘And 'it will w^jlbund' that their climate and habits are 
closely assimllilte^. 

To the Africans^, the indispensible articles df life ate reduced 
to a vcty narrow compass, and they are uftacquainied with the 
insatiate wants of Europeans' The' heat of the' climate renders 
cloathing an irfcbmberance,' and occasions a carelessness with 
regard to thar dwellings : for the former, they require only a 
stripe of lin^h, ahd their gris-gris; while a building of mud, 
tioveii^ witii' an interwoven and thatched roof, forms the latter, 
which is reared with little labour, and, -when circumstances re- 
quire it, is rtbandoned without much regret. 

T4ie food of the Negro consists chiefly of rice, millet, &c. 
seasoned with palm oil, butter, or the juices of the cocoa-nut 
tree mixed wifli neihs of various kinds. They frequently regale 
themselves with other dishes, km-kous, and country mess, to 
which they sometimes add fowls, fish, and flesh, heightened in 
the flavour by a variety of savory applications. 

’ A contracted system of agriculture, conducted by their women 
and slaves, in a very few days prepares the lugras, or cultivated 
fields ; and the harvest is distributed by thi elders of the com- 
munity, according to' the portion "and drimtsof the society of 
tile village, or is stored'vp' to be portioned out as circumstances 

Water is the ordinary drink of the N^oes ; they, however, 
regale tijemselves with a wine tstracted from the palm tree, as 
befijre described, which; In thie;luxuty of indulgence, they fre- 
quently suck through a very small kitid'^ cane, atitilinebriety 
and stupidity absorb them in ajpeif^ )$y;e of apathy. They 
have alsd a vaf pleasant beverit^' from the cocoa** 
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nut and banana tree, besides several descriptions! of Jbeer, fer* 
mcnted from various roots and herbs. In the Rio-Pongo, and 
adjacent countries, especially in the Bashia branch of that river, 
the Soosees extract a fermented and intoxicating liquor from a 
root growing in great abundance, which they call gingingey, 
something similar to the sweet potatoc in the West Indies. 
The distillation is commenced by forming a pit in the earth, 
into which a large quantity of the root is put, and covered with 
fuel, which is set on fire, and kept burning until the roots are 
completely roasted : the roots are then put into paloons, and beat, 
exposed afterwards in mats to the sun, by which they acquire 
a taste similar to honey ; and are afterwards put into hampers for 
distillation. This is performed by making a funnel of sticks in 
a conical form, interwoven together like basket-work ; the funnel 
is filled with the material, and water poured upon it ; the succu- 
lent moisture therefrom passes through a tube, and yields a 
liquid similar in colour to coftee, and of a violent purgative 
quality It remains in this state about twenty-four hours, and 
is then incorporated with a quantity of the ashes of rice-straw, 
which excites a bubbling fermentation like boiling water, after 
which it becomes fit for use. In forty-ciglit hours it returns 
agam to its purgative .state, whidi interval is employed in drink- 
ing most copiously, until overtaken by insensibility and intoxi- 
crition. The root, in Us roasted state, is an excellent medicine 
for colds, 

InfJig<r and cottCtn grow in wild exuberance almost ever) 
wliere, without cultura, and the women collect such quantitici 
as they consider requisite for their families, which they prepare 
and spin upon a distaff'; the thread is woven, by an apparatus o! 
great simplicity, into fillets, jgTj, pieces from six to n.nc inchei 

.K 
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sewed together to any width,^ reared for use. 
The ijJSigo,' siate, ^nd a variety ofptber plants, 

i^lour thes^’fei,%b of wlnoh' wiy awe a‘4p^s a 
Negroe of the lower class. 

Tliey manufacture cloths, of a vttry fanciful, .pattern, from 
various substances. I liavc some from the rind of the cocoa-nut, 

’ j i 

of great beauty, and 'a fine texture; disc cloth, fine mats, 
baskets, hats, ornaments, quivers, arrows, &c. which all prove 
the taste and ingenuity of the natives. , , , 

'The N<^ro is attached by love about his thirteenth year, and 
from sixteen to twenty he seeks the object of his affection. This 
choice generally continues in Iiis confidence during life; and in 
proportion as he acquires wealth, he associates with her several 
concubines, who generally live cordially together. From this 
acquisition to his household, he is considered rich ; and it is a 
common expression with the Negro to say, " such a man be 
rich, he have much woman." When any object excites his de- 
sire, he consults his head woman, who, without any apparent 
suspicion of rivalry, gives her assent, and forwards his suit; but 
she is displeased when not consulted ; and it is not uncommon 
that the object falls a victim to her jealousy. Celibacy is a state 
almost unknown in Africa ; and when it docs occur, it is con- 
sidered as a degradation. 

The Negroe's existeitce is almost a gratuitous gift of nature ; 
his wonts are supplied without laborious exertion, his desires are 
gratified without restraint, his soul rcroaint in peaceful indo- 
lence and tranquillity, and his life glides 6n in voluptuous apathy 
and tranquil calm : he has few solicitudes or apprehensions, 
and he meets the stroke of fate with perfect resignation. 

In the countries which I have yisited, and, as I understand 
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Others, evety princijMtl vSM'or 

ha^ !!;£ ^||. or ■ 

tttider t]^ shade of sdme^ W, 

ffijl^ble in groups, from suii-rfshigW^^iTijet, fthdllpws tli> 
iffi in chit-chat, or in ^itic 1 *Kot 

subjects are inexhausdtite, ^nd t^i^r tittle-taltle is harried on 

J f 

Mrith surprising volubility, gaietjf, and delight; their time thus 
occupied is so seducing, that t^y separate with great reluct- 
ance, sometimes passing the entire day in this, pmtliitg, Smbak- 
ing, and diversion J night> however, terminates these amuse- 
ments: They assemble in the open air during tlie dry season, 
and under the palaver-houses in the wet, where they form them- 
selves into dancing companies, generally during half the nigfit, 
and not unfrequently the whole of it. Their instruments of 
music are upon a very rude construction, consisting of a tahla, 
or drum, hollowed out from a piece of wood, and covered at each 
end with a bull’s hide, producing a most barbarous noise, ac* 
companied by a baba, or rattle, loud siiouts, palaver, songs, 
and violent gesticulations, forming a system of confused uproar, 
unmusical, and ungraceful Their motions are im^ukr, some- 
times in violent contordon, and at others Voluptuous and slow, 
Nothing can be done without a palaver ; and at the change of 
every dance, he from whom the proposition originates, makes a 
solemn harangue over the musical instruments, which is gene- 
rally descriptive of some warlike action or exploit, whon they 
again give themselves Up with rapture to frte pleasures of the 
dance, the females in particular, whose actions and shew of 
luxuriant pleasure are highly offensive to ddicacy, exhibiting , 
all the gradations of las(tiyiOj|l$; kttitiide and indecency. At thU > 
period of unusual delight^ tl^ are appiaucted by the men with 

Ke 
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rdpturouis'aMour; but suddenly a feeling of shame strikes the 
minds of the young creatures with a humiliating sense of their 
display, and amidst these plaudits they hastily retire to the 
matrons, who are specftKbrs of the scene, and hide their blusl]|5 
in their bosoms. So strongly implanted is this ingenuous and 
amiable modesty in youth, which is frequently laid aside when 
engaged in the vortex of pleasure, that it is one of the highest 
charms of beauty ; and wretches only, degraded by debauch- 
ery and systematic vice, are capable of insulting this senti- 
m^t; A scrupulous regard to modesty and truth will not 
permit me to pursue the description of these amusements farther 
than observing, that they prepare them for a profound and 
tranquil sleep on their mats, from whence they arise at the 
dawn of day cheerful and easy. Thus infancy and youth are 
singularly happy, and mothers attend their offspring with ma- 
ternal feeling and delight; they are neither disturbed by painful 
commands or restraint ; and it is a picture of perfect happiness 
to see these children of nature in sportive groups and infantine 
diversion. This happy infancy and gay youth is peculiarly 
calculated to organise a vigorous manhood, and a firm old age ; 
and, 1 am persuaded,' that these are the physical causes why the 
Negro race are so muscular in body, and procreative of llicir 
species. In some countries innoculation is practised ; but the 
small pox is not so common, or dreadful in its effects, in these 
V countries as in Europe. The greatest term of their lives may 
be computed at from sixty to seventy years, it seldom or ever 
happening that life is prolonged beyond that period in this part 
of Africa. They retain their vigour, and enjoy a permanent and 
regular state ^ of health until the last; and I have observed a 
venerable chief, of advanced years having the possession of a 
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dozen of young handsome wives, -and the father of a young- 
progeny, whose legitimacy was never disputed or suspected. In 
Europe the last stage of man is a 43ily anticipation of 4iaso- 
lution ; but in Africa, declining years arc only insensible ap- 
proaches to the termination of a journey, the ■event- of which he 
considers as the end of life, plicoiisciOus of the future, but as a 
fatality equally attached to all the creation. 

The picture 1 have endeavoured to delineate may serve to 
convey an idea to the mind of the moral and physical state of 
Africa, which, undisturbed by ferocious barbarism, fierce hosti- 
lities, and horrid customs, convey a blissful and happy state of 
being ; but, alas ! we must now take another view, and con- 
template these beings in the most degrading state, absorbed in 
superstitious idolatry, inhuman customs, and shut out from the 
civil arts of life, and the mild principles of Christianity. Their 
customs, their hostilities, slaveiy, and the mode I have con- 
ceived requisite to infranchjse this unhappy race of men, I shall 
attempt to represent in the following cliapter; and happy shall 
I feel if the description excites the attention and interference of 
more capacious minds on this subject, intere.sting to so large a 
portion of the human race, and to the claims of humanity. 
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CHAPTER VtL 

The Mode of Tfial by Ordeal and Red \frafer in AJrica.-^Tbe 
WmoJ its tniaUtants, — The State bf Barbarism and Slcroery 
considered.^tbe OondSHon of the Africans mil not be improved 
''Iff a late Le^slative Act, witbodt jurtbir Interference. --^Sdu” 
tary Measures must be adopted tovoards the Negroes in the 
€oloms.-d.A System suggested to abolish Slavery in Africa, 
and the Slave Trade in general, and to enlarge the intellectual 
Powers of its Upabitants^-i^The'- proper Positions to effect an 
Opening to' the Inierior of Africa, and to display to the World 
Us manifold Resources. 

Trial by onkal in Africa is a punishment for petty thefts 
.and delinquin^es. Trial by red water is generally applied to 
crimes of greater magnitude. After the usual ceremonial of 
calling a palaver, theojperation is performed by heating a piece 
of iron in the t^re/tHt hand of tlie aocuiiW is dipped Into a vis- 

tf 4 ^ • V 1* ,, * 

^Jcoqs preparation, and the iron is immediately drawn horizon- 
* tiiHy qver the palmW the hand! If the judges (one of whom 
' is the j^'xecufioner) h^e previously determined, in defi- 
ance of all the evidence, 'to prove the culprit guilty, the conse- 
quence is that’the flah is ^feared ; l^ut If they are predisposed to 
‘aj^Uit hiih,’ tfe^ifticr dex^usly SO^as to absorb the 

surl^Wj^ the hand without a^^hg It, apd a sentence 
' of not ^ilty" isqpronpnnced. 
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Trial by War . 

quantity of water, wtq which infli^ ^|[>ois()i^$ juice of 
the melley orgrw-^.ti^ by tlie^e 

judges, and applied lip^o the ^jae fwad^i^nt princijii^ Jtsm 
the trial by the trd«d ^j^ifliCis.'feilrever, 1^ reported to. If 
the unliappy object of susjjidi^ afl^tfed iq such a itpianner as 
they consider as a braids ai*, Ipiocked out 

upon the spot, or the body is inflatqttby the pwiiicious riqqid( 
that It bursts. In dtherKiOf ^these catastropltes all his family 
are sold for slaves. Some sqrvive these diabolical ejxpedients 
injustice, but the ijfi^ue is unifortqly Sl&very. , Whp phiefs of 
influence, guilty of atrocity ^,nd fraud, become qbj^^if aopu- 
sation, the ingiedknt is o^.cqurse qualified so as to, reiPoue its 
fatal tendency. Hence jpstke seldom or ever in this country 
can punish powerful offemierB, or, .shield the innocence of the 

j 

weak and unprotected? . 

Tlie iniquity and oppression rtlnctloned hy %9e trials, is a 
dreadful consequence of theq* avarice gpd inhudaepi^, for it is a 
fact tliat slaves are cr^qd thereby, and huin|n aarrifices 
offered to that spirit, whjch they consider ^ their tutelar gngit- 
dian : it is a subject ^whirii humanity shpuW spriiwsly oonte«[|;- ’ 
plate in the relinquishmqjgt of the ala^e tradei whether, by the 
hasty adoption of that measure, before the intellectual powers of 
the people are improved by , civilization, this barbarous evil may 
not be increased, When I closely enquired of the chie& and 
natives relative to these savage ci^to^S, they uniformly admitted 
the fact, “ that supli live in thrii country," but tfviith their charac- 
terisiiq dissimulation, alyvays denied havwi|^ perpetrated these 
horrid acts, and shifted ‘the dwbc^j^ jpattctice to socneotfari:'.. 
nation or tribe, adding, « qftly t»d‘m^ do -thittg " 
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Circumcision is practised among men, and a certain infliction 
on women, not, however, from religious motives, but to guard 
against the consequences of a disease not uncommon among 
them. The infliction upon women is the result of infidelity, or 
a sacrifice of chastity to loose gratification. As a preliminary, 
they retire to the hunda, or penitentiary, and are there secluded 
from all sexual intercourse. , When the season of penitence is 
over, the operation is performed by the rude application of two 
stones, fashioned and sharpened for the purpose; this oblite- 
rates all ddinquincy, and on their return to the world they are 
considered as restored to virgin purity . '' 

Wars in Africa originate from a variety of causes ; in form- 
ing a correct estimate of these, it is, necessary to consider its 
localities and situation. The jijhabitants of this quarter of the 
earth, more particularly those of the district now under conside- 
ratjoft,\conipoSe pun^terous tnbes and nations, whose various 
views and interests excite jealousies and attentions, which, aided 
by the passions peculiar to a barbarous people, inevitably produce 
hostilities, a^d the effusion of human blood. 

What We have hitherto known of this country undoubtedly 
proves that wars are carried on with the most sanguinary vio- 
lence : their prisoners, Tiy the customs of the country, are con- 
signed to massacre, slavery, and sacrifice,* to gfatify the avarice, 
vanity, and cruelty of their chiefs ; one of these passions must 
be predominant, and therefore the question is, which of them is 
the least pregnant w'th evil ? It cannot admit of a doubt that 
those who are victims to avarice meet a more mild and humane 
fate, in falling into the hands of Europeans, than the unhappy 

* Aiporiion of them being destined to dotnes^c sUvery , 9s victims to avenge, 
atid as sacrihetis to their barl^arputcustoiQs. ' 
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portion who arfe sacrificed to vanity ,and cruelty ; is equally 
true, that since the interior 'n^ns have beeh tabled to 
exchange their slaves for Europe^ weychandizO, the number 
of victims to the latter passion has decreased. I am far from 
being the advocate of slavery* but I* 4 m stating a fact, and leave 
it to the reader to form h1s%wn conclusions.’’ Where confirmed 
habits and immemorial custom is to be supplanted, it is certainly 
requisite to be well acquainted with the nature and character of 
the natives, which I have not here introduced in an exaggerated 
shape, but infinitely within the bounds of their savage ferocity. 

From these sources alone have arisen the expedients atten- 
dant upon the slave trade ; kidnapping and petty warfare form 
a very unimportant branch of the barbarism which governs the 
inhabitants of Africa, and Iheir enslaved condition. 

Viewing this in the mass of moral evil which disgraces the 
character of man, it will be found that it is even disproportiqned 
to the estimated population of Africa, which, from tlie best 
authority, has been stated at upwards of 160 millions ; and to 
apply the consideration to our own situation, it will be found, 
that the number of executions and transportations from the 
United Kingdom, in proportion to its population, is infinitely 
greater than the number of slaves exported from the shores of 
Africa, to its numerous inhabhants. Unquestionably tlie slave 
trade has extricated a number of human bcin^ from death, 
whom the horrible sacrifices before described consigned to a bar- 
barous exit, and has been a cause, though an immoral one when 
applied to Britons, of extricating many victims, who otherwise 
would have ba'ii annually sacrificed : humanity has, therefore, 
some consolation in this polluted branch of our commerce, 
which.in its nature is barbarous and inhuman. 

L 
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Theories become extremely dangerous when they are im- 
practicable, or misapplied, ahd are pernidous in their conse- 
^quences from the fallacious measures they estabKsh. In Africa 
crimes are punished by forfeitures, slavery, or death; they are 
however rare; but accusations are often used to procure slaves, 
whether for domestic purposes, sale, or sacrifice to thdr cus- 
toms. Death, as a punishment, is seldom the penalty of con- 
demnation; and if the culprit is rich, he can purchase his 
security. The alleged crime of witchcraft, or magic, is a com- 
mon means by which the chiefs increase their accusations ; and, 
consequently, the number of slaves. Adultery, and other vio- 
lations of social order, are punished by fine, but absolution is to 
be obtained by money. 

The crimes by which the chiefs obtain the condemnation and 
disposal of thdr subjects, are nearly all imaginary ; ’ for few 
exist which, under their laws, are considered as acts of turpi- 
tude. The abuse of authority, the action of violent passions, 
barbarous customs, ferocious habits, and insatiate avarice among 
the chiefs, augment the number of captives and victims, and 
the operation of these Is much greater in the interior than in 
the maritime districts ; but this leads me to the next part of my 
subject, namely, that a late legislative act will not, without 
farther interference, improve the condition of the African. 

By the hasty conclusion of that measure, the unhappy African 
is now abandoned to his fate ; and we have surrendered him 
into the hands of other nations, less acquainted with his charac- 
ter and situation. Former acts of parliament had adopted \vise 
and humane measures to ameliorate the condition of slaves 
on board Britisli vessls, so that their wants, and even their 
comforts, were administered with a liberal hand ; and mudi 
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more might have been done to augment these comforts. In- 
stead of now being the object of matured and wise regulations, 
the captive is exposed to the rapacity of our enemies, who wiU 
derive great advantages from our abandonment of the Ira^e, 
and those who are incompetent, from the want of local know- 
ledge, to ease his shackles, and sootli him in his state of 
bondage. The magnitude and nature of the disease, required a 
comprehensive system of pqlicy to eradicate it ; and altliough in 
its nature and tendency of great moral turpitude, alteratives were 
required calculated to its inveterate character and established 
habits. The condition of the African, the probable advantages 
he was to derive by our abandonment, and the drcumstances of 
commerce, were all consideratbns of important consequence. 

Even virtue itself must modify to its standard mapy con- 
siderations of moral evil, mord* particularly in a poIitic<il point 
of view, that it may the mote elfectually establish Its principles ; 
nor can it, amidst the corruptions of Society, exercise at all 
time.s its functions with due effect ; neither has an instance 
occurred where its prudence and discretion was more impe- 
riously called upon, than in that now under consideration. It 
had immemorial custom in Africa to contend with, inveterate 
barbarism, and savage ferocity. This system had interwoven 
itself with our commercial existence so closely, as to require 
the most sagacious policy to eradicate it ; at the same time 
it was the highest consideration for our magnanimity to inter- 
fere for that being w hose thraldom and calamitous state had so 
long contributed to out wealth and commercial prosperity, 
before we abandoned him to contingencies. 

Enough may have been said in the foregoing pages, to prove 
that something yet remains to be done to effect the manumission 

* L t 
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of the African, and ^resem the important .httCh^dffeS of Oom- 
merce, whioh rtftc^Sty fo allied with^tie^Uve jTade; and I 
entreat Wiy to give this subject that dispassionate consi- 
deration which its merits recpiire^ and beg to assure them, that 
I obtt^de my suggestions upon their notice with great submis- 
sion and diffidence, trusting that what may appear in my system 
^ficient, others more competent will embrace the subject, and 
excite the beneficence of my country in behalf of the African, 
promote civilization and Christian society in his country, dis- 
play its arcana of wealth to the world, and open a path to its 
commerce, free and unobscured. 

The colonization of the coast of Africa, in my estimation, is 
impracticable, from its climate being uncongenial to the constitu- 
tion of Europeans, and from the system of slavery existing among 
its inhabitants^ without the employment of natives in their pre- 
sent condition. The requisite authority to establish a system of 
labour, upon remunerative principles, and witli industrious 
vigour, cannot otherwise be supported; and a misapprehension 
on this principle has been one of the great causes, as I con- 
ceiye, of the failure of the Sierra Leone Company in establishing 
their agricsultural objects. They attempted, in prosecution of 
their humane project, an agricultural establishment on the 
Boolara shore, opposite to their colony, where they had a choice 
of good lands ; they proceeded upon the principles of their de- 
claration, " that the militaiy, personal, and commercial rights 
of blacks and whites shall be the same, and secured in the same 
raamer," and in Conformity with the act of parliament which 
incorporated them, more immediately that clause which relates 
to labour, namely, “ not to employ any pemon or persons in a 
state of slavery in the service of Ihe said Company;” but they 



have totally failed t and^'in one of their rep6i^i,iih>ong other 
reaso%it ja thaSipr want of ^tttl^rit5rtov<er the 

free ndtlves whOttraicy ^ployed, »tljeh.agricuUurar"«^M 
ment t;he Booiaitt sbote wae nnsoedbaful Let not those 
' worthy and truly respectable charectetej^ifitiiose hunwnity has 
induced them to risque anfextensave property mhappily expended 
•without fffect, here consider' that to milita^ against 

their views, but rather may they acquiesce in the trutli, and 
devise other expedients to promote their beneficent objects, aud 
to assimilate the natives of the ountry with their views. They 
have not only to lament a nonproductive profusion of their pro- 
})erty, but an alienation of the natinef, occasioaied by a miscon- 
ception of their character, by distracted councils, ^and the nar- 
rowed ideas of the agents they employed to prosecute their 
humane endeavours, but also by a desolate waste in their colony, 
without a regular feature of cultivation in its vicinity. 

At Banco Island, where slavery and agriculture were united 
under one superintendance in conformity with the established 
laws of the country, the mechanic arts among the natives have 
arrived at a greater degree of perfection tlian any situation i 
have visited upon the Windward Coast; and had the intellec- 
tual powers of their minds been more amply considered and 
cultivated, they would have exhibited an uncontrovertible 
example of the capacity and intel'igence of the African. 
Although, as I have previously noticed, a superintcndance 
directed only to the mechanical arts, applied to the local neces- 
sities of the Island, has had the most visible effects, yet, in pro- 
portion as their privileges have been extended, authority has 
become more inefficient, and their labour less unproductive In 
a pecuniary point of view,* for want of a previous enlargement' 
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ot Intellectual powers, and a progressiyie opwation of free- 
dom Oomraensurate thereto. 

* J can bestow no panegyric adequate to the sense I entertain of 
that active goodness which prompted the Direct(MS of the Sierra 
Leone Company to the undertaking I have alluded to ; but with 
all due deference I conceive that they have mistaken the practi- 
cable grounds, upon which the seeds of civilization, and the 
principles of Christianity, can be effectively displayed to the Afri- 
can. The Directors had to contend with a peculiar co-niixturc of 
passions, licentious habits, and hereditary vice; to eradicate these, 
and to rescue the natives from their natural state, alluring and 
progressive measures were necessary, founded upon an accurate 
investigation’ of their characters and policy, and not by the 
fulminations of intemperate zealots, and theoretical speculators. 
The beneficent views of the Sierra Leone Company have been 
unaccountably perverted, and have been the distorted instru- 
ments in prolonging, rather than extirpating, the barbarism of 
the African : it is therefore a subject of great regret to the bene- 
volent supporters of this establishment, that an unprofitable 
expenditure of tlieir property is the only existing perpetuity of 
their humane interference. Will it be found that the Company’s 
agents have introduced the arts of civilization among any tribe 
or nation in Africa, that they have made any progress in agri- 
culture, although possessing a very extensive tract of fertile 
lands, or that they have converted them into any of the regular 
features of cultivation ? Have they explored or brought into 
action any Of the attainable and lucrative branches of natural 
commerce, abounding in the region they inhabit, or do they em- 
ploy a jingle ship in a regular trade with the mother country 
Will it be found that they have unfolded the doctrines of 
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Christianity, in tiirir native purity and simplicity, to the unen^ , 
lightened African, or converted, by their preaching an<^ exam- 
ple, any tribe or nation among thetp?^— The spacious waste is 
destitute of the appearance of domestic industry, or respectable 
character; it exhibits only a tissue of indolence, hypocritical 
grimace, petulant and assuming manners, and all the conse- 
quences of idleness and corrupted morals. To succeed in this 
beneficent undertaking, and to expunge the inveterate nature 
of the African, his prejudices, and inherent customs, progressive 
approaches upon his present condition are indispensibly requi- 
site, under the attractive influence of agriculture, manufactures, 
commerce, and navigation. 

Accidental events, concurring with political causes, frequently 
render the best concerted measures abortive, and retard their 
progress, but unquestionably the above-menlbned are the means 
by which the African mfay be manumitted, and his condition 
improved. The wisest laws operate but slowly upon a rude and 
fierce people, therefore the measures of reformation are not to 
be successfully performed by a coup-de-main, npr are the here- 
ditary customs of Africa to be erased by ihc inflammatory 
declamations of enthusiasm, but by a liberal policy and the as- 
cendency of the polished arts of society. Commerce, tlie chief 
means of assembling, and agriculture of assimilating, mankind, 
must first assume their fascinating and alluring attitudes to die 
African upon liis native plains. Too impetuous and indolent to 
observe the forms, or enter into the requisite details of business, 
he contemplates the effect, without investigating the cause ; but, 
when he discovers his own comparative wretchedness, he will 
be roused from his innate indolence, Iiis powers will be stimu- 
lated, and his emulation excited to attain a more exalted state. 
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customs, and countfy of AMciillte inwkpen^lbly re* 
,i|Uisiteijit8 chiefs a^d bead men must be jealousies 

dextrously allayed, and their sordid avaiice flatteijed by the pros- 
pect of superior gain. 

During the infan(^ of colodzation, the em]j)loyment'of native 
labour must be tolerated, as is evident by the unsuccessful at- 
tempts of the Sierra Leone Company, and may appear from 
what I have already urged. Independent oT political considera- 
tions, of much w«ght, the uncongeniality of the climate of 
Africa to the constitution of the European colonist opposes an 
insurmountable barrier to the exercise of laborious avocations ; 
therefore it is necessary to employ natives, in conformity with the 
usage of the country ; and a recognition of property should exist 
in their persons ; for it is obvious, from experiment, that autho- 
rity cannot otherwise be established, or the necessary labour 
performed to produce an adequate return. While this invidious 
exigency obstructs the immediate manumission of the slave, it 
does not the less accelerate it, agreeable to the sound and humane 
policy adapted to his condition; but, on the contrary, is necessary 
to his complete emancipation ; for he must first be taught the 
nature of the blessings of freedom, his intellectual faculties must 
be expanded, and the veil of barbarism gradually removed, to 
prepare him to participate in its enjoyment. 

The system of colonization which I. with all submission, sub- 
mit to the legislature, and to my country, is this ; 

ist. To employ natives in whom a recognitiori’of property 
shall' exist, as unavoidable from the present condition of Africa, 
sd. To procure them from as wide an extent of the most 
powerfbl nations and tribes upon tbe Sea coast, as is practicable, 
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and from the Slatees or slav’e merchants iroril'the interior 
countries. 

3d. That a requisite number of these should be fit for the 
present purposes of labour, and for an immediate initiation into 
the mechanic arts, as applicable to the local drcumstances of the 
colony, and the useful purposes of life. 

4th. That a proportionate number of males and females 
should form the complement, from the age of 5 to 7 years, 
and be placed in a seminary of instruction, under the inspec- 
tion of tlie government of the colony, and under tutors approved 
of ill England. 

5th. Tliat this c.stahlishinent of a seminary of instruction in 
Afiica, under the administration of the colony, shall have for 
its bases the initiation of tliese children, as calculated to their 
.sexes, into the rudiments of letters, religion, and science, and 
the progressive operation of education adapted to tlic useful pur- 
poses of life. 

6tli. That when thus prepared, the necessary avocations of 
domestic occonomy, agriculture, and mechanics, employ the 
next period of their existence, under tlie superintcndanco of the 
European colonist. 

7th. When arrived at the period of mature years, and thus 
instructed, to become the object of legislative enquiry and 
investigation as to their attainments, character, fidelity, and 
jnental improvement. 

8th. That such as produce clear testimonials of capacity, 
knowledge, and acquirement, become immediately ob)ects of 
manumission. 

9th. That all proceedings in this process of education and 
emancipation, become matters of record in the colony, subject 

M , 
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to slioh control and investigation as his Majesty’s Government 
miy* in its wisddm, appomt, from time to time, to guard against 
the corruption and prejudices of the legislative authority of the 
colony. 

loth. That thus endowed, they are to be dismissed to their 
respective countries and nations, employed as agents in various 
capacities of civilized pursuit, and to promote the commercial and 
agricultural views of the colony, and disseminate their allure- 
nients among their tribe, which, under the direction of the 
unerring dispensations of divine providence, might, in process 
of time, diffuse civilization and Christianity throughout the ut- 
most region of Africa, its inhabitants become members of civi- 
lized and Christian society, and their country, in process of time, 
be extricated from its barbarism. 

It is for the legislature to devise a system adapted to the 
colonics, calculated to their local situations, and to remove the 
invidious distinction now subsisting between the African there, 
and in his native country ; by these means the entire Negro 
race may participate in the blessings of civilization and revealed 
religion, in every quarter where our extensive dominion and 
influence exist. 

By adopting the frst proposition, a sufficient autliority would 
"be maintained to enforce the labour necessary to produce profit, 
and competent to excite emulation, which is a powerful passion 
in the character of the African ; for in every effort he discovers 
a strong spirit of compctiti.ai. 

Through the medium of the sd proposition, the natives of an 
extentive district would be collected under the instruction of 
the European colonist, and, in process of time, would become 
the happy instruments of initialing their tribe or nation into the 
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arts of civili2ation, and in promoting the interest^, 

of the colony, which may eventually be diffus^, thjx>ughput 
Africa. 

By the 3d expedient, an adequate portion of eflTective labour- 
ers would be obtained to commence vigorous operations. 

In consoquena* of the 4th, 5th, and 6th, a portion of cinldrcn 
of botli sexes would be procured at a moderate rate, in their 
unadulterated condition, who would be susceptible of any im- 
pressions, free from the control of their parents, and tlie con- 
tamination of their example, into whose tendcrm'mJs might 
be instilled the principles of moral virtue, religious knowledge, 
and the civil arts of life. 

Through the adoption of the yth and 8th, the objects of 
humanity might be realized, and slavery, with the slave trade, 
make a natural exit from the shores and country of Africa. 

By tlie c)th, the corrupted and interested endeavo ir o' the 
colonists to retard the work of emancipation would be control- 
led ; and, by the patronage of Government, pecuniary resource 
and support be obtained, in aid of individual and corporate endea- 
vours, the requisite population from the parent stava acquired, 
and the indispensible authority established to secure success to 
any further attempts at colonization upon llie coast of Africa. 

And through the lotli expedient, an extended population 
would enjoy the advantages of instruction and example, and our 
ascendency and commerce be increased by a rapid process, 
which would predispo.se the natives to throw open tlie avenues 
of their country to our cnierpnze and research. 

Thus may the long vseclusion of the African from the light of 
truth and revealed religion be annihilated, his inveterate jealou- 
sies allayed, his nature regenerated, and his barbarism fall 

M s 
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before the emanations of enlightened existence. In the interim, 
an unobscured path to the interior of his country will be opened, 
and our commerce therewith flow through a less polluted chan- 
nel; while the Negro, now the victim of barbarism in his native 
land, may be extricated from his tliraldom, and received into 
the circle of civilized life, which he has hitherto been excluded 
from, and to which providence, without doubt, in its mysterious 
and incomprehensible administration of human affairs, has de- 
signed him to arrive at, 
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What the Authot conceives should be the System of Esiahlkhment 
to make effectual the Operations from Cape Verde to Cape Pal- 
mas. — Reasons for subjecting the Whole to one Superior and 
controlling Administration. — The Situations, in his Estimation, 
where principal Depots may be established, and auxiliary Fac- 
tories placed, &c. &c. 


What I have already said respecting the coast from Cape 
Verde to Cape Palmas, may be sufficient to convey a tolerably 
just and general idea of the religion, customs, and character of 
the iniiabitants, the commercial resources with which it abounds, 
and the system to be pursued to unite commerce with the claims 
of humanity in one harmonious compact, 

I am persuaded there is no situation on the Windward Coast • 
of Africa more calculated, or more advantageously situated, than 
the river of Sierra Leone to influence and command an enlarged 
portion of the continent of Africa. 

This part of Africa, as ascertained by Mr. Park, communi- 
cates, by its rivers to the Niger, and introduces us to the interior 
of this great continent ; and, from other sources of information, 
P'oolahs, Mandingos, &c, I am enabled to confirm the state- 
ment given in one of tlie reports of the Sierra Leone Company, 
that from Teembo, about 270 miles interior to the entrance of 
the Rio Noonez, and the ca'pital of the Foolah king, a path of 
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commlinicatioft exists through the kingtJoms of Bdlia, Bourea, 
Mmida, Segoo (wltere there are too strong grcmijdi to believe 
that the enterprising spirit of Mr. Paik ceased its refl^rches in 
tliis world), Soofundoo to Genah, and from th^snce to Tom- 
buctoo, described as extremely rich and populous. The dis- 
tance from Tcembo toTombuctoo the natives estimate at about 
four moons’ journey, which at 20 miles per dav, calculating 30 
days to'each moon, is equal to 2,4,00 miles. This distance in a 
country like Africa, obscured by every impt^diment which 
forests, desarts, and intense diinate can oppose to the traveller, 
is immense ; and when it is considered that in addition to these, 
he has to contend with the barbarism of the inhabitants, it is a 
subject for serious deliberation! before the investigation of its 
natural history and commercial resources is undertaken. But it 
also displays an animating field of enterprise to obtain a free 
intercourse with this unbounded space, and it, at a future day, 
we should traverse it with freedom and safety, the whole of 
Africa might thereby be enlightened, and its mysteries deve- 
loped to the dvilized world. 

I have tliercfore conceived the expediency of submitting all 
the enterprises and operations of the United Kingdxun to 
the influence of a supreme direction and governmeni in the 
river of Sierra Leone. No doubt many contradictory opinions 
may prevail upon this subject, and upon the outline I have pre- 
viously submitted on the most eligible plan of introducing 
civilization into Africa ; but the detail of all my motives and 
reasons would occupy too large a space ; I shall therefore pro- 
ceed to instance some local circumstances and political reasons 
why I make the proposition. 

From what I have said respecting the path which Smart, of 
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the Rocliell branch o!f the river Sierra Leofto;! has how under 
his authority, and can open and shut at pleasure, communi- 
cating with the extensive country of the Foolahs, wh^e king (as 
the Sierra Leone agents are well awhre of,l)ut who was strangely 
and unaccountably neglected by them) is Well disjxjsod to aid, 
by prudent application, all advances towards the civilization of 
his country, it is evident that an immense commerce, extend- 
ing northward to Cape Verde, and southward to Cape Palmas, 
on the coasts, and Iroin the interior countries, might be maio-J 
tained. 

By ligltt vessels and schooners, drawing from 6 to 8 feet 
water, a continued activity might be kept up in the maritime 
situations anrl rivers, and a correspondence by land might be 
conducted by post natives, who travel from 20 to $<3 miles per 
day, to all j'arts of the interior countries. 

From the Island of Gorce a correspondence with the river 
Gambia, and a watchful vigilance over the settlement of the 
French in the Senegal would be maintained both by land and 
sea, vvliicli, with a well chosen position, central from Cape 
Sierra Leone, to Cape Palmas, would combine a regular system 
of o|>eratiou, conccntraiing in the river Sierra Leone. In addi- 
tion lo these three principal depots, it would be requisite to 
establish factories, and plat es of defence to the northward, on 
the rivers Searcies ajid Kissey, at the Isles dc Loss, tlie rivers 
Dembia, Rio Pongo, Rio Grande, Rio Noonez, and Gambia; 
and to leeward, on the rivers Sherbro, Galhinas, Cape Mount, 
Junk river, Jolin’s river, Bassau, &c. or in other commanding 
positions towards Cape Palmas. The expense of these auxili- 
ary establishments and forts would be inconsiderable, compared 
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cftjectt^thpj ^pul<J attain, tl» d>jef j^ubite bdng 
regular and well aS8orb(nent8 if $ 9^1 a^wise sys- 

tem of organization adapted to circumstances. 

The navigation of these rivers, and habits of conciliation 
and friendship with the chiefs resident upon them, and towards 
the interior, it may here be perceived, are the only practi- 
cable measures, under the auspicious control of Government, 
to retain our commerce with Africa, to civilize its inhabitants, 
and explore its hidden wealth ; and are the most favour- 
able, also, towards our operations in the countries on this 
continent; while the various natives attached to this pursuit, 
would aid, by wise management, in influencing the inhabitants, 
where our researches and pursuits might carry us, and eventu- 
ally conduct us to the centre of Africa, from thence to the 
eastern shores of the Mediterranean, and the banks of the Nile. 
I trust it will here also appear that the means of acting, and the 
important advantages to be derived therefrom, are neither illu- 
sive nor impracticable. 

It is to be lamented, that, in undertakings of this kind, men 
of limited genius, of no experience in business, and incapable of 
acting with unanimity, have been too fre(|ueiitly employed; wlio 
are governed more by caprice than principle, and are conse- 
quently seldom able to reduce their ideas into practice, and allow 
their passions to predominate over the maxims of duly Deli- 
cacy in managing.tlie humours and interests of men is the art 
requisite to successful operation. 

May it be remembered, that if civilization and our ascen- 
dency prevail in Africa, and if the first essays we make to 
extend our relations with that country arc successful, wc attach 
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to the civilize(t’^.t«<»H ohii:%tb ef flie'UMKe 
and its ipfinite r^sbiirCM. 

great magnitude, to commence and ferm a ^stem m ijp|f^tion, 
to collect the means pf this and th^'pVopri^ty 

of subjecting the whole to a srmlkrity w Siw and co-operation 
under one conttolling administration. 

The precipitate abolition of the slave trade will reduce our 
affeirs in Africa, to a contracted and unproductive compass, iA 
its present condition ; therefore if we attach any consequence to 
this quarter of the globe, it will |)e expedient to endeavour to 
discover new scources of commercial wealth and industry. 

Coffee, cotton, the sugar cane, cacao, indigo, rice, tdliacco, 
aromatic plants and trees, &c. first oflfer themselves to our atten- 
tion in wild exuberance. And these, in my humble opinion, 
arc the only rational means to bring Africa into a state of ci- 
vilization, and to abolish slavery. 

1 recommend one administration under the patronage of Go- 
vernment, in the Sierra Leone river, to guard against a want of 
unity in the number of petty establishments that may otherwise 
exist on the coast, which from jealousies and interests varying in 
different directions, produce operations of a contradictory nature, 
and the first necessary step, is to be well acquainted with the 
character and dispositions, of the natives, and the localities of the 
maritime situations ; for without combined enterprises, I ven- 
ture to predict we arc now excluded from "the commerce of 
Africa 

I trust that ray system will be examined in all its points, 
with dispassionate impartiality before it is rejected; and if others 
more competent to the task, devise more eligible means to pro- 
mote the vit-ws of humanity and commerce, I shall feel happy 

N 
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lo have agita,te(i' the subject,, and rejoice, at -every mean;, to 
r^Ue so irnpo^^i^j^ter to the interests ofmanl^ind. 

The coin<nanwt;Of Goreej I would propose a^aecond in 
command, Vfith delegated powers to control all the operations 
in the countries bordering on the Senegal, and the river 
Gambia ; and an annual inspection directed by him, throughout 
this district. The intermediate countries from the Rio Noonez 
to Cape Mount would come immediately under the examination 
of tlie central and administrative government of Sierra Leone, 
and the third division under the authority of another command 
at a psition chosen between Cape Mount, and Cape Palmas. 

The military protection of the establisliments, as I have here 
recommended, would neither require great exertions, or num- 
bers, Goree certainly claims peculiar attention. Its fortifica- 
tions should be repaired, and the guns rendered more complete, 
and tanks for water should be in a perfect state to guard 
against tlie want of this necessary article from the main land, 
which, as before noticed, is liable to be cut off at any jwriod by 
the enemy. The convenience, airy and healthy construction 
of the barracks and hospitals, claim the most minute attention 
and care. Under skilful superintendance in these important 
departments, the health of the troops might be preserved, and 
objects of defence realized with a very inconsiderable military 
establishment. But as government must be well informed by 
its officers, both military and naval in these jwints, it would be 
indecorous in me to enlarge on the subject, Lieut. Colonel Lloyd, 
from his long residence, and intimacy with a great portion of the 
Windward Coast, possesses ample information. And the naval 
officers, who from ti iie to time have visited it, liave, no d mbt, 
furnished every document necessary to complete an effective naval 
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protection., A regular system of defence, adap&l to the jurisdic- 
tion of the Sierm;J[^p>ne, and '"d^egated esrtabli^hment' between 
Cape Miiimt and Cape Palmas> are ifso pbviously re(|u isite.'* The 
establishments that would be cligibba for»tlic purposes of de- 
fence, are confined to the three foregoing ‘principal positions, 
and they have little to perform that is either difficult or embar- 
rassing. It may not, however, be considered as going beyond 
the bounds of propriety to hint, that a great portion of the sol- 
diers charged with defence, should be able engineers and 
gunners, and a few cavalry might be occasionally found u.scful. 
To complete the entire plan, and exclude our enemies from 
every point, from Cape Blanco to Cape Palmas, the possession 
of the French establishment at the Isle of Louis in the Senegal, 
is an object of serious contemplation, and no doubt might be 
attained with great facility by even a small force. The. un- 
healthy consequences to a military force attached to this place 
might be greatly removed by superior convenience in the hos- 
pitals, barracks, and other departments of residence ; and in a 
commercial point of view, its advantages are too well ascer- 
tai?ied for me to obtrude any observations. 

The bricks necessary for building may be procured in the 
country, lime from oyster shells, &c. wood and other materials 
at a very iiioonsiderable expense; and as the usual mode of 
payment, is in bars of goods, instead of money, the nominal 
amount would thereby be greatly lessened. “ 
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CHAPTER IX. 


The Author embarks in the Ship Minerva,— Proceeds to the Rio 
Pongo. — Disquisitions thereon. — Further Obsen<ations on the 
hidbitanU, obtained from Natives oj various Nations met with 
there. — The Isles Je Loss. — Returns to Sierra Leone, &( 


Upon the 4th of June, i8o6, 1 embarked at Banco Island, on 
board the ship Minerva of Liv^'rpool, bo’.uid ui)oii a tradir .; 
voyage to the Rio Pongo, and other rivers to tlie noriliward, 
and on Thursday iiic ic'li came to an anchor at iJic iippcr 
forks, in the Rio Pongo, being the point .it which tlr' bran'^hes 
of the Bungra, Charleston, Consuntia, &c. empty themselves; 
higher up the river are the and Bashia branches, oicu- 
pied by a chain of factories, and inhabited by ' arious nations 
ami tribes. The principal factories for trade are on tiie Con- 
stintia, about 40 miles up the river, Mr. Cummings’s i.iciory, 
at Ventura; Mr. John Irvin's, at Kessey; Mr. Benjamin Cur- 
tis's, at Boston; Mr. Frasier's, at Bangra; Mr. Sammo’s, at 
Charleston; Mr. David Lawrence’s, at Gambia; Mr. Daniel 
Botefeur’s, at Mary Hill ; Mr. Ormond’s, Mr. Tlllinghurst’s, 
Mr, Gray's, in the' Bashia branch ; with various others of infe- 
rior consideraiiop. 

During my stay on this river, I visited the whole of these 
branches, and in addition to personal investigation, I obtained 
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aiucli information from the various conductors of these facto- 
ries, atul had a variety of oppcyrtunitics of communicating with 
inany of the natives from the interior countries, who are drawn 
hither liy th( extensive commerce of the ,Rio Pongo. In my 
cxcuioiions on this river, I was generally accompanied by Captain 
William Pjro’vne, of Liverpool, wlio was part owner of the 
Mm'^rva, am' had tlie sole management of the concerns of her 
voyage: aiui I a,n happy to give him this public testimony of 
the many ht {.inferred upon mo, while on this part 

ufthe / * iiieh unroasmgly eonliniiul until my arrival in 

Engiaiui, h Jic vvm > f the We . Indies. 

The ('uuntrii i uoi'iuiod by tiie Rio Pongo and the Gambia, 
aie inlwbitv'd ly tlic Nilloes, and v irioiis trihis, who carry on a 
fdiMderai)!'. tra<k with that river the Hi) Nuoik/,, and Rio 
GiaiiJc a>i'^ 'datirl tw the twolaUci, is *he jiowerful nation of 
the E )!. h , (''/.sMs,iiig an extensive country, about i>''o miles 
'0 breadth iioin north to south, and 4,00 inik''' from east to wert. 
i'tcmbo, th capital of the Toolah king, is about 27^' miles in- 
land Irom the entrance of the Rio Noonez. The paths for trade 
aii'i Communication with the interior, from tiiis po'jition, are at 
the i mg's pleasure, and he opens and shuts them by his man- 
date, I'he Foolahs are tall, well-limbed, robust and courage- 
ous, grave in ilieir deportment, are well acquainted with com- 
merce, and travel over an astonishing space of the country. 
Tlicir leligion is a mixture of Mahoraedanism, idolatry, and 
fetishism. One of tlicir tenets, which inculcates the destruc- 
tion of those they let in infidels, is peculiarly friendly to slavery, 
and as the greater part of their neighbouring tribes arc of tlut 
description, they aie continually practising every violence, and 
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are sugge^Ato a chief 

of p^widerkWeloteUigei^^ltd one af 'the^Vo<^h king's 
heai men,' whom I met in the liio Fongo, tlfe enormity of their 
injustice to the 8urroun((ln|.. tribes^ and how displeasing it was 
to the God they prayed to, fib reply was* *♦ True, this be bad 
fashion to Foolah, or Mandingo man, bat these people we 
make war against never pray'to God, nor do we make war 
witli those who give God Almighty service." While this bar- 
barism exists, and the slave ^trade is continued, humanity will 
have to bewail the miserable condition of tlie African slave. 
For this, and various other reasons that might be urged, and 
considering the position and extensive influence of the Foolah 
nation, their king claims a high consideration in a combined 
scheme oi establishment upon the coast. 

So impressed was this chief, of the beneficial advantages to be 
derived from agriculture, that he tendered land, cattle, men, 
&c. to the agents of the Sierra Leone Company, only request- 
ing from them, in return, a delegated superintcndance ; but, 
strange to tell, this disposition was not cultivated nor improved; 
nor was the further ofler of the king of Laby, and his high 
priest, to place their sons under the protection of the Company, 
to be sent to England and educated. A more important step 
could not have been taken to attain the object of the Directors, 
than this of attaching the Foolah nation to their interest. 

Th^ women of this nation are handsome, and of a sprightly 
temper, and their countenances are more regular than those of 
the common Negroes; the hair in both men and women is much 
longer, and not so woolly, but they have a most disgusting 
custom of forming it into ringlets, bedaubed with oil and grease, 
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wnicn .gives them a vpry barba^s appeariWifie. ^The Foblah 
tongue is^ different from that ’purrounlfeg^]^^^^ and 
its accent is more harmonious. 

To the southward of the Rio Poilaro/to Sierra Leone, lie the 
countries of the Bagoes, Sopsees, Maddirtgos, Timralnees, and 
Boolams, all idolaters except the Mandingos, tvho, like the 
Foolahs, associate in their religion a 'mixture of fetishism and 
Mahomedanism. The Tiinminees are a more harmless race of 
men than any of the other inf del nations, and tlieir disposi- 
tions are more calculated to industrious avocations than their 
neighbours. 

I have already noticed the Mandingos, but, as I consider this 
nation and the F oolahs of the first consequence, from their 
power and influence over the other nations of this part of the 
coast, I shall add a few more observations upon them. 

From what I have before stated, it will appear that the Man- 
dingos are a numerous people in Africa, gaining a daily influ- 
ence and authority in the district now under consideration. 
Besides tlie tribes of this people who inhabit the countries 
between the Soosecs and Timminees, there are various otheit 
established in tiie country of Bambouk, and on the borders of 
the Gambia, but the great body occupy an extensive territory 
above the sources of that river. 

The empire of the Mandingos is not, however, so consider- 
able as that of the Foolahs, but from their increasing influence 
over the western countries, from their docile and cunning dis- 
positions, their knowledge in merchandize, and acquirements in 
book-knowledge, their power must, in process of time, be great- 
ly increased ; and it will be of the utmost moment to civilize 
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herrii in Wer to aquire’ an jpi^ence over the mpre Sarba- 
■oua states,, 

' Notwithgtandihg tU curining and dissimulation which cha- 
•acterizes these pbple, thSy are genepus, open, and hospitable, 
md their women* are aimiai)te and engaging; they are more 
zealous Maltomedans than the Foolahs ; their colour has a 
mixture of yellow, but tjlbir features are more regular than the 
other nations of Africa which I have seen. The Foolahs, the 
Mandingos, and the Jdliffs, bordering on the Senegal, are the 
most handsome Ne^es on this part of Africa ; the hair of the 
latter, however, is more crisped and woolly, their nose is round, 
and their lips are thick ; this nation, in particular, is blacker 
than those approximating towards the line ; nor are the Negroes 
in the Ki -W coast, and towards Palmas, so black as the nation 
1 now speak of ; which may tend to prove, that the colour of 
the Africans does not arise froin a vertical sun, but from other 
physical causes yet unknown. 

There is a characteristic feature between the Mahomedan 
nations of Africa, particularly those from the shores of the 
Mediterranean (whom 1 have seen in my travels in tliat 
quarter) which, with their almost universal profession of the 
Mahomedan religion, sanctions the idea, that this part of 
t^e coast has been peopled from the eastern parts of the 
cbnhnent; but the visible difference in religion, complexion, 
and feature, of the nations towards Cape Palmas, give rise to 
other conjectures. An obvious difference may be observed among 
these numerous nations; their language and their customs are 
various, and are frequently without affinity or relation. From 
the shores of the Mediterranean to this nart of Afrira. the 
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of the nations are Mi^Winedans, but fcape JMr 

mas they are grqss, idolaters, iNltlt a mixture Mahom^lianisma|td 
superstition ; many of them erkt temples, and dedicafe groves 
to the devil. I have seen several of which exhibit no out- 
ward sign or object of v^orship, wit Consist of stumps of trees, 
in a circular form, covered with leaves, or a thatched roof, in the 
centre of which stands a square altar of mud, without any 
image of adoration. The reason assigned by* them feU* their 
omission in this instance, is, “that they never loolc the Devil or 
evil spirit, therefore they do not know how to make any thing 
like him." To the good spirit they neither make offering nor 
sacrifice, considering it as unnecessary to obtain his favours, 
from his disix)sition to do nothing but good, which of course ho 
will administer to them. 

From every thing that I have observed, I conceive that idola- 
try, and fetish worship, is the predwninant religion of Africa, 
and tliat Mahomedanism has been propagated • by ' the Moors 
and Arabs. It may not here be unopportune to introduce the 
Mandingo man’s prayer, which 1 obtained from a very intelli- 
gent chief of that nation *. viz. 


O 



9 ? 




'l^niingo 4M:. In timr mom ^ S/ngUih. 

&bboJ^al8Tie]ftft^ ' God Ifvl^ anl jlftot dust, 

abodeW. SubWjfeanala raJ^ Ood i)e roaster d '’aU aroi is 


^lah. Subbbhaba^be. '1^ aborol^l^ddfes. 'God knows 
aUam|nte? nafiise wa amutate his slave, ''ktid is not made of 
she wakefdittta. Teyatelllla- earth; but'abo^all. (More 
hd rebates allivatuelub'lahey. the next sentence, Subbohana 
^illamalfeko ayo hanabehd, oba- arabe, &c. he bows twice.) 
ra Ipitolahe SulUiroaMna Ihan- Suppose I die, 1 can look you 
nab(S; lebddelahe Salihene^. to-moirow, and thank you, and 
Thd address to Mahomet fol- be out of trouble, and free from 
lows, viz. V ' », the Devil. 

Sahadala elahe idilkha in « (TeyateliUah^,&:c.^ccompa* 
Mahoroedo^ arasoolo lahi an | nied by a motion of tlie fingers) 
man Mahomedc abdodaho. 


I beg in my prayers again, 
God, I may die to day, I look to 
thank you again to-morrow, 
my people and family may 
then get into trouble, and I 
Aen pray to you. 


To Mahomet. 

Mahomet be man, born of 

r 

woman, the prophet of God, 
and speak to him for man. 


» ^ 

* in this,isystem of prayer there is a mixture of fetishism, Ma- 
hcmcdimism>aud a strong analogy to the Christian system ; and 
it i^'Bip inconsiderable argument in favour of the mediation of 
th^,S;iViour, that in the worship of heathen nations p. mediator 
is uniformly associated with the object of ad^^j|^n. Vhgil in 
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hi9 iEneid> and other daSsih ilUwttd^ k of tljd 
ancient Ijeathena^in the .omrafeenpe of the deitj^nd they 
clearly jWdate me hti^r^e ^^|ttAphed to the m^>diaforial 
efficacy of offerings ani|i^cnf^ 

The form of worship ^<^pted t6 the fiyegojijig prayer, is to 
squat down upon the gijound, placing the 'palm nf tjjcir hands 
flat therewi twice, touching the earth the same number oIjMjPes 
with their foreheads ; then rublMrtg their arms from the wrist to 
the elbow, with that which is contracted by this opera^n, 
when the hands are applied to the face, and the forefingers put 
into the ears. 

I have dwelt more minutely ifpon this people and their pre- 
sent condition compared with the Foolahs, because I consider 
these nations have it much in their power to shut and open the 
paths of intercourse with the interior countries, therefore they be-i 
coifie of importance, in the contemplation of any pursuits upon 
this district of Africa. 

The Mandingoes inhabiting Galam, and the countries in- 
terior to the Gambia, carry on tlie principal trade with those of 
Bambouk, &c. where gold is procured. This precious metal is 
obtained from the surface of the earth, and from the banks of 
the falls of the rivers in the rainy season; it is first washed in a 
calabash ; and when the water is poured off, the dust, and some- 
times large grains remain. The natives have no idea of mining; 
but it appears from hence, that mines of this metal must exist, 
which are concealed thro' the want of the arts 0f civilized life. 
The Mandingoes speak of these countries with a great air of 
mystery, and are extremely jealous, lest Europeans should ob- 
tain any information relative to them : as they carry on almost 
exclusively, thb branch of commerce. 

Oa ‘ 
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Wh^ I v^as in the Bashia h^ch'bf the Rio l^ongo, a me- 
teor^of an extraordinary kind ‘iippeared for two successive 
nights, directing its course -From KE. to SW. which put the na- 
tives in a tnost dreadful staie'^of consternation; the women fell 
into loud lamentations, the men beat their dirum$> and sent forth 
tlie most horrid yells; imagining, that this barbarous up- 
roar would drive away the object of their fears. In eclipses of 
the sun and moon, they repeat their prayers and sacrifices, 
with the same damour, under the notion that it will frighten 
away the monster which diey suppose to obscure these planets 
from their view. These superstitious notitms have the most 
powerful influence over the Negro’s mind, and it is impossible 
to dissuade or reason him out of them. 

From ail I have stated, the great importance of these coun- 
tries, to open ap intercourse With the interior of Africa, must 
appear. On the hordes of the Rio Pongo, and other rivers, 
excellent lands, forming bill, and daH^, arc every where to be 
found, and well adapted to agricultural experiments. With the 
consent of the ebUfi, these might be obtained at a small expense, 
and many of them with whom I have communicated, would 
gladly embrace a wise interference; but they all complain, 

white man not know their fashion,” intimating in very forcible 
language, that every caution should be used, at innovation upon 
their laws, customs, and manners. Let example first excite 
their admiration, and their barbarism will bow before the arts 
of civilization, and slavery be gradually abolished. 

Before 1 conclude this chapter, I shall make some observations 
upon the temperature of the western countries of Africa, situated 
between Cape Verde and Cape Palmas, mention the principal 
diseases, and those which Europeans are most exposed to on 
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their first arrival in these couiife^^|nd give genetRl piiecautifflli 
against the dangers of the Scc. 

The liiexhaustiWe fecunlli^'C^ hdds out-toEliiropeans 
strong excitements to €Jiter|rise a^j$Jfeseaich ; hut in the, ^pur- 
suit, the diseases which prevail in* 'this cottnfiy fhould be well 
understood; and it would be highly expedient Jh plans of 

colonization, to attach a medical staff, as the natives have no 
idea of the art of surgery, except what arises from the Itnov- 
ledge they have of the properties of herbs, and the superstitious 
attached to their fetishism. In annexing this extraordinary 
country to the civilized world, and exploring its stores of wealtli, 
a burning climate, and the diseases peculiar thereto, unite with 
the barbarism of its inhabitant in opposition to the European ; 
but by a .strict observance of necessary rules, and avoiding all 
kinds of excess, the formidable influence of tlie sun may be resist- 
ed, and the pernicious effects of exhalations, whiejj arise from a 
humid, maishy, and woody country, may in a great degree be 
obviated ; and I am sorry to say, that for want of proper precau- 
tion and through ignorance, fatal consequences more frequently 
occur, than from the unhealthiness of the climate. 

The temperature from Cape Verde to Cape Palmas is ex- 
tremely various from the vcrHcal rays of the sun, the nature ol 
the soil, and tlie face of the country. 

In the months from November to March, by Fahrenheit's 
thermometer, it has been from 70” in the morning, to ,90“ at 
noon, in the shade; and nearly the same variation h^ been 
observed at the river of Sierra Leone ; and in some places in the 
Foolah country it has been from 50* to 90" 

From July to October, the mean temperature in the river 
Gambia, by Fahrenheit, has beenf rora 90* in the morning to 100' 
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cooling 9ea 

i^te^asi more lhaif Mtuat^lSlRj iwenf mp^ i™:ibr. ' ‘ The 
■bartKlSf aIIthefer9 itt^A^,^hi(:h I haVieviSed, arp. en- 
.clasi^ fejT iflii^rieitrb^e 'l&estsf, and the closely cPm- 

hiil^mhj^ove .t^ setdbrrt tl^t thpland forms an 

Pnevea dry surfece on their borders. Instiinces hpwevCT in the 
SieiialJecJfie, Rio Port^,' are, (recasionally occur, when the most 
picturesque apbneiyabbrasfe 

From to AugusS tornados, before des- 

cribed/j^ev^^h|io:h flie ^iri^ar^^ this phenomenon 

is to be mdt-^tfi iiPni Cape Vet^e to Cape Palmas. The 
months from November to March are remarkable for the pre- 
valence pfeast and north-east winds. When these winds, which 
afe called harmatans, set in, they are aoccanpanied with a heavy 
atraPsphere^j and are of a dry and desfiuctive nature. Every 
description of vegetation is blasted by their influence, and every 
object, anitete and inanimate, ffetsts fheir;pbwerful effects ; the 
skin is ^rched and dried, and every 'frature is shriveled and 
contracted. The most compact cabinet work w|ll give way, 
, the seams of flooring open, and the planks even bend. Fur- 
: niture of every sort is distorted’; ' in shoirt, nothing «cap^ their 
dreadful power. The nights at this period are cool and re- 
freshing. ' ‘ ' . . 

The months of July, August, Septethber, aild. October are 
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encc of the sunmnd; a long period oT arou^' js.Jjpmedi^ 
ately covered with' vermin and reptili^ pf all aortal cri^ttin^ a 
moving mass of patrefactidn,, ^e natives ascribe to'^^iihfese 
many of thidr diseases; but a fisher cape may be added, namely, 
the great change from heat to co|^ and the variations at 
this season. 


The powerful influe^^e of the sun, wJiich at this period is 
almost vertical, quickly dissipates the clouds which otecure the 
sky, and produces an almost insupportable effect; but new 
clouds soon condense, and intercept the solar rays ; a mitigating 
heat follows ; the pores are comiH’essed, and pref piration ceases. 
Variations succeeding so rapidly, are attended with the most 
serious effects, and the most fatal consequences. , And, lastly, 
the noxious exhalations arising from the inaccessible forests 
and marshy swamps which abound in Africa, and from nume- 
rous animal and vegetable remains of the dry season, which ‘ 
cover the soil every where, are productive of putrid effluvia. 
These rains, or ratlier periodical ton*ents of water, which annu- 
ally visit the tropics, invariably continue for about four rpooths 
of the year, and during the other eight it rarely happens that 
one single drop falls ; in some instances, however, periodical 
showers have happened in the dry season, but tlte efffects of 
these are scarcely perceptible on vegetation ; the coiis^uence 
is, that the surface ol the earth forms an impervious stratum or 
crust, wliich shuts up ail exhalation. 
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^ Whsti tlie rains cease, and the heat of the sun absorbs the 
evaporations from the earth, which have been so long concealed 
during the dry season, a most offensive and disgusting effluvia 
is produced, which th«i fastens upon ^e human system, and 
begets diseases that in a short time shew their effects with 
dreadful violence ; and no period is more to be guarded against 
than when the rains cease, for the intense heat completely 
irapi^nates the atmosphere with animalculae and corrupted 
matter. 

The principal complaints which attack Europeans are, malig- 
nant nervous fevers, which prevail throughout the rainy season, 
but they are expelled by the winds whjeh blow in the month of 
' December; from hence these bamatans are considered healthy, 
but I haA’e heard various opinions among medical men on this 
subject. Dr. Ballard (now no more), whose long residence at 
Bance Island, and in Africa, and whose intimate acquaintaince 
with the diseases of these climates, peculiarly qualified him to 
decide upon the fact, was of opinion, most decidedly, that the 
harmatan season was not the most healthy. 

When this malignant fever takes place in all its virulence, its 
consequences are the most disastrous ; the symptoms arc vio- 
lent and without gradation, and the blood is heated to an 
increased degree beyond what is experienced in Europe ; the 
ninth day is generally decisive, and this is a crisis that requires 
the most vigilant attention and care over the patient, I speak 
this from personal experience. In consequence of the fatigues 
I underwent in the Rio Pongo, and other rivers, and hav- 
ing been for several days and nights exposed to an open 
sea, and to torrents of rain upon land, I was seized with 
this dreadful disorder, although I had enjoyed an uninterrupted 
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• state of good health before, Rnd^n my arrival at the colony of 
Sierra Leone was unable tftjiuj^rt myself on shore; and had 
it not been for the kind attention and skilful prescriptions 
of Dr. Robson of that oolony^^;^^ the friendly offices of 
Captain Brown, I should, in aU piDbability, at this stage have 
finished my travels and existence together. ' Dysenteries fre- 
quently follow this fever, which are of a very fatal tendency, 
and sometimes the flux is unattended by fever. : This disease is 
not uncommon in persons otherwise healthy, but it is produc- 
tive of great debility, which requires a careful regimen ; if it 
continues to a protracted period, its consequences are often fatal. 
In my own case, a dysentery followed the fever, and reduced 
me to a mere skeleton. The dry belly-ache is another danger- 
ous disease, accompanied by general languor, a decrease of 
appetite, a viscous expectoration, and fixed pain in the stomach , 
Opium is considered an efficacious medicine in this disease, and* 
is administered with great perseverance, accompanied by fre- 
quent fomentations. An infusion of gnger drank in the morn- 
ing has frequently good effects. Flannel assists excretion, 
and is found beneficial. Tetanos is also another disease peculiar 
to Africa, and is a kind of spasm and convulsive contraction, 
for wliich opium is the usual remedy. 

The Guinea worm is another disease among the natives, 
which is productive of tumours upon the body and limbs, pro- 
ductive of great pain, and is a contagious disease. This, how- 
ever, is a subject without my province, and which has bear ably 
treated upon by gentlemen, whose profession fully qualified 
them for the inve.» ligation, in addition vto the many valuable 
treatises upjn tropical disiiases, from high authority, I would 
recommend Dr. Winterbottom's publication to the reader, as 

P 
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feml^racing Jii^hly important local information upon the diseases, 
of the Windward Ca.ist. 

I have only touched on those which have more immediately 
corac within my personal observation. Too much Care cannpt ’ 
be taken by Europeans in irinking, and even washing in the 
W’aters of Africa, which should always undergo a filtering pre- 
paration, and I am persuaded that great circujnspection should 
be used in this respect ; these and other precautions, with a 
generous, but regular system of living, wtmld no doubt tend to 
diminish the fatal tendency of diseases in Africa. 

Without doabtf a series of professional observations and en- 
quiry into the temperature and periodical variations of the cli- 
mate of Africa, and its diseases, would be attended with the 
mostimpor mt advantages to the sdence of physic, and might 
ultitnatdy ptmc of incalculable consequence in preserving tlie 
!valuaUehve$j?f our brave soldiers and sailors, exposed to all 
the ravages of tropical climates. Advantagc.s that are well 
worth the attention of government, which would train up a 
body of physicians and surgeons, iniiialtd Into tlie mystcrief of 
the diseases peculiar to those countries, which might tend to 
preserve a large prtion of human beings of the utmost conse- 
quence and importance to the state; an<l it might form a part 
in the organization of colonial establishments, to attach thereto 
an institution of this nature. 
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CHAPTEk' X, 


"tk Author visits the Isles di^Zossr^Remarks on those IsUatds 

Touches at the River Searcies.^ Arrives at the Colony of 
Sierra Leone.^Embarks far the West Indies. — Lands at the 
Colony of Demrary.-^Some Observations on the Productions 
of that Colony f Berbice, and Essequibo, and on the hn^ortame 
of Dutch Guiana to the United Kingdom, in a politic^ and 
% commercial View. 


On the 4th of July, I rejoined the Minerva at the Palm Trees, 
and on the 5th we weighed and passed the bar of tliq J{io Pon- 
go, steering our course for the Isles de Loss; and on the 6th 
came to an anchor off Factory Island. 

The Isles de Loss, in the Portuguese language meaning. 
Islands of Idols, are so called from the idolatrous customs of 
the natives, and arc seven in number ; Tummara, Crawford’s, 
Factory, Tcmba, While’s, Goat, and Kid islands, Tamtnara is 
the largest, but very difficult of approach, and has few inhabi- 
tants; Crawford’s has two factories for trade, belonging to 
gentlemen formerly in tlie service of the Sierra Leone Cntitpany ; 
and Factory Island has an American establishment, conducted 
by a Mr. Fi k, Tlic.se are the principal (the others being little 
more than barren rocks), and they abound inwegetalion.and 
natural productions. Squilly, or the sea onion, to which great 
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medicinal qualities are ascribed, grows in great abundance in 
these islands, and might be procured in almost any quantity. 
Dr. Lewis, in the Materia Medica^ or Edinburgh Dispensary, 
describes the peculiar qualities of this root. 

The positions of these islands are excellent for trade, but 
exposed to the predatory excursions of the enemy, who have 
frequently pillaged the factories established in Crawford's 
hlatid. 

On the 9th We again got under weigh, steering our course 
for the entrance into the river Searcies. The^Hiight was atten- 
ded by tremendous peals of thunder, lightning, and torrents of 
rain ; we continued off and on until the nth, when we arrived 
outside Mattacont Island, bearing E. by S. and the Isles deLoss 
in sight. At 2 P. M. L accompanied Captain Brown, with fivte 
hands, in the pinnace, with the intention of running into the 
Searcies river. We sailed with a fresh breeze in expectation of 
gaining the entrance by the approach of night ; but w'e W'ere 
obliged to anchor in the open sea, amidst the most awful peals 
of thunder, while the whole heaven displayed nothing but vivid 
flashes ot lightning. Amidst this tremendous scene, exposed 
to the mercy of the waves, with the prosi)ect of being deluged 
by rain, we secured our little bark and ourselves, in the best 
manner our circumstances would admit, and committed ourselves 
to tl'.e all protecting care and disposal of Providence. The mantle 
of night was soon .spread around us, the scene was grand and 
solemn, and we were at length hu.shed to rest by the jar of ele- 
ments, and the murmurs of the ocean. We aw'oke to contem- 
plate an azure sky, and the all-bountiful mercy of tlie Creator, 
ill preserving us from such imminent danger, to pursue our 
destination through breakers, shoals, and sands. 
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day-light, with a byeesas from the land, We^^weighed, and 
steered our course S, S. E. for the Searcies bar, but the wind 
shifting to the S. E. and the ebb tide^ running strong, we were 
nearly driven out of sight of landivwe were therefore obliged 
again to anchor, and wait the change of tide. Trusting to a 
sea breeze that had just set in, it being slack .water, we again 
weighed : the serenity of the weather did not long condiiue, but 
soon increased to a brisk gale, accompanied by thunder,' light- 
ning and rain ; we were driven with great impetuosity through 
the narrow channel between the bar and the shore, and from, the 
shallowness of t^o water, the rollers continually broke over our 
heads, threatening our destruction every moment. Providenti- 
ally we surmounted these dangers, and at 5 P. M. entered the 
river, which is interspersed with islands and picturesque objects, 
that could not be viewed without interest. I have been thus mi- 
nute in describing this excursive voyage, tliat others, whose bu- 
siness may hereafter lead them to this river, may profit by the 
difficulties we experienced in this critical and dangerous passage. 
We were obliged to come to an anchorage in the river during 
the night, under a very violent rain, and the next day arrived at 
Robart, the factory of Mr. Aspinwall. 

This gentleman, whom a previous acquaintance had induced 
me to visit, received us with great hospitality and kindness. 
From a residence of upwards of 32 years on the coast, lie pos- 
sesses much intelligence and valuable information relative to this 
part of Africa, and I am indebted to him not only on this, but 
on former occasions, for many interesting particulars. ’ 

The factories of trade m this river are, 

Mr, Aspinwall, Robart. 

Boatswain, A black chief and trader, above Robart. 
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Mr, Lewis, Rocoopa, attached to Bance IiSlland. 

Mr, Gordon, Thomas’s Island, dittp. 

With a variety of small factories attached to fhose of Mr. 
Aspinwall. 

On the 15th we took leave of Mr. Aspinwall, and embarked 
on board a schooner he had the kindness to furnish «s with ; and 
after a very tedious and tempestuous passage, arrived at Sierra 
Leone pn the 21st, having bad contrary winds to contend with ; 
whereas with a favourable breeze, the passage i* usually per- 
formed in a few hours. 

Here I was attacked with the epidemic fever of Africa, and 
experienced the medical assistance and friendship I have previ- 
ously noticed. 

In an exceedingly exhausted state, but much recovered, I 
.again embarked on board the Minerva, where I had a second 
attack of the fever, accompanied by dysentery, which reduced 
me to the lowest state of existence ; and after one of the most 
distressing and di'^agrceable voyages I ever experienced, we ar- 
rived in Demeraty roads after a passage of 71 days, and, by the 
providence of the Almighty, we escaped both disease and the 
enemy. 

A few hours after we came to an anchor I went on shore, 
and I verily beUeve that the passengers and spectators suspected 
they Itad received a visitation from the world of spirits. When 
I reached the house of Mr. Colin M'Crea, Captain Brown's 
consignee, the unaffected and gentlemanlike reception I met 
with, bodi from him and his lady, with their subsequent kind 
condget, can never be effeced from my raemoiy. Captain 
Brotlim soon joined us, and in the most engaging terms we 
were invited to become inmates with Mr. M‘Crea and his 
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partner, which we availed oursdves of dniing our stay in 
Deinerary. Afew days after, I hecarae acquainted \Vith Mr. 
Alexander M'Crea, brother to my hind host, and as soon 
as my health would permit, visited him at his plantation, tlic 
Hope, 11 miles from Stabrohe, the capital of the colony of 
Demerary. In tWs society, and fiom oth<a’ quarters, I was 
favoured with various information Opnn the situation Of the co- 
lonies in Dutch Guiana, and their importance in a political and 
commercial point Of view. ^ 

The colonial produce of Demeraiy, Essequibo, andBerbice, 
chiefly consists in sugar, coflee, cottpn, rum, and molasses; but 
the richness and fertility of the soil is capable of raising any 
tropical production; new sources being daily unfolded, of the 
immense wealth derivable from these colonies, and their great 
importance to Great Britain. The following example, extracted 
from the Custom House reports, may elucidate this in a striking 
degree. 

In the June fleet of 1804,, consisting of sixty sail of various 
burthen and tonnage, there were exported, viz. 

,17,835 Casks of sugar. 203 Casks coffee. 

44,8 Barrels do. 39.701 Barrels cotton. 

3,399 Puncheons rum. 336 Hhds. molasses. 
8,668,88.5 lbs. wt. coffee. 

Calculating sugar at .^qo. per cask, and per 'barrel; 
rum 150 guilders, or ;^i2. lor. per puncheon; coflee is* 
per lb.; cotton ^20. per bale of 3 cwt; and molasses a guilder, 
or IS. Sd, per gallon, the total amount will be .ujiwlards of 
£ 000 , 000 . 

This immense export- has since, progressively increased, and 
colonists are only wanting to augment it to an inconceivable 
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extent. How valuable then do these colonies becproe, and of 
what importance are they, in any hegociation with the enemy. 

Unipiestionably under the fostering care and guidance of 
British jurisprudence, they would produce an accumulated ex- 
port inhnitely beyond the present computation, and be produc- 
tive of increasing wealth to the merchant, and revenue to the 
country. 

The lands are still more fertile proceeding towards the inte- 
rior, and being thinly inhabited, are attainable with great facility, 
and are extremely various in their productions. 

f 

At this period these valuable possessions were nearly in a de- 
fenceless state, having a very inadequate and feeble military 
force to defend them, and being almost without naval protection ; 
they Iiad literally only an armed brig and schooner, built and set 
a float by the colony of Demerary, to guard an extensive coast, 
and an immense property. 

In addition to the foregoing enumeration of commerce, indigo, 
pepper, cacoa, or chocolate nut, &c, may be raised to great 
amount. Of the latter, an individual planter at Berbice, from a 
nursery of 500,000 trees had 138,000 bearing ones in ibo6, 
whicli when gathered in, calculating 51b. to each tree, will reim- 
burse him in the sum of 32, 000. 

Retrospectively viewed, it will appear tliat the colonies of 
Dutch Guiana are of the utmost importance to the revenue, and 
wealth of Great Britain. If any consequence is attached by 
government to llie West Indies, and it would be preposterous to 
infer that there is not, these become of grt at magnitude in the 
estimation of our colonial possessions, and if tliey are to revert 
to their former propiictors, it evidently should be for no mean 
equivalent ; and it is but justice to say, that when I was in this 
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|jart of the world, the apparent negligence in fhe pirdtectkm and 
jurisdiction of these possesions, by the administration of the 
day, had so far alienated the minds of ^he inhabitants, that their 
reversion to the former government ^ hot appear to be a sub- 
ject which would excite their rq^t; although they were 
originally predisposed in favour of Great Britain. “ 
Contemplating also Dutch Guiana in our present state of war- 
fare, and riewing it, from its contiguity, as an alliance of mag- 
nitude to French Guiana, the Brazils, and the Spanish settle- 
ments of South America, from whence, in the existing situation 
of Europe, the insatiate ambition of our inveterate enemy de- 
rives an important sinew of finance, which nerves his arm in 
wielding the sword against the liberties and the existence of the 
United Kingdom, they become infinitely enhanced, and are of 
still more momentous consideration. 

Indisputably their possession would tend much to fadlitate 
the British dominion in this lucrative portion of the globe, which 
might lead to a decisive termination of hostilities, and the per- 
manent establishment of honourable tranquillity. 

On the morning of the goth of October I took my grateful 
leave of my haspitable host and his family; and, accompanied 
by my trusty friend, fellow voyager and traveller, Captain 
Brown, 1 embarked at noon on board the ship Admiral Nelson, 
the command of which he had taken, accompanied by about so 
sail of vessels under convoy of his Majesty's sloop of war, the 
' Cygnet, commanded by - Maude, Esq. 

Touching at Tobago, where our fleet was augmented, we 
came to an anchor in the harbour of Grenada, on the 5th of 
November, and remained there until the gtb. 

The histoiy of this island, with that of the West Indies m 

Q 
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gcndiil, is so well kllo^vll, that it w^ld be delaying readers 
unnecessarily, for me to obtrude my observations. One anec- 
dote, however, which among a variety of experiments, I made 
to ascertain the sentiments of the Negroes in -tlie colonics, may 
prove, in a high degree, tlicir sentiments upon their present con- 
dition. When I mentioned to them some spot, or some head 
man in their country within their recollection, with the utmost cx- 
tacy they would say, “ eh ! you look that, massa I then assured 
them 1 had, and described tlic pullam, or palm tree, in their native 
town : the effect of tiiis remembrance was instantaneous, and 
demonstrated by the most extravagant expressions of delight. 
Conceiving that I had attained my object, and being persuaded 
that the transportation of these people was an oppressive trans- 
gression against their natural rights, I added, “ I had fiiie ship, 
1 go back to their country, and obtain leave from massa, to let 
tlicm go look their country a sudden transition fiom extrava- 
gance to grave reflection hdlowed ; “ I, nias.sa, me like tliat very 
well, me like much to look my country ; but suppose, inas«a, 
they make me slave, me no see my massa again ; all the same 
to me here T be .slave, hut me like ray mas.sa best-, and 1 no 
look my country with you.” 

Among every class with whom I have conversed on this sub- 
ject, I have uniformly received a similar answer, and it is a 
convincing proof that, by humane treatment, tiie condition of 
the .slave is improved, not only by his transportation to the colo- 
nics, but in his own estimation. 

It may be interesting to notice, that at tlic island of Grenada, 
I had an opportunity of correctly ascertaining the truth of a 
statement, I had heard from a medical gentleman of respecta- 
bility at Dcmcrary, that, that ravager of the human species, the 
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yeJtOw fever, was first imported into this island fitsfe the island 
of Bulam, in the Rio Grande, upon the coast of Africa, by a 
ship called IheHankcy, which broiigljt,pway the sickly colonists 
from tlut unfortunate expedition. 

On the 16th we arrived at Tortola, and on the ipth sailed 
with the fleet under convoy of the La Seine frigate, and landed 
at Liverpool on the 6th of January, 1806. 
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CHAPTER XL 
Conclusion. 

' -V . , ' 

I HAVE Qideavoured in the foregoing pages, to introduce to my 
readers, the substance of my diaiy of observations upon the 
Windward Coast of Africa. 

Originally I only intended them for my own private satisfac- 
tion, and that of my intimate friends ; but on my arrival in Eng- 
land, I fou 'd that the commerce of Africa was then a particular 
subject in agitation, among a large portion of iny fellow subjects, 
and the legislature of my country. 

Under these circumstancesj I conceived it my duty as a British 
commercial subject, and as a friend to humanity, to co^.imunicate 
my sentiments to the Right Honourable Lord Viscount Howick, 
then one of his Majesty's principal secretaries of state; which 1 did 
in the subjoined letter. (Appendix No. I.) Upon further reflec- 
tion, and by the express wish of respectable individuals, I have 
been induced to obtrude my narrative and sentiments upon the 
notice of the public. I have avoided as much as possible to mag- 
nify my personal adventures, and dangers, nor have I had 
recourse to the flowing periods of description, preferring a simple 
narrative of facts formed upon grounds of personal observation. 
From thence, if my endeavours tend to awaken a spirit of enter- 
prise, to enlarge the trade of the united kingdom, and to increase 
the export of its manufactures, or lead to more intelligent 
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interference in behalf of the enslaved African, my design will be 
accomplished. 

To do justice to the natural history of -Afnea, and to introduce 
to the public its various sources of comwee, would require a 
union of political interests, and vigorous execution, which none 
but government can apply with full effect. 

The prindpal outline which I have endeavoured to confine my- 
self to, b a recital of su^|||||paits of the disposition and character of 
the natives, as seem requisite to be understood to form an 
accurate judgment of the present condition of Africa. The 
advantages that may possibly result not only from moral, but 
political consideratitais, informuig upon sure principles, agricul- 
tural and mercantile establishments, calculated to instruct and 
civilize the Negroes employed in the necessary avocations, will 
unfold the fertility of their soil which is now left to nature ; and 
will also fulfil the expectations of a rational humanity, whil it 
might rapidly expel slavery and the Slatee trade, to the establish- 
ment of civilization, and more natural commerce. I have also 
endeavoured to demonstrate the eligibility of the position of the 
river Sierra liCone, from whence a controlling and administrative 
authority might employ the resources of the Windward Coast 
from Cape Verde to Cape Palmas, at the same time submitting 
solely to the wisdom of government, the propriety of annexing 
Senegal to our po.ssessions on the coast ; which of course would 
tend to the total exclusion of France from this part of the world. 

I have besides dwelt upon such positions, as appear to me 
best calculated to establish factories of trade and agricultural 
operation ; and ujwn the nations whose barbarism must first be 
subdued, in order to influence other tribes, and to obtain a free 
intercourse with the interior, and have pointed out those chiefs 
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whole liii^sitiQns |Tj(J influence, grea%|^||B!f&te to fe- 
cilkate this benifio^* iiridertakingr 
The weis I upon, are surrounded with fertile 

lands and a mimerous population, and may be navigated a con« 
siderable distance into the interior country ; and by reducing 
ail operations to one well adapt^ system, under the gpidance 
of cxperieiice, moderation, and wisdwn. I am firmly persuaded 
that success will be the result. IV 
What 1 have said relative to the present state of the natives 
of Africa, may tend to demonstrate the nature of the oppo- 
sition, which civilization has to guard against, and the barbarism 
it has to contend with. The condition of a free Negro in Africa 
is easy and contented, and the class of slaves attached lc> them, are 
satisfied v.ith their fate. They only are to be lamented, who are 
procured from condemnation, cither for real or imaginary crimes, 
or who are taken in war; and it is from this class that slaves 
are procured by other nations. It is a remarkable circum- 
stance, that the major part of these unhappy creatures come from 
the interior, and that the maritime places which have had inter- 
course with Europeans, afford only a small number of slaves ; 
and 1 am iiersuaded, abominable as the slave trade may be consi- 
dered, and disgraceful as it is, that it has saved many liuma)i beings 
from a premature and barbarous death. I am also firmly of opi- 
nion, that it is only by a gradual abolilion, and a rational system 
to civilize the inhabitants of Africa, that this detested traffic can 
be effectually abolished. A rational philosophy and humanity, 
should fii^ have submitted to political necessity, and have com- 
menced experiment upon practicable theories, while the sacred 
rights of property should have been regarded, and well consi- 
dered. 
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4\ibi«KXtQst.o U\« awaiRteiwu 
of many vhMy Uidividualsj but 1 beg to assure ttj«m, Uwt i 

am as zealwj an'lMillroStt aS 

effecting a measure, that eaibraces so Jaige a portion of the liu- 
man race; and I should ccmtradict the conviction of uiy own 
mind, were I to utter any oth?if Opinion. 

Rectitude of intention, a lively interest in the condition of 
the African, and a deep impression of the importance of this 
country to Great Britain, in a commercial point of view, have 
actuated me in obtruding myself upon the public ; and before I 
take my leave, I earnestly entreat a deliberdte invcsllgalion of 
the imperfect system of operation, I liuve recommended in the 
foregoing pages. If 1 liave not been sufficiently perspicuous, 

I trust the shafts of criticism will be enfecliled by the considc- 
ration, tliat a commercial education and pursuit cannot claim 
a title to literary acquirements ; but if in any instance I meet 
tlic judgment of a discerning public, and my suggestions excite 
more competent endeavours, 1 sliall feel the highest pleasure, 
aikl satisfaction. 

Into the Iiands of an enlightened Icgi.slaturc, and a lieneficcnt ’ • 
public, 1 commit the Negro race; and may their endeavours be 
blest by Providence ! may they tend to enlarge the circle of civi- 
lized and Christian society, and augment the commercial pros- 
perity of the United Kingdom ! 
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To the Right Honourable Lord Viscount llowkk, his Majesty's Jute 
principal Hed'Ctary of State for Foreign JJairs ; shaeing at one 
View the most simple and ready Mode f gradually and cfertuully 
abolishing the Slave Trade, and eradicating Slavery, on flu Eve oj' 
his Lordship introducing the late Bill into Farhament for the Abo- 
lition of the Slave Trade. 


A 

^T' 


Mv Loud, 


London, 5tli February, 1807. 


S riwuuATLj) by an ardent zeal for tbe political and commercial 
intorc.'its of my country, and animated by the principles (»f 
humanity, I venture to approacli your Lordship upon a subject 
w'blcli, with every defcreii 'c, I <onceivc to be of the most mo- 
mentous conse(|ucncc at the picscnt coiijunctiirc, namely, the 
exiting state of Afiiea, arul the relative importance of its trade 
to tlie United Kingdom. 

in mv coinmmiicatl<ms to your Lordship, I .shall adhere to that 
brevity which is consistent with perspieuitv. .and a lecognition 
of the, imi)nrtanee attached to your Lordship s time and weighty 

engagements.- 

If e.xpeiiuicntal knowledge, iny Lord, attaches any force to the 
observations I now submit to your Lordship, I liavc to premise. 

R 
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that they are the result of teceht per8onal investija |||^ iid a 'e a 
summary of reraar^^etaUi^ in journals of a verjr excursive "b- 
scrvation on the of Africa, and a peculiar faci- 
lity of inicrc^UPsc chiefs and native tribes of a widely 

extended ciixlc, from which I am returned, by the West Indies, 
in the late fleet under the convoy of his Majesty's frigate La 
Seine, and Merlin sloop of war. 

As u pieliminary introduction, permit me to refer your Lordship 
to the annexed copy of a letter, (Appendix Ko. II.) which I 
ventured to address to the Right Honouiable the Lords Commis- 
sioners of the Admiralty, dated 1st May, ultimo, in which is 
exemplified the present state of commerce from the Island of 
Goree to C’apc Palmas. Vide page 54. 

Conch sivc as this example may be of its magnitude, yet it is 
infinitely below its attainable increase. 'I'he vant of naval pio- 
tcction, and the patronage of fflBPbnicn^ has L,ieitly fettend 
it, and exposed the property engaged theiein, t > the incursions 
and destructive dcpiedatious yf the enemy. 

Connected with its present extent, the Gaiiihia, the Rio Ponsio, 
the river Sierra Leone, and the ri\(rs adj.ie< nt to Cape P.ii.i, .s, 
abound with the greatest variety of the most lucr.itive and raie 
objects of commercial pursuit, namely, indigo, numei on > pl.inls 
for staining, pepper, cotton, and a muitifarions enuineiation of 
donmint ptoduelions, l)csi<les timl)er of vanous kinds, adapted to 
the building of ships destined to tiopical clinntes, having the 
peculiai quality of resisting the worm, so vuinoii^ to shipping, ami 
corroding iron; it may he cut into planks of 20 feel by 15 inches, 
and may be procured in any quantity. 

A retrospective view therefore, my Lord, displays a fruitful 
field to comnioreial enterprise, to the attention of civilized 
nations, to the naturalist, and to the metaphysician, requiring 
united interference only, to unfold and fertilize them ; which in 
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effect, would teilTl to enfranchise a kindred speciesj absorbed in 
barbarism, add preserve, uninterrupted, our commercial advama- 
ges with this extraordinary; and impo.rt|i|<|uaTter of the globe. 

It js, certainly, my Lord, a subject of |p deepest regret to the 
philanthropist, that among the Africans,' i devoted race is con- 
signed to the galling fetters of slavery by their inbuinan custums, 
by their barbarous hostilities, and the commercial expedients of 
civilized states. 

Much has been written and said, my Lord, upon this interesting- 
subject, from authority high in rank, in talents, and situation, 
but still it is involved in a perjdexed labyrinth ; the attainable 
sources of African commerce remain unexplored, aud the inhabi- 
tants of its extensive regions are still entangled by the thraldom 
of barbarous customs, and superstitious infidelity. No (fiicient 
measures have been adopted, upon practicable grounds, to unite 
the views of humanity and coHiteerce in one harmonious com- 
pact, compatible with the present condition of Africa, its charac- 
ter, its customs, and its inveterate barbarism. 

Benevolence has, unhappily, hitherto failed in its objects, 
tlirougli the opposition of a peculiar mixture of passions, of 
obstinate ferocity, and licentious and hereditary habits. 

To sulnUie the inveteracy of these evils, and to establish the. 
manumission of the African, alluring and progressive alterations 
are necessary, compatible with his present condition, under the 
iufliiciice of agriculture and mcchanies, adapted to the useful 
purposes of life, to commerce, and to navigation. 

Ibevious to his enfranchisement, my Lord, these must exhibit 
' before him their facinations upon his native plains. Too impetuous 
and indolent to observe the forms, or to enter into the J'Ceessary 
details of business, he views the effect without investigating the 
cause; but when he perceives the former, and contemplates his 
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own comparative U'l'etcliedAess, anti contracted ’of Intel- 
Icrt, lie will i)C roused from his innate indolcncV, hiS powers will 


he (lilated, and his cnfnjla'tidn stimulated to attain a more exalt'-d 

i 

-Mall' of hcilia*, v.liHc Ms barbarism will fall beforfi the luminous 


di'p'fiys of Ciduflitcned example. 

lienee, to free tlie African cuminrrcial and agricultural socie- 
ties adapti'd to tlie prc.scnt state of the countrv, appear to be the 
most [)racticablc means, and the only sources of remtinerative and 
elective intluence; but us these measures necessarily require 


])opulatioii tioin the parent state, aided by great pccuniaiy .sup- 
port, and intelligent superiiilendance ; the [)iitt ouu4.'t of the legis- 
lature i.s indispctsibly requisite, to aid individual and corporate 
cndcaiours. 


In jiursuaiK'f hereof, imperceptible and circumspect approach 
at innovation upon the laws, custom.', and country of Africa, arc 
hi 'Illy expedient ; the chiefs and head men claim a piiinary cou- 
sideralion ; their obstinate predilection in favour of long-existing 
usage must he cajoled the inveteracy of their jealousies and 
superstitions he dexterously icimood, and tlieir sordid avarice 
flattered, by the judicious maxims of policy, and by the prospects 
of superior gain. 

The slave trade, therefore, being lucrative, and of iinmcnional 
existence, must, in the interim, pursue 'ts present course, as a 
fatality attached to the couditioii of Africa, and as a polluted 
alliance, wiiich the dictates of policy and humanity impose, until 
a succcdaneiim is found in its stead. 


While tliis invidious exigency obstructs the immediate maiiu- 
mission of the slave, it does not the less accelerate it in conformity 
thereto, but on tlie contrary, is a necessary preliminary to liis 
efficacious emancipation. 

Before he is admitted into the political society of ]ii.s master, 
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and i« allow, ed tb be free, ^Jiis intellectual faculties must be ex- 
panded by the example of polished society, and by the arts of 
civilization. 

t C T 

Maxims of policy, my Lord, are often ;^parently little conso- 
nant with those of morality ; and where an inveterate evil in 
society is to he eradicated, address and delicacy in managing the 
humours and interests of men, are arts requisite to success. 

This consideration is applicable to the present condition of the 
Africans, and may perhaps justify a farther continuance of the 
slave trade, as compatible with its radical abolition, 

The reasonings adopted by a numerous assemblage of chiefs, 
con\cned in the retirement of the mountains of Sierra Leone, 
when that company assumed a defensive attitude, most clearly 
j)iove this grievous necessity. 

In their idiom of our language they say, ‘MVhite man now 
come among u-, with new face, talk palaver we do not uudersUnd, 
they bring new fashion, great guns, and soldiers into our country, 
hut tlicy jnakc no trade, or bring any of the fine money of their 
country w'ith tlicin, therefore we must make war, and kill these 
white men.” 

This, my Loul, is an impressive epitome of the sentiments of 
the wliolc country, and lienee the impolicy of illuminating their 
inimK ami abolishing slaveiy,’in order to erect a system of icfor- 
ination upon an invidious base iu the estimation of the governing 
ehai actors of the country. 

With every deference, my Lord, to the wisdom and benevo- 
leiu e w'hicb fiamed the constitution of the Siiwra Leone Com- 
paiiy, I would observe, tliat liad they adopted the following 
measures, they would hefoie now have been far advanced ift, their 
seheme of reformation. 1 

1st. They should have employed their funds in the established 
iOmmcrcc of the country. 
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2(1. Have purchased slaves from as rcide an txtent of native 
tribes as was practicable; they should have employed them in 
that capacity, under the superintendence of the Eiuoj,can colo- 
nist; Jiavc initiated them into the arts of agriculture and usi ful 
mechanics, manufactures, and navigaiion, and have instructed 
them in the nidintents of letters, religion, and science, itc. 

3d. having arrived at this .s;,ite of eivi. /..(ion ami knou iedge, 
their maniam'h'it slio.dd have jiroeecucd .i ; op itiun 

to their fidelity and altainnuiit.-.. 

And, lastly, bci.ig thus tpialified, they should liavc employed 
them as the agents to their riihe, to make known to iln-m tl/e 
arcana of wealth in their countiy, dormant througii hen d' in’ 
harharism and superstitious idolatry. 

rmiTi the adoption of the irst proposition, a Idcility oi :r 
course with the interior and native irilu'o. Avoiihl ban m.-cii 
actpiired, and also a knowledge of the genius, jiol;e\, eusluirx 
manners, and commercial ri's,oiirc. s of the lu ig'diouring natioms 

By the 2d, tlie seeds ol’s. ience would ha' c been (.i^scmi^at( o 
throughout an extended idstriet, and a spint (■(' imiu.stry am? 
empiiry would have been infused, whiih, I.y ■mpereeptihlt de- 
grec.s, miller the guidance nl‘ ]h'o\ idence, might eventually luive 
been spread throughout tlie most remofe regions oi Wfnea. 

By means of the 3d, the objects of humanity we id have lieeu 
vcalired. 

And by the progressive inlluence of the last, a system ol’ civili- 
zation and commercial enterprize would have been dilfused, and 
ail equivalent, in process of time, been obtained, consistent with 
the cogency of existing circumstances, and the African’s present 
state of being. 

By adopting this system, my Lord, the maxitns of sagacioins 
policy, and the claims of humanity, upon practicable principles, 
may be united, and adapted to the present con lition of Africa, 
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w (li)i' run* commerce therewith will he invigorated and encreased, 
au'! flow without interruption through a loss polluted chan- 
nel , tht seclusion of tlic Afiiean from the refined arts of society 
Ix' .iunihii. t( (I, his jc.ilousifs allayed, his nature regenerated, his 
birharisin full ix' 'r(' the advantages of enlightened existence, 
and hr t > u-ioius make tlieir natural exit, together with 

«,hoics and his country. 

„ i,M') !• ’ > . inplaih 1', my Lord, to the beneli- 

i-t ul ( ' (! j aliuj 'I'ld nowwoitliy of Jieiu.ii’-nau' nhy 

ol I iSnii'.i gor< .'uiiu ut to eficct ! 

Ii ilx' • (’Hi,, my 1 , 01 ( 1 , I < w and a('cumuiated soiuco. of com- 
S< '! ,1111” (»,. toe panut state in a manner more 

im ' ii , oal 'i.tl n.'iim of mankind, while , moo 'men- 

' ' >1 II V '(> • ' . 0,1, .hnli .'.ilipm;' 

' I V ai-o'Xi"' t ' '.dmii'tliou ut, and 'n m <’s 

* ‘i‘ I ivili/e(’ woiht hit it ^'ll(^^ i” ali'Midoued by 

‘ *' ’ I I iiu lip it',.} I oil 1 nations, 

' ' - 1 .u" W.c (lioitmg thru \icwsUj> 

' I'l ii- m ’■’( :m Ho i oiit(‘m|)!ii'ioa of ''1 't <,baiuloiim(mt, 
’ll. I, , . -ii.ii!)' sv. /( . "iih ’Vulity, as being higld} 

I .1 cam M,ipi«ii. I, • 'a’iiIcIIk >i '•■..11 1 chains m ill still clink 
, ■'k < • il d VO, M, 1,1' ft’ticrs ho rivetti ' "(m^ 

lo^ n ’ 1’ Jm' fate he foiisigm 1! to tim uiiccit ill ■ 

' fi 1 

f 

■ iiu.il' pi 1 . Ill mo to „^sul’c } oui Lotdship, that I am wholly un- 
inlhoinid, ami te.al i am xt this moment, 'gmnant of the piescut 
ojuiMin*' of men in Euioj.'C upon this interesting subject, as 1 have 
jusi . nivcd m England, oud have been excluded foi some tinm 
ji,ast t'l 01 any other seem hut tliai of iiersunal observation in 
A fried. 

11 iv( con idered tiio suhjett with deep Interest, and finding 
the momentous <|uestion upon the eve of being agitated by the 

S 
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legislature, I have a Bt|p|pSi|k4rcial 

subject, to give to yciir Lortlsh^Svithin niy 

personal knowledge, ja^hd liave, the|eforc, obtruded my thoughts 
upon you; add if ypur J/jrdship deenis a more detailed and 
systematic view of my journals of any interest, I am ready to 
unfold them with the utmost alacrity. In the interim, I am, 

My Lord, 

Your Lordship’s most obedient 
humble servant, 

JOSEPH CORKY. 
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No. II. 


To the Bight Honourable the Lords Commusioners of the Admralti/, 
referred to in the foregoing Letter to Lord Hmkk. 


My Lords, 


Btf/ice Ulmdf River Sierra LeonCf Coatt Africoi 
Mai/ 1st, 1800*. 


That consideration winch has uniformly distinguished ynuv 
Lordships for the safe-guardianship of our commerce, and the 
property engaged in it, stimulates me to approach your Lordships 
w'ith some few observations on the present state of the African 
trade, and its dependencies. , 

My object is, to submit to your Lordships a statement of the 
British capital involved in that commerce, as exemplified by the 
present amount of export, diligently ascertained from the most 
authentic sources of intelligence, and to offer some brief remarks 
on its importance to the United Kingdom, and the necessity of 
a more adequate naval protection. 

In the first place, permit me to solicit your Lordships’ atten- 
tention to the estimate of annual expprt from the Windward 
Coast of Africa. (Vide page 54.) 

Your Lordships Avill perceive, that the amount of export onltf 
is here under review ; and I submit to your consideration the 
capital vested in the necessary shipping, also the property of 

S2 
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Britiili factors, resident on the Coast, and factories, belonging to 
merchants at home, which forms another article 6f great im- 
portance. ,1 

During the present war, from the Rio Noonez to the river 
Sierra Leone, 600 slaves, and more tlian the value of 100 slaves in 
craft, have fallen into the hands of the enemy ; which were forcibly 
seized upon the premises of factories, the property of British sub- 
jects, to the amount of 35,000/. at the computation of 50 each, 
valuing them upon an equitable average : moreovei, about one 
hundred resident free people have been involvg^ in this violence, 
of incalculable importance, and ground of indefinite claims from 
the natives. 

When your Lordships contemplate these facts, and the annual 
emolument derived from this commerce by the government, and 
a numerous body of merchants, it may be presumed that its mag- 
nitude is of sufficient consequence to justify the expense ot 
adequaie naval protecllon. ’ 

British subjects connected with, and lesident on, the Coasf ait 
consequently become deeply interested, and are earnestly solici- 
tous for an cxtcpriDu of your Lordships’ paternal care tou.iu!' 
their possessiohs/ The principal amount, as before shewn, iitt cs- 
sarily in the pro^fess of hnshicss, passes into currency tlirougli 
their bandrf,’ which, with the surplus property the} have in tlicii 
Stores, their buildings, and people, creates a momentous iisqiu 
which is exposed to the predatory lavages of piccaroon privateers, 
and to the liostile squadrons and depredations of the enemy. 

With all due retrospective reference to your Lordships’ vigi- 
lance and watchful guardianship over our commerce, 1 take tlit 
liberty to j-emind your Lordships, that only one sloop of vvai, the 
Arab, (the Favourite being taken) has been charged with the im- 
portant office ofdefeuding an extent of coast of upwards of 1000 
miles, against the sweeping hand of the enemy ; an example of 
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wliich has fatally occurred in the late destruction effected by 
Cominddftt4t*Herinitte*s squadron, to the tery'serious injury of 
many British merchants, and perhaps the ruin of many under- 
writers upon African risques. ^ 

From the apparent approaches the'te|li«t’ure appears to make 
towards an abolition of the slave trade, object* of considera- 
tion for-thc defence of th^ 'coast of Africa may have become of 
less comparative magnitude;' W' when upwards of one million in, 
exportfrom thence, and its enumerated appendages, are entangled, 
and at imminent hazard, an animated and impressive appeal is made 
your Lordships for evfery practicable security, while it remains in 
existence ; and to the legislative wisdom, for a remuneration 
commensurate thereto, in the event of its annihilation. 

Trusting that your Lordships will deign to recognire the impor- 
tance of this subject, and will vouchsafe to pardon my temerity 
in assuming to suggest to your Lordships’ wisdom the expediency 
of establisliing a more adequate and permanent naval force 
for the protection of the trade and coast of Aftica, I am. 

My Lords, 

Your Lojtlshipi)’ most obedient, 

devoted humble servant, 

JOSEPH COREY. 
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AV HEK thi foregoing narrative and observations were prepared 
for the press, the original minutes from whence the following 
AppcndilK is compiled, had not come to hand, as they remained 
M'ith a part of my papers, which I have since received from the 
coast of Africa. 

The substance of these miscellaneous fragments 1 shall divide 
into sections, descriptive of the different subjects to which they 
allude, and it may be found that they illustrate more fully many 
of the foregoing remarks upon the Windward Coast of Africa. 

; Section I. Of the Pnrrah. 

Among the ?in|'uUr customs of the inhabitants of Africa, there 
exists in the.TtCinity of the Sierra Leone, and more paiticulaily 
among the miiW tribes of the Foolahs, Soosees, Boolams, &c. 
an institutiOJii^ttf ^ religious and political nature. It ts a confe'- 
deration, by a' Solemn oath, and binds its members to inviolable 
secrecy not to discover its mysteries, and tonyield an inijdicit 
obedience to superiors, called by the natives the Purrah. 

As it is (iangetous to enquire from the natives, and consequent- 
ly difficult to procure information on this subject, conjecture 
must suj^ply the want of oral and ocular testimony ; but what 1 
have here advanced I had from an intelligent chief, who was a 
member of the society, who, I am nevertheless convinced, pre- 
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served hU integtity, in communicating the following particulars, 
as I never could induce him to touch upon any part of the 
mysteries, whicli he acknowledged to exijn:, hut spoke of them 
with the utmost reserve. . * 

The members of this secret tribunal are under the supreme 
control of a sovereign, wj^ose superior, or head man, commands 
by his council, absolute submission and authority from the subor- 
dinate councils and members. 

To be admitted into the confederacy it is necessary to he thirt} 
years of age ; and to be a member of the grand pun'ah, fift)' years ; 
and the oldest member of the subordinate pU7rahs form thoac of 
the sovereign purrahs. 

No candidate is admitted but at the recommendation and re- 
sponsibility of members, who imprecate his death, if he betrays 
fear dining his initiation into the ceremonies, or the sacred 
Aiystciies of the association; from which females arc entirely 
excluded. 

Some mouths elapse in the preparation for admission, and th* 
candidate passes througli the severest trials, in whicli every 
dreadful expedient is employed to ascertain his firmness of mind, 
and courage. , 

The candidate is conducted to a sacred wood,^^yhe^e|^ place is 
appointed for his habitation, from which he dares not absent him- 
self; if he does, he is immediately surrounded and struck dead. 
His food is supplied by meu masked, and he must observe an 
uniform silence. 

I'ircs, fluring the night, surround these woods, to preserve 
them iin iolatc from the uuhallowed steps of curiosity, into which 
if imiiscrction tempts any one to enter, a miserable exit is the 
result. 

When tl’.e trials arc all gone through, initiation follows : the can- 
didate is first sworn to secrecy, to execute implicitly the decrees 



of the pufrah of hts ordojff arifl to hfe* ilovoted^'to HMr^hhimatitls 
of the Awm/^« 

Pu ring the proeW^oi^l’l^jtiation, the hallowed woods resound 
with dread(5nl»howli«giiii i^irieks, and other horrid noises, accom- 
panied by conHagrationS^and flames. 

This secret and inquisitorial trihwndl takes cognizance of 
crimes and'delinqiienci^, more esp^ially witchcraft and mur- 
der ; and also operates 'ks a mediator in wars, ai)d dissentions 
among powerful tribes and chiefs. Its interference is generally 
attended with effect, more paiticularly “if accompanied by a 
threat of vengeance from the purrah; and a Suspension of hosti- 
lities is scrupulously observed, until it is detennined who is 
the aggressor ; while this investigation takes place by the sove- 
reign purrah, as many of the warriors are convoked, as tliey 
conceive necessary to enforce their judgment, which usually 
consigns the guilty to a pillage of some days. To execute the 
decree, they avail themselv’es of thc^ night to depait fioin the 
place where the sovereign purrah is assembled, pieviously 
disguising their persons with hideous objects, and diciding 
themselves into detachments, armed with torches and warlike 
weapons ; grrive at the village of the condemned, and pro- 
claim with tfetpeildous yells the decree of the sovereign purrah. 
The affrighted victims of superstition and iujusticc are cither 
murdered or made captives, and no longer form a people among 
the tribes. 

The produce' arising from this horrid and indiscriminate exe- 
,eution of the decrees of this tribunal is divided equally between 
‘the injured tribe, and the sovereign purrah; the latter share is 
kgaitf subdivided among the warriors employed in the execution 
of its diabolical decree, as a recompense for tl|eir zeal, obedience, 
and promptitude, 

Tlfb families of the tribes under the dominion of this infernal 
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confetlefacy, vlien they become objects of suspicion or rivalry, 
are subjected to immediate pillage, and if they resist, are drag- 
ged into tlieir secret recesses, where they^ are condemned, and 
consigned to oblivion. 

Its supreme authority is more immediately confined to the Sher- 
bro; and tlie natives rif the Bay of Siena Leone speak of it with 
reserve and dread : they consider the lirotherhood as having inter- 
course with the bad spirif, or devil, and that they are sorcerers, 
and invulnerable to human power. Of eourse the purrah encou- 
rages these superstitious prejudices, which establish their authority 
and respect, as the members are numerous, and are known to eaeb 
other by certain signs and expressions. The Mandingos liave 
also their sacred woods and mysteries, wdicre, by their clclusions 
and exorcisms, they prepare their children for circumcision. 

Tlic Soosees, inhabiting the borders of the Rio Pongo, have a 
species purrah, which gives its members great consequence 
among them ; but their ceremonies are kept also with inviolable 
Secrecy, and they are bound by horrid oaths and incantations. 
These peojilc seem to delight in disseminating improliable tales 
of their institution, and their invention appears to be exhausted 
in superstitious legends of its mysteries. , 

The 1'immanees have an inquisitorial institution called bunda, 
noticed in page 7-, to which women only are subjected. The 
season of penitence is superintended by an elderly woman, called 
hunda woman ; and fathers even consign lbeir w'ives and daughters 
to her investigation when they become objects of suspicion. Here 
is c.vtraeted from them an unreserved confcs.sion of every crime 
committed by themselves, or to which they Are privy in others. 
Upon their admission they are liesmeareil with white clay, which 
obliterates every trace of human appearance, and they are 
solemnly abjured to make an unequivocal cunfosbion ; which il not 
complied with, they arc threaieucd with death as the inevitable. 

T 
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consequence. The gcnml result i# « discovery «ff fact and 
falselioofl, in proportion as their fears of punishttiajStf are aroused, 
which ilie bundu wo makes known to tlie people’ who assemble 
ill the villag^jj^ town srbme the bunda is instituted. If she is 
satisfied with the confession, the individual is dismissed from the 
hvuda, and, as is noticed in Chapter Vll, ati act of oblivion is pas- 
sed relative to her former conduct ; but where the crime of witch- 
craft is included, slavery is uniformly tlie consequence: those 
accused as partners of her guilt are obliged to undergo the 
ordeal by red teulir, redeem themselves by slaves, or go into 
slavery themselves. ]' 

When the fnwda woman is dissatisfied with the confessions, she 
makes the object sit down, and after robbing poisonous leaves, 
procured for the purpose, between her hands, and infusing them 
ill water, she makes her drink in proportion to its strength. It 
natumlly occasions pain in the bowels, which is considered as 
an infallible evidence of guilt. Incantations and charms arc then 
i^esorted to by the bunda woman, to ascertain wliat the concealed 
crime is, and after a decent period employed in this butfoonery, 
the chaigqs are -J^rought iu conformity with the imagination or 
malignity of fchil priestess of mjstci} and iniquity. 

During thn enhtittuance of this engine of avaiice, oppression, 
and fraud in nay town, the chiefs cause their great drum and 
otiicr instruments of music to be continually in action, and every 
appearance of festive hilarity pervades among the inlubitants, 
accompanied by the song and the dance. 

Contumacy, pr a refusal to confess, is invariably followed 
by dca^i. 

In short, the bewildered natives feel the effects, and dread the 
power of these extraordinary institutions ; they know they exist, 
but their, (jeliberations and mystcrits arc impenetrably concealed 
from them*; and the objects of their vengeance are in total 
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ignoraiic<y 'l^^i.t!ic Annihilating a^bke'oif death t^ininates their 
nidrtal caicb'ir.iV ^ ■''• 

' It is impossible to contemplate the i^^ious institutions, and 
superstitious customs of the western I^Ms of north of 

the equator, without closely assimila^l' them with those of 
Ethiopia and Egypt; |tid from hence to infer that a 'correspon- 
dence has existed between ine eastern and western inhabitants 

‘'N/ ; • ' ' ''i' 

of this great continent. ‘ 
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. SECTION 11. 


Of the Termite, Termes, or Bug a Bug, us it is tilled by the Natkis 
upon the Windward Coast of Africa. 


Among the insects mentioned in page Sl6,'*t^e termite, termes, or 
bug a bug, attracts peculiar notice. The following observations 
are derived from the investigations I occasionally made upon the 
Island of Tasso, attached to Bauce Island, where they abound, 
and indeed in nearly all the western countries of Africa. 

The oecononiy of nature, and the wisdom of Providence, are 
wonderfully displayed in these little animals; for although they 
occasion the utmost devastation to buildings, utensils, and all 
kinds of household furniture and merchandize, and indeed every 
thing except metal and stone, yet they answer highly important 
purposes in . demolishing the immense quantity of putrid sub- 
stances, whJiebMo'ad the earth in tropical climates. 

Their astonishing peculiarities cannot fail to excite the notice 
of an attentive observer,; . the sagacity and ingenuity they display 
in their buildings, their industry, and the plunder and devasta- 
tion they commit, is incredible to those. who, have not witnessed 
their communiti|M and empires. They arc divided into innume- 
rable societi^, a|td acknowledge a king and queen, the former 
of which draffight to Europe, but the latter was by, accident mis- 
laid at ^a.^Linnams denominates the African Termes, 

and describes it, as the plague of the Indies. Every community, 
as 1 have obseryejd, has a king and queen, and the monarchy, if 
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I may be allowed the expression, forms three distinct nruers 
of insects, in three states of existence; of every species ibcic 
are likewise three orders, which differ very essentially in ihc 
functions they have to perform, and are in appearance very 
different. 

In their primitive state, they arc perfectly white;; they have 
six little feet, three on each side, and a small head, in which I 
could perceive no eyes, aTter a minute investigation with a 
nucroscope. In this state they supply the community with pro- 
visions from subterraneous cavities, fabricate tlnir pyramidical 
buildings, and may with great propriety be called labourers. 

In a few weeks they destroy the largest trunks of trees, carry 
away all descriptions of putrid substances, ami particles of vege- 
table decay, which, in such a climate as Africa, amply compen- 
sates for the ruin tvhich they otherwise occasion. 

Their buildings are contrived and finished with great inge- 
nuity and solidity, to aniagnitude infinitely beyonri the erections 
of man, when a comparative dimension of size is considered. 

Tliey arc usually termed hills, and are generally in a conical 
form, from lo to feet in perpendicular height, aucl fVccjuently 
upwards of 100 feet siiuarc in the base. '* 

Tor a considerable period, vegetation is Imnished from tlu* 
surface of their abode, hut from the second to the third year, it 
becomes like the surrounding soil. The exterior forms a crust, 
which shelters the interior from the weather, ami the commumty 
from the atfacks of enemies. The inferior is divided into almost 
innumerable chamhers or .ipartineut.s, with amazing reguiui ity 
and contrivance; in the centre of which is the royal icsidcncc 
of the king and queen, composed of solid clay, closely comjrac ted, 
and distinct from the external habitations, which accommodate 
their subjects. It ajjpcais that the royal erection is the first 
which occupies the attention of the labourers, as it is central in 
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the foiuidation of the hill which ctunpoies thc^ at‘’largf 
This makes its iiwt ■appearance above the 8Uiface‘0i0|^* ^rth in 
varioiis turrets, in of a sugar loaf, fr<»ni’ which they 

inc) ( ase their ^number, t^idewing them from the base ; the middle 
one is the highfest alul largdt, and they |iU up the spaces as they 
proceed, tthm the whole » formed 

This compact construction is adttlif'ji.bty adapted to guard 
against external violence, and to prelWve a j^fenial warmth and 
moisture to cherish the hatching of the eggs, and the )oung. 

The ijueen is by far the largest, and has an unwieldy body, of 
(uormous dimensions, when compared with her subjects; so also 
is ibc king, but inferior in size to the queen. 

The ro}al jesidenre is a full constructed liill, surrounded hy 
an innumerable nutiil)er of others, dificiing in shape and dinu-n- 
sions, aiched u various forms, (tienlar, and elliptical, wliub 
contmunicate by passages, occupied by guards and attendants, 
and surrounded by nurseries and magazines. But when the 
community is in an infant stite, these are contiguous to the lojal 
residence; and in proportion as the si/c of the ([ueen mereasts, 
her iliamber is enlarged, and her altcndaiits and apartineuli 
midiiplied. 

The constrUctioo of the outward apartments which surround 
the (entral royal residence, that of the common father and mother 
of the conimnnity, foim an intricate labjiinth of miiserres and 
magazines, sepaiatetl by chambers and galleries, communieating 
witli each other, anti eoutrmiingtow'anls the surface of the p}ia- 
mid ; and ^mg arched, they support each other, and are uui> 
forinly I^Kr towards the centre. 

The ^Pmd oidei of tcrmcs arc like the first, blind and active 
but thej nrnleigu a change of fonn, approaching to the pcri'cct 
state; the\ aic mud. l.irgei, and increase from about a (jii. 'cr 
of aiv inch in length to half an inch, and greater in bui and 
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what is still tnore Tetaaikable, the luouth is atmed with sliar^j 
cJaipj, the head is di^roportiomh)/ enhT^ed Ihcr my 
properly be called the nurses and; w|jprior9 of the king<lon) ; they 
urge their fellow subjects , in tfl^gfShjr state to labour, tl)cy 
inspect the construction of the int^j*ioT apartments repel all at- 
ta( ks from enemies* and.i^eyour thedi with fury ; and may be 
considered as the standing army of the state. , 

In the thirtl smd last stage, they are winged; thclf bodies then 
measure idmut T-Hths of an inch in length, furnished with four 
brownish transpareiit wings, rather large ; they have eyes also 
of a disproportionate size, visible to the observer. When tliey 
make their appearance in this state, it is indicative of the ap- 
proach of the rainy season. At this period they procreate their 
s])ccics. 

They seldom wait before they take Ming for a second or third 
shower; and should the rain happen in the night, the cjuantiticft of 
them which are found the next morning ujion the surlaee of tlie 
earth, and on the waters, more particularly upon the latter, are 
astouhhiiig. The term of existence at this stage is extremely 
short, and tre.tiueutly on the folloiving morning after they have 
taken fliiiht, they are surprisingly weakened and decreased ; at 
the utmost 1 do not think they live more than two days; aud these 
insects, so iiuhisriioiis, courageous, and destructive in the two 
lirst |)i i iods of their existence, become the prey of immmcrahle 
enemies. Indolent, and incapable of resisting the smallest in.sccts, 
they are hunted by variou.s species from place to place, and not 
one pair in niiliion.' get into a place of safety, to fulfil the lat»s ot 
nature and propagation. 

Their wings in a short time fall from them, and the ponds and 
brooks are covered with their carcases, , The Negroes in many 
places colleet them mi their calabashes, dry (hem, and fry them 
on a slow fire, whicl. they con.sideras a delicious morsel. 

A few, however, ocape the g^enerai dissofulion, several pairs of 
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them are iound by those of the first genus, as tliey are contiiiU" 
ally moving over the surface of tlie earth, and are earried by them 
to found new kingdoms and comnuinilies The royal mansion is 
tlien erected, as before described, their wings fall off, and they 
jtass the remainder of their existence in indolence and luxury, 
and in the propagation of their species. Their dimensions now 
undergo a monstrous change, more especially the queen ; her 
abdomen augments hy degrees, and increases to a prodigious 
.size, when compared with her two first stages of existence; and 
tile king, although greatly augmented; yet is diminutive com- 
pared to his enormous spouse, who sometimes exceeds three 
inehc.s in length. She is in this state extremely prolific, and tlic 
matri.x is almost perpetually yielding eggs, which are taken 
from her hy hei attendants, and are carried into the adjoining 
nurseries. 

Ti e foregoing is a very imperfect delineation of this wonder- 
ful insect, which reipiires the minutest description hy an expe- 
rienced anil scientific naturalist to illuslralc (dearly ; and there 
arc many secrets in the nalural history of this little animal tliat 
would amply reward his investigation upon the dill’ercnt ein nin- 
staiiees attending its exisreiiec. 

Tiiose that Imild in trees, or erect pyramids, liave a strong 
reseinblantc to each other, and jiass tliroiigli tin: same stages to 
the winged state, hut they are. not of so large a size as the fore- 
going; aud it is a very singular eircumstaiiee, that of all thc.se, 
different species, neither the labourers nor soldiers expose them- 
selves to the open air, hut travel in subterraneous vaults, uide.s.': 
when they are obstructed and impelled by necessity ; aud when 
their cow^-d ways and habitations are destroyial, it is wonderrul 
how qigBR}' they will rebuild them. 1 have frecjuently destroyed 
them ni ti e evening, and have found them le-ercctcd on the 
following morning. 

M lieu a pair, iu the perfect state, is rescued from the general 
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devastation nliicli attends these little animals, they aie hy il.r 
two first species elected king and qncea, and are ineln^yd in a 
chamber, as before described, around which a new empire i 
formed, and pyramids are erected. 

That species whieli l)iiil(ls in trees, t’re(|uei)tly cslahiish their , 
abode in houses als(', which in time they will entirely destroy, it 
not extirp.ited. The large kind, however, are more destnierive, 
and more dilfieiilt to guard against, as their a])])ioaehe‘. are [)rin- 
cipally made under-ground, and helow tlie fouiuhition ; they rise, 
either in tlte tloors, or under the posts, whieli in Aiiiean build- 
ings support the roof, and as they proceed, they ton; ('a\ iiiis 
towaifis the top, similar to the holes bored in the bottom of mips 
by the worms, whieli a]'|t(‘:ir to answer the same purpose in 
water as the trrinitcs do upon land. How eoiuineing is this fact 
of the inlinitcly " ise arrangements of the Creator, who has uiiiie/l, 
in the whole system of creation, one luiiform conformation of 
Older and utility; for although the mv«w, or worm, which is .so 
pernicious to shipping iu tropicarelimate.s, and the termUc, pos- 
sess HO mail} destructive {|ualities, yet these \ery propet tie^ serve 
the most important purposes and designs. Scarcely any lliintr 
nerlsliahle on land escapes the tirmilc, or in water, the worm , 
and it i.s from tlieiiec evident, that lliesc animals arc dc.sigiicd by 
nature to rid both of incumbrances, which in tropical climatc.'- 
would he attended with putrefaction and disease. 

'fhe (list object uliich strikes the attention, and excites ad- 
miratioii, upon opening and investigating the hills of the (ernnfes, 
is, tire conduct of the armed species, oi soldiers ; when a breach 
IS nude by a pick-axe, or hoe, they iuslantaneously sally lortii in 
small parties round the breach, as il‘ to oppose the enemy, or to 
examine the natme of the attack, and the numbers increase to 
an incredible degree as long as it continues ; parties jre(|neutly 
return as /f to give the alarm to the mIjoIc community, and then 

I' 
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nisrt'i forth again with astonishing fury. At this period they are 
replete witii rage, and raalce a noise which is very distinguish- 
able, and is similar to the ticking of a watch ; if auy object now 
conies in contact with them, they seize it, and never quit their 
hold until they are literally torn in pieces. When the violence 
against their habitation ceases, they retire into their nests, as if 
nothing had happened, and the observer will instantaneously 
perceive the labourers at work, with a burthen of mortar in their 
mouths, which they stick upon, the breach with wonderful facility 
and quickness; and although thousands and millions are em- 
ployed, yet they never embarrass the proceedings of each other, 
but gradually fill up the chasm. While the labourers are thus 
employed, the greatest part of the soldiers retire, a few only 
being discernible, who evidently act as overseers, and at inter- 
vals of about a minute, make the vibrating noise before described, 
which is immediately answered by an universal hiss from the 
labourers, and at this signal they redouble their exertions with 
encreased activity. 

In minutely examining these hills, great obstacle.s present 
themselv(s to the observer; the apartments and nurseries which 
surround the royal habitation, and the whole internal fabric, are 
formed of moist brittle clay, and are so closely connected, that 
they can oi.ly be examined separately, for having a geometrical 
dependauce upon each other, the demolition of one pulls down 
more; patience is therefore exhausted in the investigation, and 
it is impossible to proceed without interruption ; for while the 
soldiers are employed in defending the breath, the labourers are 
engaged in barricading the different galleries and passages to- 
wards the royal chamber. In one apartment which I dug out 
from a bill, I was forcibly struck with their attachment and alle- 
giance to their sovereigns; and as it is capacious enough to hold a 
great number of attendants, of which it has a constant supply, I 
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had a fair opportunity offered for experiment. I secured it in a 
small box; and these faithful creatores never .abandoned their 
charge; they were continually running about their king and 
queen, stopping at every circuit, as if to .administer to them, and 
to receive their commands. 

Upon exposing their different avenues and-^ chambers for a 
night only, before the next morning, provided the king and 
queen are preserved, and their apartments remain, it will be 
found that they are all shut up with a thin covering of clay, and 
every interstice in the ruins, through which cither cold or wet 
could communicate, filled up, which is continued with unremit- 
ting industry uutil the building is restored to its pristine state. 

Besides these species, there are also the marching termites, of 
an encreased size, who make excursions in large bodies, and 
spread devastation in their way ; but as my means of observation 
upon them was only accidental, it will be intruding an imperfect 
description to notice them at all ; but if w'e form a conclusion 
'from the immense number of termites which everywhere abound 
in Africa, we shall be tempted to believe that their procreation 
is endless and unceasing. 

When the papers came to hand which contained tire substance 
of tlrese remarks upon this extraordinary insect, I did not intend 
to annex them to the Observations on the Windward Coast of 
'Africa, nor am I without some doubt as. to the propriety of so 
doing ; the observation of the learned naturalist only can ascer- 
tain the osconomy of the termite, or bug a bug, and I have there- 
fore to apologize for obtruding these imperfect and general 
icmarks. ' . 
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SECTION m. 

Of the Camekon. 

T 11 E campleon is a native of the torrid zone, and is a genus ot 
the lizard ; the faculty of assuming the colour of every object it 
approaches is ascribed to it, and other singular properties ; but 
theie are many rare phoEnomcna not so well understood, such as 
its absorption and expulsion of air at pleasure, its property of 
living a considerable time without any kind of nourishment, and 
its extraordinary visual advantages, which are perhaps not to be 
found in an^ other of the wonderful woiks of the creation. 

1 have made various experiments to ascertain these extraoidi- 
nary properties in this little animal ; and I brought home one in a . 
preserved state. 

The first olijcct which struck my attention, was the variation 
of colour ; and I am persuaded that it does not assume these 
from the surrounding objects, but that they proceed from intei- 
nal sensations of pain, or otherwise. 

From the moment that the liberty of iny captive was infringed . 
upon, or when intenupted in its pursuits, it became less sensible 
of external objects, the vivacity of its colour, and the plump- 
ness underwent a visible change. Its natural colour 

is a beautiful green; and when in a state of liberty it is to be 
found in the glass, or lodged on the branches of some tree, orna- 
mented with the gayest foiiage ; and it M'ould appear that its 
libtitv, and the privilege of living in the grass, are indispensible 
towards the preservation of its qualities. 



APPENDIX. 


The colour of its skin, in a perfect state of health, is scarcely 
discernible from the trees and grass, in which it delights to con- 
ceal itself, and is not to be discovered at all without a very 
minute scrutiny. It remains immoveable for a length of time, 
aiiil its motions are all cautious and slow, continuing to loll out 
its totigue, which is long and glutinous, in order to secure the 
little insects that are necessary to its nourishment; and I doubt 
not but it has an attractive intinence over its prey, for 1 have 
observed them continually floating arOund the camcleon, when 
scarcely discernible in any other space. When the tongue is 
covered with a suflicieiit quantity it draws it in instantaneously, 
and by incessant iy repeating the operation, all the insects within 
its reach are taken in the snare, 

'i hat its health and existence depend upon being in the grass, 
I am persuaded, from the change occasioned by placing it in 
gravel or auud, when it immediately assumes a yellow tinge, its 
form is reduced considerably, and the air expelled, with which 
the body of this animal is inflated, so as visibly to reduce the 
siiC. If they are irritated in this situation, they expell the air 
so strong as even to be heard, gradually decreasing in size, and 
becoming more dull in colour, until at length tliey are almost 
buck ; but upon being carried into the grass, or placed on tl;e 
branches of a tree, they quickly assume their wonted solidity 
and appearance. 

Tlie victims of my observation I have frequently wrapped in 
cloth of various colours, and have left them for a considerabte 
time, but when I visited them I did not find that they partook 
of any of the colours, but uniformly were of a tarnished ycllorv, 
01 greyish black, the colours they always assume when in a state 
ol -Miffering and distress, and I never could succeed in making 
them take any other when in a situation of eonstramt 

Tiie skin of the camelcon is of a very soft and delicate texture, 



APPENDIX. 


aniii appears to the observer similar to a shagreen skin, clastic and 
])liable it may be owing to this extraordinary crtnstrnctiou 
that it changes ita^'colours and size with that facility which 
astonishes us; but what nsay be considered as a more wonderful 
faculty is, its,expanding and contracting itsel|^ at pleasure, aird, 
as it weie, retaining the fluid in an uniform tnanner, when in 
health, hut ex-balitfg it when in a state of suffering, so as to re- 
duce its dimensions to a more contracted size. Its peculiar 
organization is such, that the atnaospheric air which it inhales so 
generally throughout every part of its body, distends and projects 
even its eyes and extremities. 1 have frequently seen it after 
many days fasting become suddenly plump, and continue so for 
a fortnight, when immediately it became nothing but a skeleton 
of skin and bone. 

The tenuity of its body is at these seasons astonishing, the 
spine of its back becomes pointed, the flesh of its sides adhere 
to each other, and- apparently form one united suhsance, when 
it will, in a few hours, at pleasure, resume its rotund state ; and 
this appears to me td be a most extraordinary circumstance in 
the construction of this animal, which invites the minutest 
research of the naturalist. 

To convince myselfhow far the assertion miffht be admitted, 
that the cameleon can exist upon air, I have placed them in a 
cage, so constructed, as to exclude any thing else, even the 
minutest insect; when I have visited my captivcsj they have 
opened their mouths and expelled the air towanls me so as to be 
felt and heard. In the first stage of their privation and impri- 
sonment, which has continued for more than a monti), I have 
found them in continual motion around their prison, but after- 
wards their excursions became more circumscribed, and they 
have sunk to the bottom, when their powers of distension and 
contraction became languid and decreased, and were never again 
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capable of performing their accustomed transformation. The 
one wbicbjl brought to England preserved in spirits, aiier under- 
going Up^rds of two months of famine, when i carried it among 
the grass, or placed it in the thick ,foiia|{e of a tree, in little more 
than a week regained its green colour, and ponder of expansion ; 
but liot cuntente<iVith my experiment, and determined to ascer- 
tain it to the htfiost, I redoubled my precautions to exclude 
every thing but air, and my devote4 victinr was doomed to 
another series of trial, and continued to exist upwards of a month, 
when it fell a sacriflee to my curiosity. 

The eyes of the cameleon may also be considered a remarkable 
singularity; they are covered with a thin membrane, which 
nature has given it to supply the #ant of eye-lids, and this inem- 
braue is sunk in the centre by a lengthened hole, which forms 
an orifice, bordered by a shitting circle. This covering follows 
all the motions of the eye so perfectly, that they appear to be 
one and the same ; and the aperture, or lengthened hole, is al- 
ways central to the pupil, the eyes moving, in every direction, 
iudepcTidaiit of each other; one eye will be in motion while the 
. other is fixed, one looking bebiiid while the other is looking 
before, and another directed above while its compauiou is fixed 
on the earth, so that its eye.s move in every possible direction,, 
independant of each other, without moving the head, which is 
closely compacted with the shoulders. 

Ey these quick evolutions its personal safety is guarded, and it 
perceives with quickness the insects and flies, which it is always 
entrapping by its glutinous tongue. 

Without doubt, this: species of lizard possesses peculiarities 
well worthy the attentipn of naturalists, who only can define 
them ; what I have said I have observed in my leisure moments, 
and must be considered as a very imperfect detail of its natural 
history. , ^ 
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SECTION IV. 

Of th<i lut^ment of the Dead. 

The cei’emony of burial upon the Windward Coast of Africa 
is o<^da.cted >yitli great singularity, solemnity, and extravagant 
cifculnstafaccs uf condolence. 

, The body of the deceased is wrapped up in a cloth, closely 
sewed around it, and the head is covered with a white cap of 
cotton, which is the colour universally ado])ted in mourning. 
The relatives of the deceased bedaub themselves from bead to 
foot with white clay, upon which they form the most disgusting 
figures, while scarcely a leg or an arm exhibits tlie same feature. 

I have even seen serpents and other frightful animals delineated 
with great accur.acy on many parts of the body, which gives them ' 
a most hideous appearance during the seatson of mourning. 

When the corps has been washed, and put into a white doth of 
cotton, of the manufacture of the couutfy, the whole is inclosed 
in a mat, and laid out in state. 

The corps, is placed over the grave upon four sticks Across, and 
after on«|||^he nearest relatives has collecte<l all the hnery 
' with whiSIPie deceased was accustomed to decorate himself, 
and that also which remains among ,lus family,* he asks him, with 
expressions of sorrow, if be wants such and such an article for 
his coiribrt in the other world, in which he is accompanied hy 
the remainder of his family and friends, who jmp ih wwA/wg c;y, 
or more properly speaking, in dancing and rejoicing. The 
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following night the dance and song is continued with demonstra- 
tiojja of ^irth and glee, and are kept u^) every successive night 
during that moon; and if the deeeased has1)een of consequence 
in his tribe, these extravagant Acts of lamentation continue lor 
nionthe together. , 

On the AmmdmientSt Musical Instruments, iff the Africans. 

Upon all occasions of mirth cfr sorrow, the dance is uniformly 
introduced, with monotonous songs, sometimes tender and agree- 
able, at other times savage and ferocious, hut always accompa- 
nied by a slow movement ; and it may with pro]>ricty be said, 
that all the nights in Africa are^spent in dancing ; for after the 
setting of the sun, every village i^esouuds with aongs, and music ; 
and I have often listened to them with attention and pleasure, 
during the tranquil evenings of the dry season. 

Villages a league distant from each other frequently perform 
the same song, and' alternately change it, for hours together. 
While this harmonic correspondence continues, and the iafaafei- 
tauts of the neighbouring villages chhtint their couplets, the 
youth of both sexes listen with the greatest attention and 
pleasure. V ’ ’ ‘ ' 

Among the several kinds of instruments of music which ac- 
compteny the ceremonies of mourning ormirth among the Afri- 
cans, the drum is the principal. It is made fiom a har<l thin wood, 
about three feet long, which is covered with a skin distended to 
tlie utmost. They strike it with the lingcis of the liglit hand 
collected together, which serves to beat time in all llieii dances. 
Among the I oulahs and Soosccs they have a kind of (lute, made 
of a hard reed, which produces sounds lioth uiirauaieal and harsh : 
but all the Africans of the W'^indward district arc (he most barba- 
rous musicians that can be conceived. 

They have also a kind of guitar, formed from the calabash, 

X 



m 


APPENDIX. 


wilieh tSiey call kikra. Some of these are of an enormous size, 
and the musician performs i upon it by placiftg himselt i^ ,thc 
ground, and putting Ue kilara between his thighs; he'imifortni 
on it with both his hands, in a ml|pner similar to the playing on 
the harp in this QOUntry. 

Tliey have another instrument of a very Complicated Con- 
struction, about two feet deep, foW feet long, and eighteen inches 
wide, which they call balq/hu. It is constructed by parallel inter- 
vals, covered with bits of hard polished wood, so as to give each 
a dilferent ^one, and are connected by cords of catgut fastened 
at each -extremity of the instrument. The musician strikes these 
pieces of wood with knobbed sticks covered with skin, which pro- 
rlupes ftmost detestable jargon of confused holse. 

jugglers and budbons are vtfy common, and arc the constant 
attendants of the courts of Ne^ kings arid ^i^^nces, upon whom 
they lavish the most extravagant eulogiuni'|,’a6d abject flattery. 
These jesters arc' also the panders of con^cdpiscense ; they are 
astrologers, musicians, and poett, and arc well received every 
where, and live by pnltllc contribution, 
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SECTION V. 

Colluding Observation!!* 

It has already been observed that cotton and indigo arc indige- 
nous to the Windward Coast of Africa. Tobacco gi^vs in every 
direction, likewiseicocoa, coffee, and arOn)ati0 {tlants would no 
doubt succeed by cultivation. A trade btt ftw hides niigljil, be 
carried on to a great extent; and the articles of wax, gdld, 
ivory, emery, dyes, &c. might be greatly increased, ^ubs^ces 
for making soap ate to be found in great abundance ; cattle^ 
poultry, different kinds of game, fish, and various animals, fruits,' ' 
and roots, abound,’ affording a great variety of the neoectMTifOi 
and luxuries of life : and European art and industry are /only 
wanting to introduce the extensive culture of the sugar cane. 
The warmth and nature of the climate are peculiarly adapted to 
the maturing this plant, and there are many situations from Cape 
Verde to Cape Palmas, where this valuable production might 
undoubtedly be raised to great amount and perfection. 

In addition to the woods I have already named, there arc 
many others for building, viz. iodsot w&rmore, and a fine yellow 
wood, called harzilla, the black and the leldte mangrove, boxwood 
of a superior quality, conta, a remarkable fine wood for building, 
and various kinds of mahogany, qf a beautiful colour, and large 
dimensions. 

It has also been observed in the previous section, that one of 
the musical instruments used by the Africans of the Windward 

X2 



APPENDIX 


156 

Coj(st,,^||||imed by them hilara, is formed from the'csaja^tsb, & 
pumpkin which grows from the size of a goblet’^to of a 
moderaite sized tab, and aerrcs every purpose almost, pf hous-^- 
hold utensils. , 

They divides pumpkin into two hemispheres, with the 
utmost accar^!^,' and it is excavated by poutii|^ boiling v^r 
inside, to soften the pulp. The inside is cleanei witli great niiat- 
ness, and they execute upon the outside various designs and 
paintings, both fanciful and .eccentric, such as birds, beasts, ser- 
pents, alligators, 

In fine, tbe objects of cojnmerce and enjoyment in this coun- 
try arc, oonipaiiti'{^ely speaking, inexhaustible; and this is a part 
of the M'orld which England has hitherto strangely neglected, 
because its mysteries arc unknown. It only requires the happy 
influence of civilization, agriculture, and natural commerce,' to 
surprize and enrich those, who humanely and wisely interfere to 
procure these blessings to its inhabitants* 

Tbd system of establishment to attain these important ends to 
our commerce, and to the bewildered African, should be skilfully 
planned, and wisely adapted to the present condition of the coun- 
try, for the hasty conclusion of the abolijtion of the slave trade never 
can, in its present state, meet th^ views :^d objects of rational 
humanity. Is the United Kingdom, at this crisis, M'hcn the enor- 
mous power of OUT adversary has shut the door of commerce 
against us in every- direction where his influence and dictates 
command, to abandon Africa, so abundant and versatile in its 
natural productions and resources, to contingencies, and to the 
grasp of other nations ? Forbid it, huraauity, and forbid it, w ise 
policy^ Let civil laws, religion, and morality, exercise their 
influence in behalf of the Negro race, whom barbarism has sub- 
jected to our dominion, and let the beneficence and wisdom of 
Government devise a system of agriculture and commercial 
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operation, upon tlie maritime situations of Africa, as the most 
effectual means to freedom of intercourse with its interior. " 
The operations of impracticable theories. and misguided zeal- 
have accomplished an unqualified abolition of the slaV'eJa’ade, 
which I am persuaded will be hiflily injurious to the commercial 
and manufacturing interests of our country ; 'l^pd is a measure 
which humanity will have deeply to deplore, vl^e in its ten- 
dency it is pernicious to the African, and auspicious to the views 
of France. 

Without doubt the ability and energies of the present admini- 
stration will he directed to avert these calamities ; and amidst the 
important diliberations which now occupy their attention, the con- 
dition of Africa, the wealtli derivable from SO important a quarter 
of the earth, and the relations involved with it, will uot he over- 
looked by til cm. 
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A VOCABULARY 
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LANGUAGE OF THE PRINCIPAL NATIONS OF THE 
WINDWARD COAST OF AI RICA. 


English. 

JOLLirr. 

SoOftEE. 

Timmanee. 

)ne 

Ben . 

Firing 

1 Pm 

'wo , . • 

Yar . . 

Faring . • 

Prung 

'll roc 

Niet 

Shocking • • 

Titas 

V)ur . . • 

IsUandt . , 

Nan . , 

Pintee 

ive * 

1 Gurum , * 

Shooli • • 

Tomit 

ix • . • 

On rum hen 

Shink » 

Rohm 

ieven 

Gurum yar 

SItulifiring 

Dayring 

jght 

(riinun Niet , . 

Shuiimasliukung * 

Daysas 

'Jilie 

Gurum Nknt • 

SImlifnang . 

Daynga 

'on . . • 

I'ue , 

Fovaug . 

Tofot 

'wciity 

mil . - 

Mawhinia « # 

Tofot Marung 

’hirly 

Farmer , , 

Tongaskuking 

Tojot Masas 

. ... 

Nianeft Fne 

Tonganani . 

To)ot Manlu 

•'ifty 

Giiaum Fue « 

Tongashulang 

Tofot Tomat 

iixty . 

OunimbenFue * 

Totf^gashiiu 

Tofot Rokin 

jevcnfy • 

Camn yar Fue 

Tongadufifnng 

Tofot Dayring 

■:igbty 

Gurum Niet Fue 

* TongaduUmaskakung 

Tofot Day ms 

>iitofy . . ♦ 

Gurum Niunet Fue 

TorigashuUmanline 

Tofot Danygah 

_)nc Hun(ircd . 

Temcr 

Kimi . 

Tofot Tofot 



Emtang 

Fto or Munga 

I'ljou . • 

• • • 

Etang 

Moola or Moouga 

Ic . - 

1 

Atang 

Otto or Ken 

■>lie 

• • • 

Atang ♦ 

Otto or Ken 

X , » • * 

• * * 

Atang . 

liee 

>Ve . 

• * * 

Mackutang 

Sitta or Shang 

fe ... 

» . • • 

Wotang 

Angsha 

I'hcy . 

• • • ! 

Etang . f . 

Angna 

3o(i . • • 

Mah 



Ihe Devil . « 

Ohiri . • 



ilcuvea 

Amihan • • 
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EnW^;“ 

>'■ 

Jotun. 

‘ ' r 

Soosu. 


The Sun < . ^ 

Burhim Mfara 

ShugC t 

Teefee' -t 

The hloou 

Durham S(^arti Lion 

Kige . , 

Km ^ 

Gold « « 

Ourous 

V 

Sahoo 

Father * * 

Bail 

fa/e ' . 

Fa ‘ 

My Father , : * 

^umma Bail 

• • a 


Mother , * 

De 

Inga . ^ . 


My Mother 

Satntna Dc 



Man * , 

Gour , , 

• • « t 

Mo or Fato 

Woman 

Digutn 

« • • 

Moos(a 

Brother . ^ 

Rak Gour 

Tarahmijia 

Ba Ding Kea 

Aly Brother , . 

Sut^ma Rak Gour 

• • « . . 


Sister .. , 

SMDi^uen 

Maginc 

Ba Ding Moosk 

My Sister 

Samfnti Rak Diguen 

i 

. ‘ » 1 


Head - , 

Sop , 

Hung liungji 

Roon 

My Head ' . • 

Samma Bop • . 

, . • 


Tongue 

Laniin 

Hing Ningje 

Ning * 

Mouth 

Gutmia * . , 

Di . 4 

Da 

Nose 

Bauane * • 

Nim 

Nmig 

Bread 0 0 

Bourou * , 

• • • 

Munko 

Water • 

Dock . * 

^ • 

Gee 

Teeth , . . 

Guene , • 

• • • 


Bowels 

Boutlict 

• » » • 


Belly 

Birr 

* • ♦ * 

Kono ► 

Fingers 

Baram 

* • . • * 

Boalla Rondhig 

Arm 

Loko6 

• ♦ • 

Boulla, Same for hand* 

Hair 

Cayor 

• • • a 


The Beard 

Jckim 

Habc dc Habc 

Bora 

White 

Toulha i 

Fihe 

Qui 

Black 

Jolof 

Foro , 

Fing 

Good 4 • 

Bachna 

Fung 

Bcttic 

Bad 

Bailout 0 • 

Niaak 

Jou 
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Engusii. ' 

SOOSEE. 

Englisit. 

SOOSEK* 

^ Elephant 

Sili 

Which way are youj 


Cumelion • ... 

Kolungji , , 

going? 

Esigama mmg iirdra 

Horso G 4 

Shoe * 

To trade . 

Sera Shaft 

Cow • • 

Ninkgegine 

Make haste 

Ard baft mqfuri 

Goat . * 

Shee . * 1 

To Kill . . ■ 

Fuka ft 

Sheep 

Jvhi , 

To Quarrel 

Geri shaft 

Leopard 

Shuko ik 

To Sing 

Shige shdfc 

Alligator 

Skongc . . 

To beat the drum . 

Fare mohafe 

Parrot . . 

Kallc 

Have you done ? 

Ebanta gei 9 

Shark . . • 

Sark 

Are you afraid ? 

Egahama f 

Honey 

Kume 

He is not yet gone . 

A mh sending ' 

White ant, termite, &c. 
(or Bug a bug) . . 

Bugdbuge 

Stand still ' • 

Run 

Tifc ira iara 

Gecjl 

The Sea i 

Baa 4 . 

Leap, or Jump 

Tuhnngfs 

Eaith . • ; 

Bohe 4 , 

Have you slept well ? 

Ehto keefang f 

Knife « • 

Fine . 

Do you understand 1 

Esim whi mpnaf 

Shirt ♦ 

Doma . ♦ 

Soosee ? • 

Trowsers . 

jynngtanji • 

I am hungry . . 

Kaamc cm shukumst 

Brass pah 

Tang he . 

Eat 

Dong 

House 

Banhhi « 

Let us go 

Waem hasiga 

I)oor . 

Di nadi 

Will you go'wilh rae ? 

F^sigma m fokhen 

Day . . • 

HI ... 

I have no money 

N/ifufi muna embe 

Kight V . 

Que 

^low much do you want? 

£' wjflma krekong 

Health 

Maic langfe ♦ * 

iSit down 

Dokha 

Sickness • 

Fvra . « 

How do you do f . . 

E'mutigkee^ ^ 

Pam 

JVJmdij Whonafe • 

Very well 

Em melang hekefang 

Love 

IVkuli 

Give me some rice ? . 

Milungduiidmdfcmma 

Hatred . » 

JSihahi 

Hei’e . • 

Be 

Road 

Kird • 

What is your name f 

EUll tnmgkee? 

Idle . * ' * 

Kobi 

I love you 

Ffangk emma 

Hot . . * 

> Funjunk < 

If you want rice I will *1 

Haewama mdlunghong 

Cold . * . 

liimbdi 

give you some . i 

mindafumama 

Wlmt are you doing f . 

Emmgske rafalamaf 

Let us go together . 

Mcekiijirifig ha sign 

Tornado • 

' Tultakbcgk 





VOCABULARY. 


i6s 


Ekolish* 

JoLiirr* 

Ekglisu, 

JoLiipr. 

Goat . , 

Phas 

She is remarkably hand- 1 

Santa rafitnaM 

Sheep 

Zedre 

. some , J 

Wolf 

Bouki 

Good day 

Dhiarakio 

Elephant 

Gvii 

Good day Sir . . 

Dhiarakio^Samia 

Ox ... 

*Nack , , 

Good night . 

Fkinandiam 

Fish 

Guienn . , , 

Come here ? 

KaUljk 

Horse , , 

GMnapp . . . 

Yes 

Ouaa 

Butter , 

Di(m , ^ 

No ... 

Dhictt 

Milk 

Sdi\ 

How do you do ? 

Dhya mesa f 

Tjger , . 

ShagU 

Very well 

Dhya medal 

Iron 

Una 

Buy 

Ghuyendi 

Millet 

Doughul * 

Sell a . . 

Ghuyal 

Quiver 

Smagalla 

Take . 

Diapol 

To dance ’ , 

Paik 

I will 

Benguem 

To sing 

Ouhai 

I thank you * 

Overm nald 

T(wlay . , ^ 

Tkei . , , 

A bar of Iron 

Baravin 

To-morrow 

Elleckf or Mek 

What did you say ? . 

Imng a imehe 

Yesterday , . 

Demh 

Can you speak Joliff? 

Digenga JuUtff 

A tree . . 

Oarallun 

How much did that cost? 

Niatar kdiar? 

To drink 

Ifin . . , 

Give me 

Manitnan 

To eat . , 

Leek oukekmm , 

1 love you from ray heart 

Sepenata tie somo koii 


Temmanei. 


Bullom. 


Encush, 

How do you do ? 

1 return you service, or salute 
Are you well i 
Very well 

What is your name ? 

Give me a little rice 



Is your faittPlt lioitu 5 ) 
He I 

do you want? 
Why do you do so? 

1 beg your pardon 


Curm 
Bd 
Toopai/ 

Tai i tai . , 

Gna^ set mooa f 
Songmeepillapittun , . 

A 

Dei ^ ^ , 

Pa ia moo opd mhaptce 9 
Oeeree 

Ko nyaymace f 

Ko sum kkgyoUmy , 

A marixe moo 


Lemmoo 

Bd 

Appay m 9 
Pay chin lin 
Uhl € mda 9 
KnarnU orpUlay otayi 
A 
Be 

Appodnoiuay lore ko lilkyls 
Way lorrc 
■Yengyaymaf 
Yaywum iayngalla 
hum murra mi 






VOCABULARY. 


1^3 


Ekousii. 


Temmakkr. 


Builom. 


Ec bSUr 7kuQ 
Tuoy mce 
Tccr amee 


I JovL' you 

Le t me alone 

Let me go 

Sit down 

I am hungry 

Shot the door 

Will you go with me? 

Where arc you going ? 

ilcre 

Forward 

Backward 

'I'o-duy 

To-morrow 

Sometimes 

And , 

Good bye 


Durabang wee 

Kauta kayranc 

Yktoo ho pey a mee? 

Hay jno koay • 

Unno 

Kilidce 

Rarvfig 

Tayvang 

Anicnang « 

Olokho ollun 

Ray 

Mang petaro 


4 marra w# 

Y^jj^olmee 

Y^ntfndmce 

rhM 

* Krik vii a me 

Inghntii fang filootay 

Mo mcc ko day m 

homo koa 

Kakk or ha 

EM 

WuyUng 

Eenang 

Beng 

Ijokk6poom 

Na 

Ilcepceatv 


ftr TI le foregoing Vocabulary, and imperfect number of words, may serve lo give some idea 
of a part of liie languages on the Windward Coast of Africa. From those accidents to which 
the traveller is continually exposed, I have unforiunaiely lost wl;at I am persuaded was a 
vei y accurate vocabulary of the Jollifl', Foulah, Mandingo, Soosec, Bullora, and Temmanee 
tongues, whith 1 had arranged under the correction of a very intelligent trader long reshl^mt 
upon ilie Windward Coast. Owing to this misfortune 1 have been obliged to refer to scattered 
memoranda only, which I know to correspond correctly with the, document I allude to. As 
the Foulah and iMaiulingo naiioas are of most consequence in attempts at civilization, I have to 
regret exceedingly that i Im\c not been able to give the languages of those nations more at large* 


plifitcd bv W, Bulmer and Co, 
Clevcland-row, St. Jame's. 









